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My Fellow Colonie Residents,

Thank you for taking the time to read the inaugural edition 
of the Colonie Chronicle. This newsletter gives us, in Town 
Government, the opportunity to make regular reports to 

the public and keep you apprised of ongoing developments in the 
Town of Colonie. You will also find helpful information regarding 
frequently used phone numbers and facilities throughout our town. 
This is a key component in making the services we offer more 
accessible and convenient for the residents. As part of our cost-
savings initiatives, this edition includes the Hazardous Waste and 
Yard Waste flyers. By including these documents in the Chronicle 
we have significantly reduced additional postage costs. You can find 
more comprehensive information on these, as well as many other 
Town services, by visiting our website at www.colonie.org 

            
    I am sure by now you have read the media accounts of the current financial problems 
inherited by the new administration. Since taking office on January 1st, our team has been 
working hard to find real solutions to return our town to fiscal stability. In the coming 
months we will be bringing our plans to you, the residents, for your input, criticism and 
ideas. I have maintained from the beginning that the solution to this problem would require 
collaboration from all parties, including the government, businesses and residents, and 
therefore I encourage your participation in our public meetings this spring.  
 
    At my swearing-in, I proclaimed Colonie Memorial Town Hall an open house and to that 
extent I urge you to reach out to me with your ideas and concerns. You can e-mail me at 
colonie@colonie.org or send me a letter at Memorial Town Hall or even drop by at your 
convenience. I truly look forward to working with all of you to continue keeping the Town 
of Colonie regarded as one of the best communities in our state, and throughout the entire 
country.

Sincerely,

Paula A. Mahan
Colonie Town Supervisor

Town Rallies for Telethon
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A Messsage From Supervisor Mahan

Colonie ChroniClebegins April 7 and ends November 21 Collection 
is scheduled by Fire District

Yard Wastes are collected in the Villages of Colonie 
& Menands on a weekly basis.  For questions about 
collection within your Town or Village, please call:

Town of Colonie 783-2827
Village of Menands 434-2922
Village of Colonie 869-7562

Monday - Shaker Road / Loudonville

Tuesday - Fuller Road & West Albany 1 & 2

Wednesday - Latham & Schuyler Heights

Thursday - Boght, Verdoy & Maplewood

Friday - Midway & Stanford Heights

Weekly pick up

WE WILL NOT PICK UP
• Bags or Containers over 40 lbs. In weight and 32 gallons in volume
• Any yard waste in Plastic bags (this includes orange pumpkin bags)
• Wreaths due to wire
• Branches or Brush that are not bundled 
   with twine, string or bagged (no wire or tape)
• Branches or Brush over 3” in diameter and 4’ in length
• Branches stuffed in Containers
• Garbage
• Yard waste containing rocks, sod or dirt
• We will not enter private property to pick up yard waste. 
   Please put yard waste at curb
• Yard waste frozen in reusable containers

Yard Waste / Recycling Program 2008

If your collection day falls on a legal holiday, place your yard waste at the curb as you normally would. Pick up 
will occur either on the holiday or on another day during the week of the holiday. All other collection days during 
a holiday week will remain the same as usual. You may also bring your compostable yard waste to the compost 
facility located at the Landfill, 1319 Loudon Road, Cohoes, at no charge.

YARD WASTE MUST NOT CONTAIN
Rocks

Sod or Dirt

Garbage

Non-organic material

Plastic bags

Cardboard

Treated wood

Construction Debris

Demolition Debris

Metal of any type

Curbside pick up 
We will provide curbside pick up of your 
compostable yard & garden waste including:

• Hay
• Lawn Clippings
• Leaves
• Plant Debris

Branches & brush up to 3” in diameter and 4’ in • 
length, tied with string in manageable bundles or 
biodegradable bags

Compost pick up 
Residents may pick up compost produced from the 
program free of charge starting May 5. Compost 
can be used for the following: Compost is not 
recommended for use in vegetable gardens.

