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Greetings.

RESERVE FUNDS NOW $1.45M

Once again summer has flown by, always seeming
a bit too short. With vacations over, our children
head back to school, our schedules become more
purposeful, and we look to the challenges of a
busier season.

LIBRARY READING GARDEN

COLONIE HONORS CHIEF

I am happy to report that it has been a very busy
and fulfilling year for the Town. Perhaps most
exciting is that for the second year running we
ended our fiscal year with a positive fund balance,
bringing our reserve funds to $1.45 million.

WE'RE NUMBER ONE

SAFER SCHOOL CROSSINGS

TWO NEW DOG PARKS Our fund balance is now approximately a third of

the fund balance recommended by the New York
PAVING PLAN, YEAR FOUR State Comptroller. We l'lave upda}ted him on our recent ﬁnancial‘ progress
and are confident he will recognize our newly strengthened position.

SCOUTS BRING HISTORY T0 LIFE Also exciting is that through a mix of public/private partnerships, we have
realized a number of new projects that will enhance our quality of life
here in Colonie. Among these is the beautiful new Reading Garden at the

Colonie Town Library, which will be formally opened September 12.
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NEW RIVERSIDE LANDING PARK

Later this fall, we expect to open Mohawk Riverside Landing, a new
passive park along the scenic Mohawk River. We are also planning a fall
opening for a new dog park at the Colonie Mohawk River Park — the first

~ erumnRAnn | of two dog parks we will be creating.
TOWN BOARD

Also, using a Safe Routes to Schools grant, the Town has completed
PAULA A. MRHAN construction of upgraded school crossings at both Sand Creek Middle
Supervisor School and Colonie Central High School.

WILLIAME. ﬂABl Finally, for the first time since 2003 we ended the fiscal year with reserves
Deputy Supervisor in every Town fund. That was a very big accomplishment for us. To
BRIAN B. HARK build on that progress, we will continue to follow a conservative financial
Board Member approach and work creatively to provide the best possible services while

ke ing t low.
DANIEL A. HORNICK ceplng taxes low.

Board Member

LINDA J. MURPHY

Board Member Sincerely,

PAULL ROSAND Poils B Wokn

Board Member
Paula A. Mahan
DAVID C. ROWLEY Colonie Town Supervisor

Board Member

I hope you will have a happy, healthy, and productive season ahead.




Farmers Market at the Crossings
Saturdays through September 14

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Crossings

Friends of the Library Book Sale
Saturdays through September 14

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Crossings

For info, call 605-5739

Old Fashioned Sunday

(Free)

September 8

Noon — 4 p.m. — The Pruyn House
Family fun for all ages

For info call The Pruyn House, 783-1435

Harvest Fest

(Free)

September 15

Noon — 5:00 p.m. — The Crossings

Family fun for all ages

For info, call the Youth Bureau, 456-2135

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Day
(Free)

September 18

4p.m. -7 p.m.

Colonie Town Landfill

(By appointment only: call 800-742-5542)

Halloween at The Crossings

(Free)

October 26

10:30 a.m. — Noon

The Crossings

(Costumes, music by Crick Diefendorf, spooky
stories, refreshments)

For info call the Youth Bureau, 456-2135

Curbside Yard Waste Collection

(Free)

Collection on regularly scheduled days runs
through November 8. Note: Collection will
continue through November, weather permitting;
however, due to the number of holidays in
November, pick-ups will not necessarily occur on
your regularly scheduled day. Call 783-LEAF with
questions, concerns.

The Colonie Chronicle

Paula A. Mahan, Town Supervisor

Sara Wiest, Editor

The Colonie Chronicle is published periodically
by the Town of Colonie to provide residents with
information on Town happenings and services. For
more information, call 518-783-2728 or e-mail the
editor at: wiests@colonie.org
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Government 101: Students from Colonie Central High, Shaker High, and Christian Brothers Academy had the chance to learn about
Town government at the Town’s annual Students in Local Government Day in April. Shown here with the visiting students are, first
row, fifth, sixth, and seventh from left, Town Board member Paul Rosano, Town Supervisor Paula Mahan, and Deputy Supervisor
William Carl, and second row, second from left, Town Board member Brian Haak. Students met with department heads and learned
about Town departments and services. The event is sponsored each year by the Town in cooperation with the three high schools.

TOWN'S RESERVE FUNDS NOW TOTAL $1.45 MILLION

Colonie ended 2012 with a positive fund
balance, bringing the Town’s reserve funds
to $1.45 million.

It is the second year in a row the Town
achieved a positive fund balance.

