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A MESSAGE FROM SUPERVISOR MAHAN

Greetings,

TOWN OF

It’s hard to believe winter is almost over. Days are getting longer
and birds have begun singing, sure signs that spring is on its way.
It’s a good time both for looking ahead and reflecting on where
we've been.

First, I am so proud to be your Supervisor for a second term. I
look forward to continuing the progress of my first two years,
when we significantly reduced the budget deficit by working hard
to cut spending and increase revenue. My goals for the future are
much the same. We must continue to strengthen Town finances
while safeguarding the services that make Colonie such a great
place to live and do business.

When we speak about our quality of life here in Colonie, the safety of our community is one
of the most important factors. We should all be proud that Colonie was recently named the
Safest Community in the United States in an annual ranking by CQ Press. This outstanding
achievement is detailed inside this issue of the Colonie Chronicle.

You will also find articles about other good things happening in our Town, including a federal
energy grant that allows us to get started immediately on our new energy savings plan. You
will find excerpts from my 2010 “State of the Town” address and updates on many Town
services.

As this is also the time when many of us get busy cleaning out our closets and getting our
yards ready for summer, we've included detailed information about our curbside yard waste
pick-up program and our upcoming hazardous waste disposal days.

TOWN OFFIGIALS

Paula A. Mahan Finally, I ask that you all put one very important thing on your “To-Do” lists: please fill

Supervisor out and return your U.S. Census form as soon as it arrives. Accurate census numbers are
important for the Town because many forms of Federal and State assistance are based on
Nancy R. Hernandez population. So please stand up and be counted!

Deputy Supervisor

Sincerely,

Robert D. Becker Toite £ Waknr
Board Member Paula A. Mahan
Colonie Town Supervisor

William E. Carl

Bed (e ONLINE TRACKING OF BUILDING PERMITS

Daniel J. Dustin A new system for tracking residential and commercial building permits online was recently
Board Member implemented in the Building Department.

Daniel A. Hornick The next phase of the system will allow inspectors immediate access to the system from

Board Member wireless devices at building sites.

Linda J. Murphy The new system was developed as a cooperative effort involving the Building Department

and the Town’s Management Information Services Department.
Board Member



UPCOMING EVENTS

A Visit with Mr. & Mrs. Easter Bunny

March 27

10:00 AM — Noon

The Crossings

(Free)

Easter Egg Hunt, beginning at 10 a.m.

Mr. and Mrs. Easter Bunny at the Overlook in Park Square;
craft activities in the Barn; refreshments in the Main

Meeting Room

For more information, contact the Youth Bureau at
456-2135

Town of Colonie Youth Bureau Summer
Camp Registration

Beginning March 29

Open registration begins for summer camp, which runs
from Monday, June 28 until Friday, August 20. Fee is
$155 per week, with field trips included.

For more information, contact Debbie Bruno at the Youth
Bureau at 456-2135

Registration for South Colonie Before/After
School Programs, Grades K-6

April 2

Beginning at 8 AM

The Colonie Community Center

1653 Central Avenue

Program operates from 7:00 AM — 6:00 PM weekdays
throughout the school year. Transportation is provided by

the school district.

For more information, contact Christine Anderson or Erin
Van Denburgh at the Youth Bureau at 456-2135

Conservation Day

May 1

9:00 AM — Noon

William K. Sanford Town Library

Tree seedlings will be available free to any Town resident
willing to plant the trees to help the environment.

Farmers’ Market at The Crossings
June 5 - September 26

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

The Crossings of Colonie

Farm-fresh produce every Saturday, as well as at Harvest
Fest on Sunday, September 26.

TOWN RECEIVES ENERGY GONSERVATION GRANT

Colonie will soon replace four roof-top heating and air conditioning units at the
Town Library and the boiler at the Colonie Community Center, spurred on by
funding from a $661,900 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant.

The grant, announced by Congressman Paul Tonko in November 2009, requires
an additional $338,125 in Town funds for the projects.

