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My Fellow Colonie Residents,

It has been an exciting first year and I have truly enjoyed the 
privilege of serving as your Supervisor.  In year two, we’ll continue 
our progress towards a full recovery of the town’s finances while 
maintaining the quality of life we have all grown accustomed to in 
the Town of Colonie.

Inside this edition of the Colonie Chronicle you will find the usual 
helpful information like commonly used Town phone numbers 
and a schedule of upcoming events. In addition, we’ve continued 
our efforts to keep you informed of the latest developments in 
Town Government.  

You’ll find critical information on the Town’s plan for the collection 
of yard waste as well as an outline of the procedures we’ll be following for the collection and 
disposal of hazardous household waste.  

I thought it would be informative for you to hear my recap of the Town’s response to the 
devastating ice storm of last December and our Town Attorney has a very important reminder 
for Colonie’s Veterans. You will also get an introduction to the Town’s newly appointed Sole 
Assessor, plus much more.

Finally, I wanted to point out the reduction in installments of this publication as a part of 
our effort to reduce costs and the impact on our environment. In 2008, we reduced the 
townwide distribution to three times. It represents a reduction of approximately 300,000 
sheets of paper and a cost savings of thousands of dollars.

Last month, we continued the distribution of a Town workforce newsletter except now it is 
distributed only by e-mail. These may seem like small steps, but they all count toward our 
efforts to cut costs and, at the same time, reduce waste that will have a detrimental effect 
on the future of our planet.

As always, I appreciate you taking the time to read this issue and please do not hesitate to 
contact me with your concerns.

Sincerely,

Paula A. Mahan
Colonie Town Supervisor

Town employees and elected officials were some of the dozens of volunteers who took time 
out of their Saturday morning to benefit the Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society.  The 
Humane Society was the victim of a burglary which resulted in the loss of approximately 
$500 in bottles and cans that were to be redeemed to buy pet food and vaccinations. In 
addition to the volunteers, others from the town workforce, and our community at large, 
lined the boulevard entering the Crossings to drop off donations of bottles, cans and pet 
food.



Target Supports Colonie Police

Target, in support of local law enforcement and crime prevention, awarded a 
$925.00 grant to the Colonie Police Department which will be used for the 
purchase of a surveillance camera. Representing Target and presenting the 
check to Chief Steven Heider are Janeen Collins and Darick Leighty.

Shaker High Student Art Exhibit 
March - April Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Memorial Town Hall - Second Floor
Please come and view the works of students from one of 
Colonie’s school districts.

 
Memorial Concert Band of Colonie
March 4 at 7:30 PM
Shaker High Auditorium
Winter Concert featuring guest conductor 
Arthur B. Himmelberger, SGT/Major, US ARMY (ret.)
For more information: www.memorialband.org
Admission: free

 
Noon Book Review 
Tuesday March 10 at 12:15 PM
William K. Sanford Town Library
Ed O’Brien, local jazz and Frank Sinatra expert, and 
author of several books on Sinatra, will review the new 
book “Sinatra in Hollywood” by Tom Santopietro.  

 
Author Talk 
Tuesday March 31 at 7:00 PM
William K. Sanford Town Library
The Friends of the William K. Sanford Town Library will 
present author and UAlbany English and Journalism 
Professor Thomas Bass. Mr. Bass will talk about his 
new book “The Spy Who Loved Us.” The book has been 
praised by Morley Safer, Ted Koppel, John Le Carre, 
Daniel Ellsberg, and Seymour Hersh among others.

 
Colonie Art League Exhibit 
April 13th - May 8th Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Pruyn House, 207 Old Niskayuna Rd.
Juried show featuring 35 selected paintings by members 
of the Colonie Art League.  
Most artwork is for sale. 
Admission: free

 
2009 Summer Youth Theatre Auditions
March 26 at 6:00pm March 29 at 9:00 am
Colonit Community Center
To audition, prepare a short song/musical from the show 
“Hello Dolly”. Performance dates are August 5, 6, 7 & 8. 
For more information please call 456-2135

 
Summer Camp Registration
Begins March 30
Summer Camp begins June 29 and ends August 21. 
Participants must have completed kindergarten and 
cannot be older than 13. Tuition for the program is $155 
a week for residents, $210 a week for non-residents. Call 
456-2135 or vaneri@nycap.rr.com

 
Before and After School Program
The Town of Colonie Youth Bureau is now taking 
applications for the Before and After School Program for 
the 2009-2010 school year. Call 456-2135 or vaneri@
nycap.rr.com

 
Colonie Marks Quadricentennial
May 16
Schuyler Flatts Park
The Town of Colonie commemorates the significance 
of Schuyler Flatts to the history of the Hudson River 
and New York State. Join re-enactors from the 
French-Indian War, speakers on the Erie Canal as well 
as representatives from the Dutch Barn Society to 
commemorate the regions quadricentennial.