“We doubled the Town’s reserve funds in
2012,” said Supervisor Paula A. Mahan.
“This is a huge accomplishment that
shows we are making excellent progress in
meeting our goal of building reserve funds
for the Town.”

The $1.45 million reserve fund total was
reported in the Town’s Annual Financial
Report Update Document for 2012 (AUD),
which was submitted to the New York
State Comptroller’s Office in April.

“Our fund balance is now approximately
a third of the fund balance recommended
by the New York State Comptroller.

We have updated him on our recent
financial progress and are confident he
will recognize our newly strengthened
position,” the Supervisor said.

The $1.45 million reserve fund total was
also confirmed by the Town’s independent
financial auditors in their annual financial
report.

In the report, independent auditors
Bollam, Sheedy and Torani also confirmed
that 2012 was the first time since 2003 the
Town ended a fiscal year with reserves in
every Town fund.

After eliminating its inherited deficit in
2011, the Town began the task of building
reserve funds — that year recording a fund
balance of $700,000.

“We are now ahead of the ten-year
financial plan we adopted in 2008. In only
five years, we have eliminated the deficit
and made progress in building a healthy
fund balance,” Supervisor Mahan said.

The Supervisor also noted that the Town
has maintained one of the lowest tax
rates in the region while staying within
Governor Cuomo’s two percent tax levy
cap.

In addition, she said that the Town’s total
assessed property value has increased
significantly for each of the past three
years, strengthening the tax base.

“We continue to provide outstanding
resident services. Public safety is one of
our most important priorities, and Colonie
has consistently been ranked as one of the
safest communities in the United States.
Our EMS Department has also received
national recognitions for excellence,”
Supervisor Mahan said.

“I am truly pleased to report that by
following a conservative approach, we
have achieved a level of financial strength
almost unimaginable a few short years ago,
and I am confident of continued strong
success,” the Supervisor said.



LIBRARY READING GARDEN A REALITY

A ribbon-cutting for the new reading garden at the Colonie
Town Library is scheduled for September 12 at 4:00 pm.

The 50’x50” garden was made possible through a
combination of donations, volunteer efforts, and the sale of
commemorative bricks for garden walkways.

“I am very pleased that the Library took the lead on
expanding its reading space in such a cost-effective and
creative way. The end result is a really beautiful outdoor
space for our patrons,” said Colonie Supervisor Paula A.
Mahan.

“That the reading garden was built at no additional cost to
taxpayers is a result of many voluntary efforts, including those
of the Boy Scouts, residents, local business, and our own
dedicated library staff,” said Library Director Richard Naylor.

The project received a strong start with the donation of a
garden plan by Faddegon’s Nursery. Site work was performed
by the Town’s Department of Public Works.

In addition, two Colonie Boy Scouts adopted the reading
garden as an Eagle Scout project, raising funds and organizing
other troop members to help. Matt Kusche focused his efforts
on landscaping. Sean Kusche worked on providing benches
and tables.

“It’s wonderful to have our youth involved in community
projects, and the initiative of Matt and Sean played a big
part in making this project a great success,” said Supervisor
Mahan.

Wireless connectivity will be provided during library hours
so patrons can download eBooks or use their tablets while
outside.

The sale of commemorative bricks has been very successful,
providing funds needed to complete the project. Bricks are
still available through the Friends of the William K. Sanford
Library. Go to www.colonielibrary.org for details.

Contemplating Progress: Library Director Richard Naylor snapped this picture of the Town Library
Reading Garden's “first visitor,” just after the orange construction fencing was removed. Even
though the garden was not yet finished, it was already proving to be a good place to sit and relax.

It's an Honor: Supervisor Paula Mahan recognizes Colonie Police Chief Steven Heider for being
named President of the NYS Association of Chiefs of Police.

HEIDER HONORED FOR STATEWIDE SERVIGE

At the July 25 Town Board meeting, Supervisor Paula A.
Mahan recognized Colonie Police Chief Steven Heider for his
“outstanding leadership” in being named President of the NYS
Association of Chiefs of Police.

“It’s a great honor for the Town that our Police Chief will also
lead this important statewide organization,” said Supervisor
Mahan.

She also said that Chief Heider’s commitment to professional
development has “resulted in a truly outstanding police force
in Colonie.” During his tenure, Colonie has consistently
ranked among the nation’s safest communities — twice being
named the safest in the United States.

Heider also serves as First Vice Chairman for the Middle
Atlantic-Great Lakes Organized Crime Law Enforcement
Network. He is a member of the NYS Juvenile Justice
Strategic Planning Action Committee, the NYS Amber Alert
Review Panel, and Albany County’s Task Force on Child Abuse.

