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Dear Fellow Colonie Resident,

All of us in Colonie know what a great place it is, and 
it appears the rest of the region knows it too.  That’s 
because Colonie was named the “Best Community” by 
Times Union readers in the annual TU readers’ poll.  
What an honor for all of us!

I am also happy to report that our 2015 budget 
complies with the tax levy cap, which limited our tax 
levy growth to 1.56 percent.  Our goal was to meet all 
the tax cap requirements so our residents will be able 
to benefit from the NYS Tax Rebate Program.  Rebates 
are expected to be issued next fall.

In other good news, we increased the Town’s fund 
balance for the third year running.  Our fund balance now stands at 
$2.63 million, an increase of more than $1 million since last year.

This has been a very busy and productive year for the Town as we began 
several major projects to improve the Town’s aging infrastructure.  Several of 
them, as described in the last issue of the Colonie Chronicle, are designed to 
strengthen our drinking water and sanitary sewer collection systems.  

This year, the Town also completed a ground-up renovation of Sand Creek 
Road, part of an effort to alleviate flood conditions in the West Albany area 
of town.   We concluded our first five-year paving plan, which resulted in 
improvements to 182 roads.  Next year we will begin a second five-year 
paving plan in order to continue the task of bringing our roads back to top 
working condition.  

We continue our efforts to enhance recreational facilities.  In addition 
to opening the new passive park on River Road and a new dog park, in 
2014 we also began work on a second dog park adjacent to the Town 
Golf Course.  We also saw completion of a new connector to the Hudson-
Mohawk Bike-Hike Path.

Finally, I want to note that Colonie’s Emergency Medical Services 
Department turned 25 years old this year.  We are all very fortunate to have 
such an excellent EMS Department, which over the years has received many 
honors.  I know you will join me in thanking EMS Chief Peter Berry and 
all of our dedicated paramedics and EMTs for their outstanding service to 
Colonie. 

Sincerely,

Paula A. Mahan
Colonie Town Supervisor

Budget Meets Tax Cap 2
Colonie Named Best Community 3

New Bike-Hike Path Connector 5
Water-Savings Tips 6

New Paving Plan 3
Library Increases Digital Collection 4

Pruyn House A Popular Venue 8

Inside This Issue

To
w

n
 o

f

A message from supervisor mahan

Colonie Chronicle
F a l l  E d i t i o n   2 0 1 4



Honoring Our Fallen:  A Marine Corps League Color Guard stands at attention as a “Please Remember Me” motorcade proceeds 
along Route 9.  The motorcade carried members of local Gold Star families along a parade route lined with 120 American flags, 
each representing ten of the 1,201 men and women from the Capital District killed in action since WWII.  Begun in 2013 by 
Vietnam-era veteran Tom Regan, 2014 marked the second year the procession was held and the flags were flown in Colonie.

Upcoming events

The Colonie Chronicle
Paula A. Mahan, Town Supervisor

Sara Wiest, Editor

The Colonie Chronicle is published periodically 
by the Town of Colonie to provide residents with 

information on Town happenings and services.  For 
more information, call 518-783-2728 or e-mail the 

editor at: wiests@colonie.org

Mohawk Weavers’ Guild Show & Sale 

November 20 to November 23
The Pruyn House  

Hours vary daily. Call 783-1435 for information.

Woodland Wonders Holiday Open House

(Free)
Sunday, December 7
The Pruyn House

Call 783-1435 for information.

Fort Orange Garden Club Greens Sale

December 5 and December 6
Verdoy Schoolhouse at The Pruyn House Complex

Call 783-1435 for information.

Blue Creek Garden Club Sale

December 6 and December 7
The Pruyn House 

Call 783-1435 for information.

Curbside Yard Waste Collection

(Free)
Through December 12

After  November 7, curbside collections will continue 
through December 12, weather permitting, but not 
necessarily on your regularly scheduled day.  Call 
783-LEAF with questions.

Holiday Tree Collection

(Free)

Collection of discarded holiday trees will begin the 
week of December 29.  Collection proceeds from one 
side of the town to the other and will be repeated 
multiple times. Call 783-LEAF with questions.

COLONIE’S 2015 BUDGET MEETS TAX CAP REQUIREMENTS
Colonie’s 2015 proposed budget once 
again meets the requirements of the 
Governor’s Tax Levy Cap, which 
this year limits tax levy growth to 
1.56 percent.  This is the fourth 
year running the Town has met the 
requirements of the tax levy cap.