“This grant means we can get started on our new energy savings plan right away,”
said Colonie Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan. “It translates into an immediate
$1 million infusion into Colonie’s energy infrastructure when combined with
Town funds.”

“These are not glamourous, cutting-edge projects that we are funding here,
but they are projects that have real benefit to the people in terms of improving
energy efficiency and saving dollars down the road,” said Congressman Tonko.

Savings from the upgrades are projected at $447,547 in just fifteen years,
according to Doug Sippel, the Town'’s Director of General Services.

The Town completed negotiations with Johnson Controls to perform the work
during the last quarter of 2009. With the federal funds now in hand, the Town
plans to begin replacing the Community Center boiler during this quarter. Work
on the library will begin later in the spring.

WHY FILL OUT THOSE GENSUS FORMS?

In March, the 2010 census forms will be delivered to every residence in
the United States and Puerto Rico. When you receive your form, just
answer the ten short questions and mail it back in the enclosed postage-
paid envelope.

Because the Census directly affects how more than $4 trillion in Federal
funding is allocated to local, state, and tribal governments, it is to all our
advantage to fill out the forms.

The Census also helps determine the number of New York State’s seats in
the U.S. House of Representatives. New York now has 14, or 32 percent
fewer, Congressional seats than in 1950, and one study predicts we will
lose two more seats after the Census. New York State’s electoral votes are
also linked to the number of its members in Congress.

Much of the $4 trillion in Federal funding referenced above is in the form
of monies distributed at the state or county levels but which still benefit
the Town. Among those are funds for Medicaid, the Children’s Health
Insurance Program, Federal highway and transit funding, and education
funding.

About 83 million per year is awarded directly to the Town’s Community
Development Department, mainly for programs in support of low-
or moderate-income residents, including residential rehabilitation,
homebuyer assistance, and rental assistance.

If you don’t return your Census form, you may receive a visit from a
census-taker, who will ask you the questions from the form.



Did You Know that Colonie is ranked as the nation’s Safest Community? Here,
Police Chief Steven Heider, second from left, receives a plaque honoring the
Department from Supervisor Paula Mahan, second from right. Also pictured,
far left, Deputy Chief Joseph Fitzsimmons and Deputy Chief John Van Alstyne,
far right.

GOLONIE NAMED SAFEST GOMMUNITY

Colonie was named the Safest Community in the United
States for 2008 in the City Crime Rankings published
by CQ Press. With only 54 incidents, Colonie had the
lowest number of serious crimes of all 393 municipalities
in the study.

“This achievement is due not only to the hard-working
men and women of the Colonie Police Department both
sworn and unsworn, but it is also through the combined
effort of Supervisor Paula A. Mahan, the Town Board,
and all Town departments that we can bring exceptional
services to the Town of Colonie,” said Colonie Police
Chief Steven Heider.

“Having a safe community is also a matter of providing
the support services people need to be able to live in
dignity and with the sense that others care about them,”
said Supervisor Mahan. “That’s why we’ve worked hard
to fund programs that benefit the entire range of our
citizens, including seniors and youth.”

Chief Heider concurs. “It’s the whole package that makes
the Town safe,” he said in a Daily Gasette interview. He
also said a focus on “families and kids is an important
measure in the fight against crime,” noting juvenile crime
in the Town has decreased for the past ten years.

The Colonie Police Department reaches out to young
people through programs such as D.A.R.E., Colonie
Explorer Post 185, and the Colonie Youth Court.

In 1996, the Department began community policing to
foster police and citizens working together to identify and
solve community problems. It also sponsors the Civilian
Police Academy, aimed at reducing crime through a
strong bond between citizens and police.

While Colonie has been among the top fifteen safest
communities in each of the past eleven years, nine of
which were in the top ten, this is the Town’s first number
one ranking.