WANT TO HAVE FUN? WE'RE NUMBER ONE!

Times Union readers recently ranked The Crossings as “Best
Park” in its annual Readers’ Poll. The Crossings was also
ranked “Best Park” by Capital Region Living magazine.

Metroland readers voted The Crossings as having the “Best
Playground.”

Capital Region Living named the Colonie Town Library as
having the “Best Library Story Time/Children’s Activities,”
stating, “There’s no competition when it comes to the best
children’s story times in the Capital Region.”

The Colonie Town Pool and the Farmers’ Market at The
Crossings also ranked high in the Times Union poll, and the
Colonie Town Golf Course was ranked one of the top three
public golf courses by Capital Region Living.

Finally, many of the region’s best services are located in
Colonie according to Times Union readers — including best
shopping center, movie theater, hotel, diner, bakery, vet, spa,
bookstore, and coffeehouse, among many others.



WARNING
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Safer Crossings: New islands will provide safer areas in which to wait before crossing the intersection at the Sand Creek
Middle School. The intersection also has new ADA-compliant crosswalks and signalized traffic signals.

SAFER ROUTES FOR SOUTH GOLONIE SCHOOLS

New crosswalks and signalized traffic signals at Sand Creek Middle School and Colonie
Central High School are expected to be ready by the first day of school. The project
was made possible by a federal Safe Routes to Schools grant awarded to the Town of
Colonie through the New York State Department of Transportation.

“As a former educator, I know how important it is to make access routes to and
from schools as safe as possible. These projects will provide added safety both for
pedestrians and drivers,” said Colonie Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan.

At Sand Creek Middle School, islands were constructed on both the north and south
sides of the Sand Creek Road intersection to provide students with safer areas from
which to wait for the traffic signal before entering the crosswalk.

The new ramped crosswalks are ADA-compliant and feature signalized traffic signals
that allow pedestrians to push a button to change the lights before crossing the street.

For added safety, a sidewalk was constructed from Iris Lane to the island on the south
side of Sand Creek Road, and curbed islands were strategically placed in the Middle
School parking lot to calm traffic.

New ADA-compliant ramped crosswalks and signalized traffic signals were also
constructed at Colonie Central High School.

As required by the grant, engineering plans for the projects were drawn up by the NYS
Department of Transportation, with the Town bidding out and overseeing the project.

Keeping Calm: A new curb extension is designed to calm traffic and increase safety in the school parking lot.

COLONIE PHONE DIREGTORY

MainLine ................. 783-2700
Animal Control. ............ 783-2711
Assessor.................. 783-2701
Attorney .. ... 783-2704
Building .................. 783-2706
Civil Service . .. ............ 783-2721

Community Development. . . .783-2718

Comptroller ............... 783-2708
Emergency Management

&Planning ............... 782-2609
EMS.......... ... . ...... 782-2645
Environmental Sves. . ....... 783-2827
Fire Services............... 783-2712
General Services . .......... 783-2726
Highway .................. 783-2795
Historian.................. 782-2601
Human Resources .......... 783-2720
Justice. . .......... ... ..., 783-2714
Landfill ................... 783-2827
Latham Water Dist.. . ........ 783-2750
Library. ................... 458-9274
MIS .......... ... ... 783-2895
Planning & Economic

Development . ............ 783-2741
Police (Non Emergency) . . ... 783-2811
Pruyn House............... 783-1435
Public Works Engineering . . . .783-6292
Pure Waters (Sewer) ........ 783-2766
Recreation ................ 783-2760
Senior Resources. . ......... 459-5051
Supervisor . ........ ... 783-2728
Tax Department . ........... 783-2730
TownClerk ................ 783-2734
YouthBureau.............. 456-2135
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TOWN TO GREATE TWO NEW DOG PARKS

Town residents will soon have two dog parks where registered
dogs can run free and socialize with other dogs.

The parks will be constructed at the Colonie Mohawk River Park
(Town Park) and on Town property adjacent to the Colonie Town
Golf course.

“Many Town residents have asked to have dog parks in Town,
and I am pleased that we will be able to create two of them —
one on the North side and one on the South side of Town,” said
Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan. “I am also pleased that they
are being developed at no additional cost to our taxpayers,” the
Supervisor said.

CHA donated engineering plans for the dog park at Colonie
Mohawk River Park, which will be the first to be completed.
Fencing there is being donated by Waste Connections. Labor is
provided by the Town.

Each park will contain a larger enclosure for big dogs and a
smaller one for small dogs. A covered shelter will provide
protection from the elements, and water will be available on site.
All dogs must be accompanied by an adult or a youth aged 16 or
older.