Upcoming Events

Colonie Means Business By Supervisor Paula Mahan

So much attention in economic development is dedicated to the 
larger commercial entities and too often we forget the true backbone 
of our economy, the small business. The facts are small businesses are 
responsible for two out of three new jobs created and they represent 
nearly 40% of the gross national product.

Starting this month, I will be convening the Town’s first ever Small 
Business Advisory Council. I imagine this group will shortly take on a 
life of its own, but I envision it playing a critical role in the future of our 
Town. The Council’s primary role will be to disseminate information to 
and from the small business community and to compile information on 
small business in the Town of Colonie.
 
I’ll be relying on the Council to act as a liaison to Town government, 
providing input and feedback on the practices and policies of the Town. 
They will also serve in an advisory capacity to aspiring small business 
owners, helping to provide guidance and support based on their knowledge 
and experience.
 
The first meeting of the SBAC is scheduled for Friday March 27th at 7:30 
am in the main meeting room at the Crossings. If you are interested in 
participating please contact the Supervisor’s office:
 
Supervisor Paula Mahan
Memorial Town Hall
P.O. Box 508
Newtonville, NY 12128
Colonie@colonie.org



Soil Conditioner•	
Increase moisture holding capacity•	
Soil permeability•	
Lawn establishment•	
Ornamental plant potting soil•	
Ornamental plant & shrub mulch•	

* Compost is not recommended for use in 
vegetable gardens

pick up compost
Residents may pick up compost produced from 
the yard waste program free of charge starting 
May 4.  Compost can be used for the following:

we will not pick up
Bags or Containers over 40 lbs. in weight or 32 gallons in volume•	
	Any yard waste in Plastic bags (this includes orange pumpkin bags)•	
	Wreaths due to wire•	
	Branches or Brush that are not bundled with twine, string or bagged (no wire or tape)•	
	Branches or Brush over 3” in diameter and 4’ in length•	
Branches stuffed in Containers•	
	Garbage•	
	Yard waste containing rocks, sod or dirt•	
	We will not enter private property to pick up yard waste.  Please put yard waste at curb•	
	Yard waste frozen in reusable containers•	

Yard Waste Recycling Program 2009 Curbside Collection Guide

yard waste recycling guidelines
Yard waste should be placed in biodegradable paper bags 
or in your reusable container. 

Bags can be purchased at Supermarkets, Hardware Stores 
and Home Centers. 

Containers MUST not be over 32 gallons in volume or 
40 pounds in weight and must be identified by a special 
sticker. Stickers to identify your 32-gallon reusable 
container are $.50 each and are available at Colonie Town 
Hall, Colonie Landfill, and the Menands Village office.

Place the bags and/or containers at the curbside for your 
pick up day.

Yard Wastes are collected in the Villages of Colonie 
& Menands on a weekly basis.  For questions about 
collection within your Town or Village, please call:

Town of Colonie 783-2827
Village of Menands 434-2922
Village of Colonie 869-7562

If your collection day falls on a legal holiday, place your yard 
waste at the curb as you normally would. Pick up will occur 
either on the holiday or on another day during the week of the 
holiday.  All other collection days during a holiday week will 
remain the same as usual. You may also bring your compostable 
yard waste to the compost facility located at the Landfill, 1319 
Loudon Road, Cohoes, at no charge.