FARMERS’ MARKET TO OPEN JUNE 5

Supervisor Paula A. Mahan will ring the opening bell
for the official start of the 2010 Farmers’ Market at the
Crossings on Saturday, June 5, 2010 at 9 a.m.

Vendors will again feature flowers and produce; farm-
fresh beef, poultry, sausage, pate and eggs; local artisan
cheeses, breads, and baked goods. Also, due to the
incredible success of the Market over the past two years,
several new vendors are expected this year.

The market raises needed funds to help support the
maintenance of The Crossings, last year generating almost
$10,000 to pay for necessary repairs at the Meeting House
and the playground.

The market is also part of the New York State Farmers’
Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) and accepts WIC
and seniors’ farmers market checks. These checks are
provided directly to Colonie seniors by the Town’s Senior
Resources Department. Call 459-5051 to apply.

The Farmers’ Market will take place at The Crossings
every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., through September
25. Also, it will be open at this year’s Harvest Fest, on
Sunday, September 26.

TELLING TALES AT THE TOWN LIBRARY

The William K. Sanford Town Library will host a full day
of storytelling events as part of the Riverway festival,
culminating in a free performance of “World Stories for
Families” from 3:00-4:00 p.m. on April 24.

Other free events include “Story Swaps,” where anyone
can tell (but not read) a story under seven minutes long
(11:15 a.m.-Noon); “Fresh Voices: Stories with Attitude,”
featuring young storytellers who have studied with master
tellers (11:15 a.m.-Noon); and “Passport to Adventure,”
featuring tellers and stories chosen out of many excellent
entries (1:45-2:45 p.m.).

The Library will also offer two workshops, “Exploring
the Attic of Family Memory,” 9:30 a.m.-Noon (830)
and “Rhythm This and Melody That,” 9:30-11:00 a.m.
(820/810)

Riverway events at the Town Library were underwritten
by the Capital Communications Cares Foundation.

Did You Know that the Colonie
Town Library has the highest
book circulation of all the major
libraries in the Upper Hudson
Library System?  Also, for the
eighth year running, it was
voted Best Children’s Library
in the annual Times Union poll.
Here, library patrons search for
books online.




SNPOTLIGHT ON OUR SENIORS

D0 YOU QUALIFY FOR BENEFITS?

FREE TAX PREPARATION FOR SENIORS

If you are a low-income senior, you may be eligible
for food stamps, Medicaid, the Medicare savings
programs (Part B premiums), and the “Extra
Help” portion of the new Medicare drug plan.

To help you apply for such benefits, representatives
from food stamps and Medicaid will be available
by appointment on the second Friday of each
month at the Beltrone Living Center, Six Winners
Circle, Colonie, from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Seniors can also meet with a representative to
learn about veterans’ benefits, also by appointment
only, on Friday, April 9.

In addition, caseworkers from the Department of
Senior Resources are available to advise seniors
on various benefits and programs they may be
eligible for, but may not know about.

For further information, and/or an appointment,
contact the Department of Senior Resources, at
459-5051.

Trained volunteers are available to prepare Federal and State
basic income tax returns for you, if you are a Colonie resident
age 60 or over.

The free service will be offered by appointment at Memorial Town
Hall in Newtonville and the Colonie Community Center at 1653
Central Avenue, Colonie.

The program is co-sponsored by the American Association of
Retired Persons (AARP), the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and
the Town of Colonie’s Senior Resources Department.

To make an appointment, call the Town’s Senior Resources
Department, at 459-5051.

HOME HEATING ASSISTANGE AVAILABLE FOR QUALIFIED RESIDENTS

Having trouble keeping warm? The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) provides financial assistance with heating costs to

low-income residents.

Monthly gross income cannot exceed $2,030 for individuals and $2,657 for couples. Those already receiving Food Stamps will
receive an automatic benefit and do not need to apply. For more information call Department of Senior Resources, at 459-5051.