• Soil Conditioner
• Increase moisture holding capacity
• Soil permeability
• Lawn establishment
• Ornamental plant potting soil
• Ornamental plant & shrub mulch

    Supervisor Paula Mahan and mem-
bers of the Colonie Police Explorers 
Post #185 teamed up to support the 
Center for Disability Services Tele-
thon in January. For more informa-
tion on the explorers program, please 
visit www.colonie.org/police

Supervisor Mahan with the Colonie Police Explorers

Town of Colonie 
Memorial Town Hall
534 Loudon Road
Newtonville, NY 12128
www.colonie.org

Household Hazardous Waste Program 2008

Drop Off Days
April 16 
May 21
September 10 
October 8 4pm-7pm
June 28 3pm-6pm

Where
Town of Colonie Landfill
1319 Loudon Rd. (Rt. 9)
Cohoes, NY 12047

For Mandatory Pre-Registration Contact
THE PEOPLE WHO CARE. Care Environmental Corp.
Household Hazardous Waste Information Line.
Toll Free 1-800-494-2273 
Monday - Friday: 9-5 P.M.

Residents of the Town of Colonie will be accepted by
appointment only. Proof of Residency will be required 
at the time of disposal.

Sponsored By
Colonie Conservation Advisory Council• 
Division of Environmental Services• 
Department of Fire Services• 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation• 

WASTES NOT ACCEPTED
Asbestos • 
Biological or Medical Wastes• 
Dioxin Suspect Pesticides• 
(2,4,5T, certain formulations of
Weed-Be-Gone and Silvex)
Explosives and Flares• 
PCB’s• 
Pentachlorophenol• 
Radioactive Waste • 
(smoke detectors)

Materials that can be brought to the 
Town of Colonie Landfill during regular 
business hours for recycling:

Anti-Freeze• 
Pressurized Tanks and Gas Cylinders• 
Waste Oil• 

We reserve the right to refuse any 
material which is not deemed 
acceptable by the managing chemist 
on site. For more information call: 
783-2827 Division of Environmental 
Services or visit www.colonie.org

ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS

Acids•	
Adhesives•	
Aerosols•	
Boric	Acid•	
Brake	Fluid•	
Cements•	
Charcoal	Lighters•	
Chlorine•	
Cleaning	Fluid•	
Corn	&	Wart	Remover•	
Degreasers•	
Disinfectants•	
Drain	Cleaners•	
Dry	Gas•	
Dyes•	
Epoxies•	
Flea	Collars	&	Powders•	
Hair	Removers•	
Herbicides•	
Inks•	
Insecticides•	
Insect	Repellants•	
Lacquers•	
Lubricants•	
Moth	Balls	or	Flakes•	
Muriatic	Acid•	
Nail	Polish•	
Nail	Polish	Remover•	
No	Pest	Strips•	
Oven	Cleaners•	
Paints:	Latex	&	Oil	Based•	
Paint	Remover•	
Paint	Thinner•	
Permanent	Solutions•	
Pesticides•	
Photo	Chemicals•	
Pool	Chemicals•	
Rat	Poison•	
Rust	Solvents•	
Solvents•	
Spot	Remover•	
Toilet	Bowl	Cleaners•	
Tub	&	Tile	Cleaners•	
Turpentine•	
Varnish•	
Weed	Killers•	
Wood	Pesticides	(Some)•	
Wood	Polishes•	
Wood	Stains•	

   Place your yard waste in biodegradable paper bags or in 
your reusable container. Containers MUST not be over 32 
gallons in volume or 40 pounds in weight and be identified 
by a special sticker.  Place the bags and/or containers at the 
curbside for your pick up day. Biodegradable paper bags can 
be purchased at Supermarkets, Hardware Stores and Home 
Centers. Stickers to identify your 32-gallon reusable container 
are $.50 each and are available at Colonie Town Hall, Colonie 
Landfill and the Menands Village office.



2008	Civilian	Police	Academy
Applications are being accepted for the 2008 
Civilian Police Academy sponsored by the Colonie 
Police Department. The nine week program 
provides an unprecedented look at all aspects 
of the Colonie Police Department and the local 
criminal justice system. The Academy is open 
to Town residents or people that work within the 
Town and meets one night a week beginning 
on March 25th and concluding on May 20th. 
Class size is limited to 20 people and runs from 
6:30PM until 9:00PM. To receive an application 
or for more information, please call 782-2662 or 
visit www.colonie.org/police. 