Monday - Shaker Road / Loudonville

Tuesday - Fuller Road & West Albany 1 & 2

Wednesday - Latham & Schuyler Heights

Thursday - Boght, Verdoy & Maplewood

Friday - Midway & Stanford Heights

Weekly pick up begins
April 6 and ends November 20 
Collection is scheduled by Fire District

We will provide curbside pick up 
of your compostable yard & garden 
waste including:

Lawn Clippings•	
Leaves•	
Plant Debris•	
Branches & brush up to 3” in diameter & 4’ in •	
length, tied with string in manageable bundles 
(or biodegradable bags)
Hay•	

yard waste must not contain:
	Rocks•	
	Sod or Dirt•	
	Garbage•	
	Non-organic material•	
	Plastic bags•	
	Cardboard•	
	Treated wood•	
	Construction/Demolition Debris•	
	Metal of any type•	



Household Hazardous Waste 2009

Apr. 15•	
May 20•	
Sep. 16•	
Oct. 7 •	 4pm-7pm 
June 27 •	 3pm-6pm

Location
Town of Colonie Landfill
1319 Loudon Rd. (Rt. 9)
Cohoes, NY 12047

Pre-Registration information
Residents of the Town of Colonie will be accepted by appointment only. 
Proof of Residency will be required at the time of disposal. 

For Mandatory Pre-Registration Contact  
THE PEOPLE WHO CARE.  Care Environmental Corp.
Household Hazardous Waste Information Line.
Toll Free 1-800-494-2273 
Monday - Friday 9:00 - 5:00 pm

Sponsored By

We reserve the right to refuse any material which is not deemed acceptable 
to the managing chemist on site. 

For more information call: 783-2827
Division of Environmental Services
Or visit www.colonie.org

Town of Colonie & NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation

DROP-OFF DAYS

Acids•	
Adhesives•	
Aerosols•	
Boric Acid•	
Brake Fluid•	
Cements•	
Charcoal Lighters•	
Chlorine•	
Cleaning Fluid•	
Corn & Wart Remover•	
Degreasers•	
Disinfectants•	
Drain Cleaners•	
Dry Gas•	
Dyes•	
Epoxies•	
Flea Collars & Powders•	
Hair Removers•	
Herbicides•	
Inks•	
Insecticides•	
Insect Repellants•	
Lacquers•	
Lubricants•	
Moth Balls or Flakes•	
Muriatic Acid•	
Nail Polish•	
Nail Polish Remover•	
No Pest Strips•	
Oven Cleaners•	
Paints: Latex & Oil Based•	
Paint Remover•	
Paint Thinner                 •	
Permanent Solutions•	
Pesticides•	
Photo Chemicals•	
Pool Chemicals•	
Rat Poison•	
Rust Solvents•	
Solvents•	
Spot Remover•	
Toilet Bowl Cleaners•	
Tub & Tile Cleaners•	
Turpentine•	
Varnish•	
Weed Killers•	
Wood Pesticides (Some)•	
Wood Polishes•	
Wood Stains•	

Remember the “best method” for 
disposal of unrestricted pesticides is 
proper use. If not banned, restricted, 
or outdated…use according to 
directions or give to a friend to use.

Colonie Recycles
The Town of Colonie has joined with the Albany 
County Soil and Water District in a battery recycling 
program. Starting in December 2008, the County 
provided receptacles in the front of Memorial 
Town Hall and the William K. Sanford Library for 
residents to bring in household dry cell batteries 
for recycling. The program is free of charge to 
residents and will prevent batteries from being 
deposited in the landfill. Presently, the Colonie 
Landfill offers only rechargeable battery recycling 
and the addition of this program will allow Colonie 
to recycle almost all household batteries.

acceptable materials



TRANSITIONS SUPPORT GROUP

Spotl ight  on Our Sen iors
Benefit Assistance for Seniors Expanded

The Senior Resources Department has expanded their monthly benefit 
assistance day to include representatives from both the NYS EPIC 
Prescription Program and Consumer Fraud Protection Program. 

In addition to these new benefits, assistance continues to be provided to 
low income seniors to help apply for the Medicare savings programs (Part 
B premiums paid for you by NYS), Medicaid, food stamps and the “Extra 
Help” portion of the new Medicare drug plan.  Representatives from Social 
Security, Medicaid and Food Stamps will be available on the second Friday 
of each month at the Beltrone Living Center, Six Winners Circle in Colonie 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. to assist seniors in applying for benefits. The next 
session is scheduled for Friday, March 13th.

Case workers from the Senior Resources Department are also available to advise seniors on Medicare Part D prescription 
drug benefit and various other programs. 

For further information and an appointment, please call 459-5051. 