“Our goal is to meet the required 
qualifications for the NYS Tax Rebate 
Program for our residents.  The rebate 
issuance is expected next fall,” said 
Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan.

Commenting on the budget the 
Supervisor said, “Our primary objective 

is to continue to strengthen the Town’s 
financial position while maintaining 
an excellent level of services for our 
residents.  This includes focused 
efforts on public safety and the 
Town’s Department of Public Works 
to maintain and improve an aging 
infrastructure.”

The $85.46 million 2015 budget 
represents a $2.23 million increase 
over the 2014 budget, an amount 
required to cover the increased costs of 
labor contracts, benefits, and mandated 
payments to the NYS Retirement 
System. 

FUND BALANCE CONTINUES TO GROW, HITS $2.63 MILLION
The Town of Colonie increased its reserve funds by a little over $1 million in 2013, 
bringing the Town’s total fund balance to $2.63 million.

It was the third year in a row the Town posted a positive fund balance.

“I am very proud of the progress we’ve made in building our fund balance for three 
years running, and I’m optimistic we will see continued growth,” said Supervisor 
Paula Mahan. 

In 2011, Colonie posted a $700,000 fund balance, which was the Town’s first 
positive fund balance since 2005.  The fund balance grew to $1.45 million in 2012. 

“Everyone has worked very hard to help to make these results possible,” said 
Supervisor Mahan.   “I want to thank all the Town employees, residents, and those 
in the business community who have helped us succeed.” 

The 2013 fund balance of $2.63 million was verified by SaxBST, the Town’s 
independent auditors, in the Financial Report for 2013.
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Clowning Around:  Clowns became a regular feature at The Farmers’ Market at The Crossings 
this year, as well as live music on select dates.  Since its inception, the Farmers’ Market has 
provided Colonie residents with a great place to buy farm-fresh produce in a welcoming location 
as well as generating extra revenue to help the Town pay for necessary repairs at the park.

Future Firefighters:  In August, 100 junior firefighters attended a Youth Training Day sponsored 
by the Firemen’s Association of the State of New York at the Town’s Municipal Training Center.  
Above, young trainees learn the proper technique for hosing down a propane tank in case of fire.  
In 2013, more than 7,000 firefighters, police, and EMTs trained at the center.

COLONIE NAMED 
BEST COMMUNITY!

The Town of Colonie was recently named “Best 
Community” in the Times Union’s Best of the Capital 
Region annual readers’ poll – a new poll category this 
year.  Nearly 10,000 readers responded to determine poll 
winners.

“Being voted ‘Best Community’ is the highest honor we 
could receive,” said Supervisor Paula Mahan.  “Colonie 
really is a wonderful community, and it’s great to see 
people recognize that.” 

Times Union readers also chose The Crossings as “Best 
Park” again this year.  Metroland named it the “Best 
Suburban Park,” and Capital Region Living again found it 
the “Best Place to Entertain Kids on a Summer Day.” 

Capital Region Living also ranked the William A. Sanford 
Town Library as having the “Best Library Story Time” – 
for the third year in a row – and the Colonie Town Pool 
was ranked by Times Union readers as the third best 
public pool. 

Finally, according to Times Union readers Colonie has 
many of the best services around, including best shopping 
mall, movie theater, local hotel, bakery, bookstore, spa, 
and vet – as well as the area’s best Italian, Asian, and 
Pakistani restaurants.

TOWN TO BEGIN NEW PAVING PLAN
In 2015, the Town will begin a new five-year paving and 
drainage improvement plan, continuing work begun 
in 2010 to bring Colonie’s roads back to top working 
condition.

“This new paving plan is necessary to continue our 
ongoing efforts to return the Town to a regularized 
repaving schedule,” said Supervisor Paula Mahan.

The new plan follows a five-year, $10 million paving and 
drainage improvement plan that concludes this fall.

At the time the first paving plan was authorized in 2010, 
46.6 percent of the Town’s roads were in need of repair or 
nearing the end of their useful life.

Since then, the Town has repaved 55 road miles on 182 
of the Town’s roads.  In addition, 98 major storm sewer 
repairs have been completed under the plan.  The Town’s 
Highway Department also addresses storm water issues 
throughout the year.

“We have made great progress so far, but bringing all our 
roads back to good condition is a huge job.  There is still 
more work to be done,” Supervisor Mahan said.

One of the largest towns in the U.S., Colonie has 1,200 
streets totaling 320 miles of roadway.