Kindergarten	and	Grades	1	through	4	
Registration	for	2008/2009

Town of Colonie Youth Bureau Kindergarten 
WRAP Registration and Open Registration for 
Grades 1 through 4 for the 2008-2009 school 
year Before and After School Program will be 
held on Friday, March 21, 2008 from 8:00am 
until 2:00pm at the Community Center, 1653 
Central Avenue. For further information please 
contact Laura or Erin at 456-2135.

Summer	Camp	Registration
Town of Colonie Youth Bureau Open Registration 
for Summer Camp 2008 will be held on Friday, 
March 28 at the Community Center, 1653 Central 
Avenue at 7:30am for new campers. Please 
contact Debbie Bruno for further information or if 
you should have any questions at 456-2135.

Public	Workshop	on	Waterfront	Planning
Wednesday, April 2

7:00pm 

Meeting House at the Crossings of Colonie Park
Please contact Kelly Mateja at 783-2741, email 
pedd@colonie.org, or visit the Town’s website at 
www.colonie.org/pedd.

2008	Red	Cross	Babysitting	Courses
Eligibility:  Colonie residents, ages 11-15
Registration Required: 456-3786
Cost:  $25.00 per student (non-refundable) 
payable to Town of Colonie
Town	of	Colonie	Youth	Bureau – Room 8
1653 Central Avenue, Albany, NY  12205
  April 14-17, 2008 (M-Th) 9:00-11:30 a.m.
  April 14-17, 2008 (M-Th) 1:00-3:30 p.m.

William	K.	Sanford	Town	Library – 
Stedman Room 629 Albany Shaker Road, 
Loudonville, NY  12211
  August 18-21, 2008 (M-Th) 9:00-11:30 a.m. 
  August 18-21, 2008 (M-Th) 1:00-3:30 p.m.

   In November 2007, the Town of Colonie purchased 57 acres of 
beautiful Mohawk River waterfront property. This acquisition preserves 
this critical open space from development, protects the Mohawk 
River’s picturesque view, and will provide Town residents and visitors 
with public access to the historic Mohawk River Heritage Byway. This 
property had been identified for acquisition and stewardship through the 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan, the Mohawk River Revitalization Strategy 
and Action Plan and the Town’s Mohawk River Access Plan.  

    Last fall it was also announced that the Town of Colonie had received a 
$500,000 grant from the New York State Environmental Protection Fund, 
to go towards the purchase of this important property. It is the Town’s 
intention that this property shall provide public access to the Mohawk 
River for all residents and visitors – the property is located at one of the 
very rare locations along Colonie’s Mohawk River waterfront that is not 
choked with water chestnuts or significantly silted in. Additionally, this 
property also has significant frontage along the popular Mohawk Hudson 
Bike Hike Trail, which sees hundreds of thousands of users every year.

   On Wednesday, April 2, 2008, at 7pm, the Town of Colonie will be 
holding a Public Workshop Meeting where residents and interested 
parties will be asked to give their input on the kinds of amenities, 
facilities and activities that are appropriate for this site. The workshop 
will be held in the Meeting House at the Crossings of Colonie Park. For 
more information, please contact Kelly Mateja at 783-2741, email pedd@
colonie.org, or visit the Town’s website at www.colonie.org/pedd.

Planning Update

   The golfers of Colonie can look forward 
to the opening of the Town of Colonie 
Golf Course in the first week of April! 
This opening is always weather permit-
ting, but Don Myers, Director of Parks & 
Recreation, has assured us that the golf 
course will be up and running for the 
early-birds if the weather permits.

    To allow more time for applications to be reviewed and to further com-
munication with concerned residents, the Planning Board is changing its 
meeting schedule to the Tuesday of every other week rather than every 
week. This change in schedule will begin on April 1, 2008.

New Planning Board Schedule

   In an effort to pass along continued cost-savings to Colonie residents, 
the landfill is initiating its computer recycling program. Residents can 
bring Dell, Compaq, Hewlitt Packard and IBM computers to the landfill 
at no cost. Other brands will be recycled for a fee of $8.00.