The Transitions support group is currently accepting 
new members. The group is a resource for seniors coping 
with grief related issues to death, loss and change. The 
group meets the fourth Wednesday of the month at the 
William K. Sanford Library, 629 Albany-Shaker Road, at 
1:30 p.m. 

For additional information, please call Christine Cary: 
459-5051.   

(Funded in part by the Albany County Department for Aging)

COLONIE RANKED 9th SAFEST COMMUNITY IN THE UNITED STATES
Supervisor Cites Community Approach as the Key in 
19% Crime Reduction 

Supervisor Paula Mahan shared the findings of a recent 
national crime study that has distinguished the Town 
of Colonie as the 9th safest community in the United 
States.  The study was performed by CQ Press and 
analyzed statistical data from nearly 400 communities 
throughout the United States with populations over 
75,000.

“No one person can take the credit for this achievement, 
it is something we all play a role in attaining and it is 
a testament to the strength of our community,” said 
Supervisor Paula Mahan. “The efforts of our police 
department and the school districts in our Town cannot 
be ignored as being major factors that impact these 
statistics and for that I am grateful.”

Over the years, the Town of Colonie has grown to 
over 80,000 residents, second, only. to the City of 
Albany in terms of population in Albany County.  It 
stretches across nearly 60 square miles.  Town officials 
admit some of the challenges have changed, but they 
have remained committed to maintaining a strong 
community presence. 

 According to Chief of Police Steve Heider, officers in the 
Town are a part of most residents’ lives from the time 
they enter elementary school right into adulthood.  

“One of our strongest deterrents is the presence of our 
force and we have nearly 100% of our personnel living 
within the boundaries of the Town,” said Police Chief Steve 
Heider. “Chances are one of our officers is living in your 
neighborhood or coaching your child or grandchild in a 
sports program.”

Officials acknowledge maintaining this ranking takes hard 
work and commitment from many different parties to 
maintain the standing.  

“It is a big town and we are continually growing, but 
everyone should take great pride in this distinction,” added 
Mahan.  “This community approach enables us to maintain 
that small town sentiment and the quality of life we are all 
accustomed to.”



ICE STORM RECAP by Town Supervisor, Paula Mahan

While I am hopeful we are well on our way to warmer 
temperatures, I wanted to provide a recap of some of 
the important issues we faced during the ice storm in 
December and some of the steps your Town government 
took to address them.
 
The storm began late Thursday evening, but 
preparations were underway well before that. The 
Town’s emergency management operation was on 
standby and personnel from the Highway Department 
were awaiting deployment.
 
By 3 A.M. the Town’s emergency command center was 
fully operational. I joined key personnel to conduct the 
response to this weather emergency. Communicators 
from the Colonie Police Department deserve a special 
mention for their cool, collected response to the 
hundreds of telephone calls we received as residents 
awoke to the aftermath of the storm.

As the storm continued, problems arose as branches and limbs began to snap, obstructing roadways throughout the Town. 
In addition, the ice that fell created slick surfaces. The falling ice and debris inevitably took down power lines, resulting in 
power loss for nearly 25,000 parcels in the Town at the storm’s peak. Many of these lines were “arcing” which created a more 
imminent threat to the public.
 
Personnel from the Highway and Police Departments, as well as EMS and the Fire Departments and Districts throughout 
the Town coordinated an effort to address these concerns as soon as possible. They did a remarkable job as roadways were 
relatively clear for the morning commute. Of course, this does not account for the power failure of traffic signals at many of 
the major intersections. Police were dispatched to intersections with heavier volume to direct traffic or install generators to 
make the roads safe.
  
As time passed, it became more evident that the impact of the storm would be as significant as we had anticipated and another 
layer of response would be necessary. Our initial dialogue with National Grid and the Town’s other power suppliers indicated 
it would be several days before residents’ power would be restored. With freezing temperatures anticipated, the Town began 
the stages of opening warming centers where residents could go. Mayors Frank Leak and Tom Coates from the Villages of 
Colonie and Menands stepped up and provided facilities where residents could escape the chill. In addition, the Village of 
Colonie deserves a special recognition as Village staff worked around the clock to provide hot meals and accommodations for 
residents without power. Colonie Center remained open throughout the duration of the storm, and many residents sought 
“retail therapy” to cope with the storm’s impact.
 