Roads to be repaved are selected based on road conditions, 
usage, proximity to other roads being paved, and extension 
of road life, as well as other cost factors.
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E-Book Assistance:  Librarian Peggy Mello helps patrons at the William K. Sanford Town Library 
learn to download e-books.  The library now has more than 29,000 items in its digital collection 
and provides assistance to help patrons access them.

Mighty Oak: In May, the Town’s Conservation Advisory Council and willing volunteers 
prepared 1,200 seedlings for the Town’s annual Arbor Day free tree seedling giveaway.  
Digging in for the task are, from left, above, Council Chair Bob Ulrich and volunteer 
Michelle Karlquist, and below, Shaker High School Key Club members Antonio 
Pecoraro, Andrew Stack, and Angelica Mehta. 

SIGN UP FOR NEW ALERT SYSTEM
To help keep the Colonie community better informed, the 
Town has recently become a registered contributor to Nixle, a 
web-based public notification system.

Nixle was introduced to the public in 2009 to deliver 
messages from official agencies to the residents they serve.  
It now supports over 7,000 public safety and government 
agencies at the local, county, and state level.

Anyone living or working in Colonie can sign up to receive 
texts or e-mails updating them on crime alerts, weather or 
traffic advisories, and other important messages. 

All Town of Colonie alerts will be issued through the Colonie 
Police Department.

To register, visit www.nixle.com.  Accounts can be customized 
so users receive only the information desired.  

The William K. Sanford Town Library now has more than 
29,000 titles in its digital collection, and new items are 
continually being added in order to meet increased demand.

Borrowing of e-books and other digital items at the library 
has grown steadily, from a total of 9,529 titles checked out 
in 2011 to more than 40,000 expected for 2014.  

Ebooks can be requested through the Overdrive, the 
library’s online platform.  If the library doesn’t own a desired 
title, a patron can request that it be purchased.  If the title is 
purchased, the patron will be first on the list to borrow it.

The digital collection also includes over 7,000 audio books 
and 642 videos.  

The library has monthly classes and one-on-one help 
opportunities to teach patrons how to download titles onto 
their tablets or e-readers, whether the devices are from 
Apple, Amazon, Kobo, Barnes and Noble, or androids.  
Residents can check class schedules at http://colonielibrary.
org by clicking the link to the adult newsletter. Call 810-
0314 for one-to-one help.

Library ebook systems continue to evolve.  The library can 
create special collections, such as books for teens, children, 
or even special occasions.  And now, browser-based reading 
allows a person to continue reading right where they left off 
from multiple devices.

While most videos are available through Overdrive, there 
is also a special children’s collection called Tumblebooks, 
which contains only children’s materials. Many of the 
books are interactive and all have suggested grade levels 
and common core references.  You can find them at http://
colonielibrary.org/ys.

LIBRARY INCREASES DIGITAL HOLDINGS
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Main Line. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2700

Animal Control. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2711

Assessor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2701

Attorney. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2704

Building . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2706

Civil Service. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2721

Community Development. .  .  .  783-2718

Comptroller . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2708

Emergency Management 
  & Planning. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  782-2609

EMS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  782-2645

Environmental Svcs.. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2827

Fire Services. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2712

General Services. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2726

Highway. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2795

Historian. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  782-2601

Human Resources. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2720

Justice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2714

Landfill . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2827

Latham Water Dist.. . . . . . . . . .783-2750

Library. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  458-9274

Management Information 
Services . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2895

Planning & Economic 
  Development. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2741

Police (Non Emergency). .  .  .  .  783-2811

Pruyn House. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-1435

Public Works Engineering. .  .  .  783-6292

Pure Waters (Sewer) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2766

Recreation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2760

Senior Resources. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  459-5051

Supervisor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2728

Tax Department. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2730

Town Clerk. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  783-2734

Youth Bureau. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  456-2135

COLONIE PHONE DIRECTORY

New Connector to Bike-Hike Path
A new connector joining the Shelter 
Cove residential community to the 
Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Path was 
unveiled in late August.

Ken Raymond of Prime Properties 
joined Supervisor Paula Mahan 
and others to cut the ribbon on the 
connector, which was constructed by 
the developer as a public service.

Just under a half-mile long, the 
connector crosses a new bridge to link 
to the Bike-Hike Path in the Colonie 
Town Park on Schermerhorn Road.  

“I want to thank Prime Companies for 
constructing this beautiful new bridge 
and connector,” said Supervisor Mahan.  
“This beautiful addition helps increase 
access to the Bike-Hike Path, which has 
been an ongoing goal for us.”

Another new access point to the Bike-
Hike Path was opened earlier this year, 
when the Town opened a new 12.3-acre 
passive park on River Road.