SENIOR GOLF CARDS AVAILABLE

Senior Gold Cards are available for sale in the
Town Clerk’s Office at Memorial Town Hall,
Newtonville. The cost for the Gold Card is 50
per calendar year, which entitles seniors to pay
reduced rates when playing at the Colonie Golf
Course. Town residents and/or property owners
are eligible. Proper identification is required.

Did You Know that at a time when many municipal golf courses
are losing golfers, Colonie’s is gaining them? More than 70,000
rounds were played there last year, the highest number since 1998.
The course will be open as soon as weather permits. For more
information, call 374-4181.




Did You Know that the Colonie Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Path follows 10.2 miles of scenic riverfront along the
Mohawk River and the Erie Canal and is a great place for a brisk walk? The photo above is part of James Brower’s
“visual tour” of the Bike-Hike Path, which was recently on view at Memorial Town Hall.

SUPERVISOR DELIVERS “STATE OF THE TOWN”

Continuing a tradition, Supervisor Paula A. Mahan delivered her 2010 “State of the
Town” address January 21 at a breakfast hosted by the Albany-Colonie Regional
Chamber of Commerce. Beginning a new tradition, she delivered it later the same
day at the Town Board meeting so residents could hear the address at a free and
open forum. Key points are excerpted briefly below.

I stand before you very excited at the prospect of continuing the steady
progress we've made in our first two years.

Financially, we have significantly reduced the $19.7 million budget deficit we
inherited. We accomplished this by generating more revenues and reducing
expenditures.

We reduced Town expenses by several million — by working very hard to cut
costs, eliminating wasteful spending, and establishing strict internal controls
for cash transactions.

We also kept town-wide personnel costs down, partially through attrition and
leaving some posts unfilled, and partially by instituting a mandatory employee
contribution that reduced employee benefits costs by $1.9 million.

Most important, as in 2008, we again avoided having the Town’s bond rating
downgraded after three previous drops, the last occurring in 2007.

While we have made great progress in balancing the Town’s budget, we still
have many financial challenges ahead of us.

We must find ways to deal with the fact that some of our key revenues, such
as sales tax, are down, and some of our biggest expenses, such as pension
contributions, are up.

Guiding us will be the disciplined and aggressive financial management plan
we developed in 2008.

We are looking to restructure Town Departments in ways that will allow us to
become more efficient and cost-effective, but we must remain committed to
protecting resident services.

With the help of a very dedicated and committed workforce, we have made
great progress in realizing our goals for the Town.

We want to continue the dialogue we have already begun and hear the thoughts
of our residents and business owners about the best way to move forward.

A full text and a podcast of the “State of the Town” is posted at: www.colonie.org.

GOLONIE PHONE DIRECTORY

783-2700
783-2711
783-2701
783-2704
783-2706
783-2721

Main Line
Animal Control
Assessor
Attorney
Building

Civil Service
Community Development...783-2718
Comptroller 783-2708

Emergency Management
& Planning

782-2609
... 782-2645
....783-2712

783-2726

782-2593

783-2720

783-2714

458-9274

783-2895

Planning & Economic
Development 783-2741

Police (Non Emergency) ....783-2811
Pruyn House 783-1435
Public Works Engineering..783-6292
Environmental Svcs. ......... 783-2827
Highway 783-2795
Latham Water Dist. ........... 783-2750
783-2766
783-2760
459-5051
783-2728
783-2730
783-2734
456-2135

Pure Waters
Recreation
Senior Resources
Supervisor

Tax Department
Town Clerk

Youth Bureau




HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 2010

e Acids

¢ Adhesives

e Aerosols

¢ Boric Acid

Brake Fluid
Cements

Charcoal Lighters
Chlorine

Cleaning Fluid

Corn & Wart Remover
Degreasers
Disinfectants

Drain Cleaners

Dry Gas

Dyes

Epoxies

Flea Collars & Powders
Hair Removers
Herbicides

Inks

Insecticides

Insect Repellants
Lacquers

Lubricants

Moth Balls or Flakes
Muriatic Acid

Nail Polish

Nail Polish Remover
No Pest Strips

Oven Cleaners
Paints: Latex & Oil Based
Paint Remover
Paint Thinner
Permanent Solutions
Pesticides