There were bumps along the way, as you can never fully prepare for unforeseen obstacles. One area the Town will focus on 
improving is maintaining more accurate contact lists of our most vulnerable residents. In weather emergencies, the Town 
attempts to contact these residents to ensure they are safe. We discovered that list was not updated as best it could be, and 
had the difficulties created by the storm persisted, our response may have been affected by the inability to check in on these 
individuals.
 
We maintained constant contact with National Grid and we, like you, were often frustrated by the length of time some 
of your homes were without power. Some outages seemed inexplicable as residents reported looking across the street at 
neighbors with electricity while they sat in the dark. Undoubtedly, this was a frustrating experience and one we hope we 
won’t encounter again for some time. My office was staffed around the clock and worked with residents and National Grid to 
get realistic expectations on power restoration.
 
Since the storm we’ve had internal meetings to discuss ways to improve our response and guarantee we are as prepared for 
a more significant event as we were for the ice storm. Of course, as with all issues of importance to the Town, your input is 
greatly appreciated in that process. In the weeks after the storm, the Town has continued our effort to clean up the debris 
left over. You’ve probably noticed personnel from the Highway Department as they’ve passed by on your street.
 
This was the first major weather event of my tenure and it opened my eyes to the efforts put forth by the Town workforce 
and I am extremely grateful for all they did. It’s also inspiring to see the efforts of Colonie residents whether it was helping 
neighbors with clearing debris or offering a warm place for family and friends to gather. It’s a great reminder of how fortunate 
we are to live in such a strong community.
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Supervisor Paula Mahan announced that for 
the first time in over two decades the Town of 
Colonie has a new Sole Assessor. Ron Monfils 
was appointed by a unanimous vote of the Town 
Board at the meeting on January 8, 2009. Monfils 
is replacing Chris Semon who served in the Town 
Assessor’s office for over three decades, nearly 
twenty of them as Sole Assessor. Semon retired 
in December.

Prior to his appointment as Sole Assessor, Monfils 
served as a Senior Real Property Appraiser under 
Semon since 2004. He came to Colonie from the 
City of Schenectady where he worked under the 
City’s Sole Assessor since 1990.

“Ron is a qualified and capable professional who has earned the respect 
of his peers and colleagues and I am confident he’ll do a great job leading 
this department,” said Supervisor Paula Mahan. “Most importantly, the 
taxpayers of the Town will find Ron to be knowledgeable with the ability and 
willingness to give them the assistance they need.”

Monfils resides in Latham with his four children and he was accompanied 
by his family during his unanimous appointment by the Town Board. He 
acknowledges there will be significant challenges in his new position but 
says he’s fortunate to have the help of a very experienced staff.

“I am excited for this new opportunity, but I’ll be relying heavily on my 
colleagues in the Town Assessor’s office to assist me with the challenges we’ll 
face during the transition,” said Monfils. “Working together, I know we’ll 
continue to meet the standards of excellence in constituent service that my 
predecessor established.”

As part of the process, Monfils and other candidates were screened by a 
bipartisan committee of Town Officials, which included Town Supervisor 
Paula Mahan and Town Clerk Elizabeth DelTorto. The five-member committee 
made their unanimous recommendation to the Town Board in early January. 
Monfils started his new position on January 12th and will fill the remainder 
of Semon’s six year term which expires September 30, 2013.

Extra Helpings Program

CPR For all Town Employees

The Regional Food Bank provides Extra 
Helpings, a community food buying club. 
You can purchase nutritious foods at lower-
than-retail costs. There is no age or income 
limit.  For just $20 you will receive a variety 
of meats and fresh produce. Plus there are 
additional specials every month. Everyone 
is welcome to join and save!

For additional information, please call the 
Senior Resources Department at 459-5051

To commemorate the American Heart As-
sociations’ annual Heart Month, Supervisor 
Mahan announced her intentions to make 
CPR Training available for every Town em-
ployee in 2009.

“There is indisputable evidence that sup-
ports this initiative,” said Mahan.  The 
more individuals trained to respond in an 
emergency situation, the more likely a vic-
tim is to survive.”

The training will be administered with 
assistance from the Colonie EMS depart-
ment, the Town Supervisor’s office and 
other community volunteers.

Town of Colonie Memorial Town Hall
534 Loudon Road
Newtonville, NY 12128
www.colonie.org

TOWN BOARD APPOINTS RON MONFILS SOLE ASSESSOR