Two other new connectors to the Bike-
Hike Path were recently constructed by 
developers. 

The first runs through Parkside Estates, 
connecting to Dunsbach Ferry Road 
opposite Island View Road, eliminating 
the need to walk or ride on Dunsbach 
Ferry Road.  The second runs through 
the Winding Creek neighborhood to 
Fonda Road, near to scenic Cohoes 
Falls.

Colonie recently repaved the section 
from Buhrmaster Road east to the 
Shaker Creek Bridge.  In addition, 
Town crews work on the Bike-Hike Path 
year-round to keep it as user-friendly as 
possible in every season.

Building a Bridge: A new bike-hike path runs through the Shelter Cove residential community and connects  to the Mohawk-
Hudson Bike-Hike Path at the Colonie Town Park on Schermerhorn Road.  Above, the new bridge that brings the connector into 
the park.  Both bridge and connector path were constructed by Prime Companies as a public service.
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The most significant way to conserve water and save money 
on your water bill is to CHECK FOR and REPAIR all possible 
leaks!  The most common sites where leaks occur are toilets 
and faucets, both indoors and outdoors.   

Less common leak locations can be the sump pump in 
your basement or crawl space if it uses your drinking water 
supply as a back-up if the power goes out, the humidifier on 
your furnace, or an automatic landscape irrigation system.  
Each of these devices has a valve, or several valves, that 
regulate when water is used.  If one of these valves “sticks” 
open, water can run continuously and you may not be aware 
of it.

Other everyday ways to reduce your water usage and lower 
your water bill include installing low-flow shower heads and 
water-saving toilets.  It is also helpful to cover your pool and 
water your lawns during morning or evening hours to reduce 
evaporation.   

Always try to turn off the water when you are shaving or 
brushing your teeth, run your dishwasher and clothes 
washer only when full, and use a broom instead of a hose to 
clean driveways and sidewalks.  

Any leak left unrepaired can waste huge amounts of water 
– 1,400 gallons in a day, 43,200 gallons in a month and 
262,000 gallons in a six-month period (Latham Water 
District’s billing period).

If you have any questions or concerns about your water 
usage, your water bill, or any other water-related questions, 
contact the Latham Water District at 783-2750.

HOW TO SAVE MONEY ON YOUR WATER BILL

Regularly scheduled weekly pick-ups of yard waste ran from 
April 14 to November 7 in 2014.  The Town will still continue 
to collect yard waste, but not on the regular weekly schedule.  
Unscheduled curbside collection will continue through 
December 12, weather permitting.

Town of Colonie crews will begin collecting discarded 
Christmas trees the week after Christmas.  Collection 
proceeds from one side of the Town to the other and is 
repeated multiple times.  Trees should be placed adjacent 
to the roadway and must be free of ornaments, plastic bags, 
metals or other contaminants.  Wreaths containing metal or 
plastic rings cannot be accepted.  

Call 783-LEAF with questions.

Yard Waste, Christmas Tree Pick-Ups

Smooth Ride:  Sand Creek Road in the final stages of a renovation designed to help 
alleviate flooding conditions in West Albany.  The project included completely 
rebuilding the road from Norbrick Drive east to Everett Road and installing new 
water and sewer mains, curbs, and porous concrete sidewalks.

Our Dutch History:  A new interpretive sign at the Schuyler Flatts Cultural Park 
includes an image of this painting by Albany Artist Len Tantillo.   Depicting how the 
VanCurler home at the Flatts may have once have looked,  it shows a Hallehuis, an 
elongated structure that housed both people and livestock. 

In September, Colonie Town Historian Kevin Franklin and the 
Colonie Historical Society unveiled a new interpretive sign at 
the Schuyler Flatts Cultural Park honoring Arendt VanCurler 
and Fr. Isaac Jogues, a Jesuit missionary.

VanCurler established his home at Schuyler Flatts in 1643. 
When he later learned of the capture of Fr. Jogues by the 
Mohawks, he devised a successful plan for him to flee his 
captors by boat.

The sign includes a painting by Albany Artist Len Tantillo 
of how the VanCurler home may have looked.  It depicts a 
Hallehuis, an elongated structure that housed both people and 
livestock, sometimes separated by an interior wall.  

Interpreting History at The Flatts
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Ready, Set, Hunt:  Children get ready to hunt for eggs at the Town’s Mr. and and Mrs. Bunny event held at 
the Pruyn House on April 19.  Children also had a chance to make a craft and enjoy cookies and juice at the 
annual event organized by the Town’s Youth Services Division.