   This program replaces the annual Earth Day Recycling program where 
residents brought their computer to be processed. The new program 
extends this period from one day to year-round, and delivers a cost 
savings of $7,500.00 to Town tax payers. 

Landfill Cost-Savings

Town Golf Course Opening

   My name is Michael Magguilli and on January 1, 2008 I 
was appointed Town Attorney for the Town of Colonie.  Town 
Supervisor Paula Mahan has asked me to write a series of 
articles for the Colonie Chronicle to provide the residents 
of the Town with information on legal issues that frequently 
arise in the Town. My goal is to write a series of informative 
articles on legal questions that could potentially affect the 
greatest number of Town residents.  I thought I would write 
my first article on the subject of potholes.

   My office receives many telephone calls this time of year from persons 
whose cars have been damaged by a pothole. The first thing that comes to 
mind when I think about potholes is the old story about lawyers and potholes 
in the road, and what drivers will do for one but not the other. My Better 
Angels tell me, however, that that kind of story is for a different type of article 
than this.  Poor attempt at humor aside, it is no joking matter when your car 
hits a pothole and you have an unexpected repair bill for hundreds of dollars.  
So, what should you do? Will the Town pay for the damage? Like most legal 
matters, the answer to this question is, unfortunately, maybe.  The answer 
depends on two things: the location of the pothole and whether the Town knew 
about the pothole prior to the accident. In order to get the Town to pay for the 
damage, the first thing you must do is document the cause of the damage to 
your vehicle and the amount of the damage. Make a note of the date and time 
of the incident, the exact location where the accident occurred, and amount 
of damage to your vehicle. The names and addresses of any passengers or 
witnesses to the incident should also be provided, if possible. A picture of the 
pothole and the surrounding area would be helpful to your claim, but is not 
absolutely necessary. Next, get a bill for the cost of repairs to your vehicle. 
If we decide you have a valid claim against the Town, we may ask you to get 
another repair quote or the Town may obtain one on its own behalf. After you 
have this documentation in hand, you must send a written claim to my office 
addressed to: Town Attorney’s Office, Memorial Town Hall,  P.O. Box 508, 
Newtonville, New York, 12128. The written claim does not have to be on any 
special form, but should contain the above information in order for my office 
to effectively process your claim.   
 
   Once my office receives your claim the first thing that must be done is to 
determine whether the pothole is located on a Town road. The Town is only 
responsible for damage caused by defects in Town roads and the Town is not 
responsible for any damage caused by a defect or pothole in a County or 
State road. If we determine that the Town does not own or maintain the road 
where the pothole is located, we will notify you of the correct municipality 
and where to file your claim. If the Town does in fact own or maintain the 
road where the damage occurred, the next thing that this office determines is 
whether the Town had notice of the defect prior to the time of the accident. 
Town Law Section 162-2 requires that the Town receive notice of a highway 
defect in a sufficient amount of time prior to the accident to allow the Town’s 
Highway Department a reasonable time to repair the pothole or defect. The 
prior notice requirement usually provides grounds for the Town to deny your 
claim since in most cases no one has complained about the condition of the 
road before your accident. Typically, the first notice of a pothole received by 
the Town is your claim for damages. If this is the case, the Town will deny 
your claim based upon a lack of prior notice and the provisions of Town Law. 
On rare occasions, however, prior notice of a defect in the roadway has been 
received by the Town, and if it is determined that the Town did not repair the 
defect in a reasonable amount of time after learning of the condition, your 
claim will be paid. 

   I hope you found this article informative. If so, the next time you see a 
lawyer in the road, please try to avoid him.