Photo Chemicals
Pool Chemicals

Rat Poison

¢ Rust Solvents

e Solvents

¢ Spot Remover

LANDFILL AREA SIX ON TRACK TO OPEN * Toilet Bowl Cleaners

e Tub & Tile Cleaners

DROP-OFF DAYS

Note: The 2010 drop-off dates have not yet been determined. It is anticipated
that drop-off days will occur in April, May, June, September, and October.
Dates should be posted in the near future at www.colonie.org, or call the
Department of Environmental Services for an update, at 783-2827.

PRE-REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Residents of the Town of Colonie will be accepted by appointment only.
Proof of Residency will be required at the time of disposal.

We reserve the right to refuse any material which is not deemed acceptable
to the managing chemist on site.

For more information call: 783-2827
Division of Environmental Services
Or visit www.colonie.org

SPONSORED BY

Town of Colonie & NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Phase II of the Town Landfill's new Area 6 is on track for completing its e Turpentine
certification this spring, and the Town’s Environmental Services Department * Varnish
anticipates beginning operations there in late spring or early summer. * Weed Killers
* Wood Pesticides (Some)
Completion of Area 6 will give the Town environmentally friendly, long-term e Wood Polishes
solid waste disposal for at least the next ten years, based on the average waste e Wood Stains
acceptance rate of 160,000 tons per year — a waste disposal value of $80
million. Remember the “best method” for
disposal of unrestricted pesticides is
Landfill improvements were identified as one of two Top Priorities in last year’s proper use. If not banned, restricted,
report on the Town’s priority infrastructure projects. The second was getting the or outdated...use according to
Town caught up on paving and roadway repairs, after more than five years with directions or give to a friend to use.

a “drastic reduction” in roadway maintenance.



YARD WASTE REGYGLING PROGRAM 2010 GURBSIDE GOLLEGTION GUIDE

REGYCLING GUIDELINES

Yard waste should be placed in biodegradable paper bags
or in your reusable container.

Bags can be purchased at supermarkets, hardware stores
and home centers.

Containers MUST NOT be over 32 gallons in volume or
40 pounds in weight and must be identified by a special
sticker. Stickers to identify your 32-gallon reusable
container are $.50 each and are available at Colonie Town
Hall, Colonie Landfill, and the Menands Village office.

Place the bags and/or containers at the curbside for your
pick-up day.

WE WILL PROVIDE GURBSIDE PICK UP
OF YOUR GOMPOSTABLE YARD & GARDEN
WASTE INCLUDING:

Lawn Clippings

e Leaves

e Plant Debris

e Branches and brush up to 3” in diameter & 4’ in
length, tied with string in manageable bundles
(or biodegradable bags)

e Hay

YAIII] WASTE MUST NOT CONTAIN:

Rocks
e Sod or Dirt
e Garbage

e Non-organic material

e Plastic bags

e (Cardboard

e Treated wood

e Construction/Demolition Debris
e Metal of any type

WE WILL NOT PICK UP

WEEKLY PICK UP BEGINS
APRIL 5 AND ENDS NOVEMBER 19

Collection is scheduled by Fire District

Monday - Shaker Road / Loudonville
Tuesday - Fuller Road & West Albany 1 & 2
Wednesday - Latham & Schuyler Heights
Thursday - Boght, Verdoy & Maplewood
Friday - Midway & Stanford Heights

Yard Wastes are collected in the Villages of Colonie
& Menands on a weekly basis. For questions about
collection within your Town or Village, please call:

Town of Colonie 783-2827
Village of Menands 434-2922
Village of Colonie 869-7562

If your collection day falls on a legal holiday, place your yard
waste at the curb as you normally would. Pick up will occur
either on the holiday or on another day during the week of the
holiday. All other collection days during a holiday week will
remain the same as usual. You may also bring your compostable
yard waste to the compost facility located at the Landfill, 1319
Loudon Road, Cohoes, at no charge.