To use the parks, residents must register dogs with the Colonie
Town Clerk, pay a modest annual fee, and provide proof that
their dogs have been inoculated.

A fall opening is anticipated for the Colonie Mohawk River dog
park, and a spring 2014 opening for the dog park at Colonie Golf
Course.

TOWN MAKES PROGRESS ON PAVING PLAN

Now in the fourth year of an ambitious five-year paving and
drainage improvement program, the Town this year repaved
sections of 39 more Town roads.

The Town also completed numerous projects addressing
storm-water drainage, sinkhole repairs, culvert failures, and
preventative maintenance.

“I couldn’t be more pleased. We have been steadily improving
our infrastructure, and the results are there for all to see,” said
Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan.

Since 2010, the Town has repaved 43 road miles on 152 Town
roads. In addition, more than 200 storm sewer repairs have so
far been completed under the plan.

“We are really very proud of our progress, and we continue to
be on schedule and under-budget,” said Commissioner of Public
Works Jack Cunningham.

Roads to be repaved are selected based on road conditions,
usage, proximity to other roads being paved, and extension of
road life, as well as cost factors.

Paving is being performed by Callanan Construction, low bidder
on the project. Storm sewer repairs are performed by Anjo
Construction, also low bidder.

History Buffs? Members of Village of Colonie Boy Scout Troop 278 hold a historic marker, one
of several they refurbished as a public service. Also pictured in the Village DPW garage are,
second row left, Kevin France of the Town’s Sign Shop; third from left, Town of Colonie Historian
Kevin Franklin; and at right, Supervisor Paula Mahan and Village of Colonie Mayor Frank Leak.

BOY SGOUTS BRING HISTORY BAGK T0 LIFE

Members of Latham Boy Scout Troop 277 and Colonie Village
Troop 278 recently repainted the historic markers used to
designate historic sites throughout the Town.

“It’s great to see these markers restored to their original
condition, and I am really grateful to the Scouts for helping keep
history alive,” said Town Supervisor Paula A. Mahan.

Scouts primed and painted the markers, then repainted their
extensive lettering. Prior to being repainted, the markers were
sandblasted at The Town’s Sign Shop and at Albany Steel and
Iron, which performed the work as a public service.

Town Historian Kevin Franklin coordinated the project and Town
Sign Shop Manager Kevin France oversaw the work of the Scouts
on site. Colonie Village Mayor Frank Leak also assisted by
providing a location for Troop 278 to work on the project.

“The Scouts have always come forward to assist with historic
projects here in Colonie, and they do great work,” said Franklin.

Got Goblins? If so, bring them to the Town of Colonie’s Halloween at The Crossings event
on Saturday, October 26, from 10:30 a.m. to Noon for a costume parade, sing-along, and
refreshments. For more information, call the Division of Youth Services at 456-2135.



Office of the Supervisor
Town of Colonie
Memorial Town Hall
534 Loudon Road
Newtonville, NY 12128
www.colonie.org

A River Runs Through It: At left, the site of the new Mohawk Riverside Landing passive park, where trees were planted earlier this year. At right, a view of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Path,
which runs alongside the river. A grant from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation supported construction of pathways connecting the new park to the Bike-Hike Path.

TOWN READIES MOHAWK RIVERSIDE LANDING FOR FALL OPENING

The Town of Colonie has been busy all summer readying the new
Mohawk Riverside Landing park for a ribbon-cutting planned for
later this fall.

After final grading of the 12.3-acre site was complete, scores of
new trees were planted, the parking lot was paved, pathways
were constructed, and restrooms were underway.

Support from the Colonie IDA and the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation means that the new passive park’s
cost to taxpayers is minimal.

“I am grateful to the IDA and DEC for helping us make this park
a reality. It returns a prime piece of riverside property to public
use, increasing recreational opportunities and further beautifying
the Town,” said Supervisor Paula Mahan.

Earlier this year, the Department of Environmental Conservation
awarded Colonie a $10,000 Mohawk River Basin Program grant
to construct pathways connecting the park to the Mohawk-
Hudson Bike-Hike Path, which runs along the river.

Also planned are informational kiosks detailing the history and
ecology of the site.

The park is being built at the site of the former Latham Water
Treatment Plant located on River Road near the Niskayuna
border. Vacant for decades, the unused plant was demolished in
2012 with support from the IDA.

Following demolition of the old plant, Town DPW crews began
grading and leveling the site last year, building berms and
removing old trees and brush in anticipation of a completing the
park this year.
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