NEW COUNTY PROJECT A LIFESAVER
Albany County’s Project Lifesaver can help families 
locate loved ones who may wander off due to a 
cognitive disorder such as Alzheimer’s disease, 
autism, or traumatic brain injury.

With the program, a band transmitter about the size 
of a wrist watch is placed on a client’s ankle or wrist.  
It transmits a specific FM radio frequency that can be 
tracked during an incident.  

Members of the Albany County Sheriff’s Office Search 
and Rescue Team will then respond to locate the 
missing person.  

For more information, contact the Albany County 
Sheriff’s Office at 720-8025 or at Projectlifesaver@
albanycounty.com

NEED HELP APPLYING FOR HEAP? 
Beginning November 18, low-income senior and 
non-senior residents can get help applying for the 
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), which 
provides financial assistance for home heating 
costs.  

Monthly gross income cannot exceed $2,194 
for individuals and $2,869 for couples.  Those 
receiving Food Stamps and living alone receive an 
automatic benefit and need not re-apply. Previous 
HEAP recipients will receive a renewal application 
in the mail.

Assistance is available on the second Thursday 
of each month by appointment only.  For more 
information, call the Senior Resources Department 
at 459-5051. 

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT 
The open enrollment period to enroll in or change 
Medicare Choice plans and Medicare drug plans 
will continue through December 7.  

Case workers in the Town’s Senior Resources 
Department are recognized NYS health insurance 
counselors and are qualified to help navigate the 
many health and drug options available.  

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, call Senior Resources at 459-
5051.  You will be asked to provide a list of your 
medications and a copy of your Medicare card 
prior to your appointment.

Good Government:  In May, students from Colonie Central, Shaker High, and CBA attended the Town’s 
annual Students in Local Government Day.   Also attending was Representative  Paul Tonko, who discussed 
the Congressional legislative process and received the 2014 Legislative Advocacy Recognition Award from 
the NY Section of the American Water Works Association.  Pictured with the students are Rep. Tonko and 
Supervisor Paula Mahan, second row left and center, Colonie Water Engineer Daniel Seaver, third row left, 
and Latham Water District Superintendent John Frazer, fourth row left.

Softball Champs:  At a July Town Board meeting, Supervisor Paula Mahan, center, and the Town Board  
honored the Colonie Crossfire 14 and Under Softball Team for winning the 2014 District 7 Amateur Softball 
Association Fastpitch Softball New York State Championship.  Town Board members, back row from left, are 
David Green, David Rowley, William Carl, Linda Murphy, Brian Haak, and Paul Rosano.
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With its range of historic settings, Colonie’s historic Pruyn 
House Complex has become an increasingly popular venue 
for weddings and receptions – with 21 weddings since May.

First, there is the Pruyn House itself, an impressive blend 
of Federal and Greek Revival architecture painstakingly 
maintained and restored by The Friends of the Pruyn House 
in partnership with the Town of Colonie.

The Buhrmaster Barn, reconstructed on the grounds in 1987, 
provides a more casual setting and is in great demand in the 
summer when gardens and grounds are at their best.  It’s also 
the site each summer of a series of well-attended community 
concerts.

Extensive flower gardens, the work of the Fort Orange 
Garden Club, also provide a beautiful setting for outdoor 
events.

Facility rentals at the Pruyn House Complex help defray 
the cost of maintaining the site, which also houses the 
reconstructed one-room Verdoy schoolhouse, a carriage 
house, smokehouse, wellhouse, woodshed, potting shed, 
and restroom facility.

The Friends of the Pruyn House is a tax-exempt corporation 
which plans and funds programming and improvements 
to the Complex.  The Town funds basic services, utilities, 
salaries, and grounds maintenance.

In the Pruyn House, the Friends have replaced the windows, 
restored the staircase, refurbished several rooms, and added 
to a permanent collection of furniture and artifacts.

Working together, the Friends and the Town have recently 
made substantial improvements to the Buhrmaster Barn, 
including a new roof, repairs to the siding and cupola, and 
new exterior paint.

A new series of interpretive signs will soon be in place to 
highlight the historical and cultural significance of the Pruyn 
House in the 1830s, part of an effort to further expand the 
site’s educational mission.

The Pruyn House also hosts several community events 
throughout the year, including the upcoming “Woodland 
Wonders” holiday open house on December 7.

PRUYN HOUSE A POPULAR VENUE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS
Caption: The Buhrmaster Barn at the historic Pruyn House Complex has become a popular venue for weddings.
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