FREE COMPOST FOR RESIDENTS

Residents may pick up compost produced from
the yard waste program free of charge starting
May 3. Compost can be used for the following:

Soil Conditioner

Increase moisture-holding capacity
Soil permeability

Lawn establishment

Ornamental plant potting soil
Ornamental plant & shrub mulch

* GOMPOST IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR USE IN
VEGETABLE GARDENS

Bags or Containers over 40 Ibs. in weight or 32 gallons in volume
Any yard waste in plastic bags (this includes orange pumpkin bags)
Wreaths (due to wire)
Branches or Brush that are not bundled with twine, string or bagged (no wire or tape)
Branches or Brush over 3” in diameter and 4’ in length

Branches stuffed in Containers
Garbage
Yard waste containing rocks, sod or dirt

We will not enter private property to pick up yard waste. Please put yard waste at curb

Yard waste frozen in reusable containers
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SPBING; THE 0“1.“00“8. n“n GHEEN spncE by Michael Magguilli, Town Attorney

“Ask not what your country can do for you,
Ask what you can do for your country.”

- John Fitzgerald Kennedy

As I'm writing this I'm looking out my office window watching heavy, wet snow coat the trees,
cars, and parking lot on the north side of Town Hall. Watching the snow fall makes me yearn
for Spring, the great outdoors, and the greening of Mother Earth. Next to my office window is
a picture of President John F. Kennedy. Thoughts of Spring and President Kennedy inspired the
subject of this article: the great outdoors and volunteering.

If you are like most of us, the closest you get to the great outdoors is a visit to one of our town
parks. Colonie is blessed with numerous parks, pocket parks, and dedicated green space. As you can imagine, all of our
parks and green space require a great deal of upkeep and maintenance. In the tradition of volunteerism promoted by
President John F. Kennedy, if you have been asking what you can do for the Town rather than what the Town can do for
you, it just so happens that Town Code Article 45 provides the answer.

Section 1 of Article 45 of the Town Code professes that the “maintenance of attractive and litter-free parks and green
spaces is an important and desirable goal of the Town of Colonie and its citizens.” In an effort to reduce and remove litter
from Town parks and other public lands, Article 45 of the Town Code implements this policy by establishing an adopt-a-
park program, as authorized by §277 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

Article 45 of the Town Code provides that any individual or group of volunteers interested in assisting in the effort to
maintain attractive and litter-free parks and public lands in the Town of Colonie is eligible to participate. In order to
participate, an individual or group must complete a standard registration form. The registration form is forwarded to
the Town Board for approval and authorization of an agreement with the volunteers or group. In this age of potentially
unlimited liability, the Town Code provides that the agreement must include, among other things, an acknowledgment
by the volunteers or group of the potentially hazardous nature of such activities. In order to encourage towns and other
municipalities to adopt local laws allowing for park and green space volunteers, the New York State legislature, in its
infinite wisdom, provides in General Municipal Law §277 that neither the town nor its employees shall be held liable for
any damages suffered by any persons resulting from the actions or activities of such volunteers or group.

The Town Code requires that the volunteers or groups agree to conduct their activities at a minimum of three times per
year. In return, the Town will provide trash bags and trash pick-up, together with certain safety gear such as reflective
clothing and gloves. If the volunteers or groups so desire, and if they have kept their part of bargain, the Parks and
Recreation Department will provide and install signs, in an appropriate area determined by the Town, identifying the
volunteers or groups adopting a particular park or other public land.

If, after reading this article and learning about General Municipal Law §277, you or your group would still like to
participate in this program, the Parks and Recreation Department has a list of public lands which are available for
volunteers and groups to adopt. Please contact our Director of Community Services, Alicia Osur, for more information
at 783-2760.