Colonie Legal	by Michael Magguilli, Town Attorney

Main	Line	........................783-2700

Animal	Control	.................783-2711

Assessor	..........................783-2701

Attorney	...........................783-2704

Civil	Service	.....................783-2721

Community	Development	...783-2718

Comptroller	......................783-2708

Emergency	Mgmt.	
&	Planning	.......................782-3460

EMS	................................782-2645

Fire	Services	....................783-2712

General	Services	...............782-2668

Historian	..........................782-2593

Human	Resources	.............783-2720

Justice.............................783-2714

Library	.............................458-9274

MIS	.................................783-2722

PEDD	..............................783-2741

Police	(Non	Emergency)	....783-2800

Pruyn	House	....................783-1435

Public	Works	Engineering	..783-6292

Environmental	Svcs.	.........783-2826

Highway...........................783-2795

Latham	Water	Dist.	...........783-2750

Pure	Waters	.....................783-2766

Recreation	.......................783-2760

Senior	Resources	..............459-5051

Supervisor	........................783-2728

Tax	&	Assessments	...........783-2730

Town	Clerk	.......................783-2734

Youth	Bureau	...................456-2135

   A recent evaluation of the Town’s 
residential recycling facilities re-
vealed that the multiple separat-
ing of residential recyclable mate-
rials (i.e. separating the glass from 
plastic containers) was hindering 
the resident’s ability to effectively 
manage their recyclables. 

 
   In response we have switched to a new “dual stream” system that 
will alleviate many of the headaches associated with recycling. Now 
residents only have to separate their recyclable fiber materials from 
their recyclable containers and do not have to individually separate 
all of their recyclable materials. The recyclable markets the Town 
chose to contract with also expanded the variety of materials that 
can be accepted providing more convenience to our residents and the 
opportunity to recycle more items.  

   The Town recently awarded a new recyclable market agreement 
with County Waste and Recycling Inc. for 2008 which is estimated 
to double the revenue that the Town receives from the sale of these 
recyclable materials.  The execution of this agreement assures that all 
of the recyclable materials collected from residents will be effectively 
recycled and not end up being disposed of within some landfill.  
 
   Based upon the improvements in the recyclable markets, the Town 
undertook the reconstruction of the Residential Recycling Drop-Off 
Station to provide a simpler system for the commingled recyclable 
materials and this facility went into operation in September 2007.  We 
have been listening to the customers and have incorporated several 
additional improvements based upon their comments and suggestions.  
We have ordered covers for the commingled fibers recycling containers 
and are evaluating the construction of discharge shoots to improve the 
loading of the commingled recyclables into the containers on windy or 
rainy days and to lower the height that the recycling containers have 
to be lifted to load into the recycling containers.  Due to the safety fall 
protection requirements, we are unable to lower the top rail of the hand 
rail system but will be looking at other options that may address this 
concern.
 
   If you have questions regarding the manner in which to prepare the 
recyclable materials for acceptance at the residential recycling drop-off 
station or have suggestions for improvement of the recycling system, 
please contact the Division of Environmental Services at 783-2827 or 
ensr@colonie.org.

Town Improves the Handling of Your Recyclables by Joseph F. Stockbridge, Director of Environmental Services

Commingled Recyclable Fibers
Old	Newspaper	 	 	 	
Old	Corrugated	Cardboard
Office	Paper	 	 	 	
Magazines
Direct	Marketing	Material	(Junk	Mail)	
Telephone	books
Old	Softcover	Books	 	 	
Box	Board	(shirt,	cereal	and	shoe	Boxes)
Milk	cartons,	Juice	Boxed,	Soup	Boxes,	
Fabric	Softener	Cartons

Metal	Containers	
Plastic	Containers	(SPI	#1,2,3,4,	5	&	7)
Mixed	Glass	Containers	(all	colors	accepted)

Commingled Recyclable Containers (with a neck)

Propane	Tanks	
		(20	lb.	or	less)	(	$3.00	charge)
Rechargeable	Household	Batteries
Automotive	Batteries
Waste	Automotive	Oil	
Waste	Automotive	Anti-freeze
Styrofoam	Packing	Materials
Car/Light	Truck	Tires
		(8	per	trip	-	$1.50/tire)	 	
Televisions
		($8.00	charge)	 	 	
Computers
		($8.00	charge)
Bulk	Metals	&	Appliances	
		($3-5.00	charge	per	unit)
Bulk	Metals	containing	Freon	
		($15.00	charge	per	unit)
Aluminum	foil	and	trays
Latex	Paint	(Warm	months	only)
Eye	Glasses	 	 	 	
Digital	Cell	Phones

Other Recyclable/Usable items accepted

The Residential Recycling 
Center Currently Accepts

PHONE DIRECTORY


