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My Fellow Colonie Residents,

It’s hard to believe summer has already passed us by; it always seems 
to go too quickly. For many, the fall represents change, whether 
it’s embarking on your first semester of college, getting your family 
back into their regimen or simply enjoying the natural beauty of the 
Northeast this time of year.  

In this edition of the Colonie Chronicle you can read about many 
different developments in the Town, and even learn about some very 
special events we have on tap in the coming weeks.

In addition to the various programs you can read up on, I want to 
extend a sincere thank you to the residents who participated in this 
summer’s public forums on the Town’s Strategic Financial Recovery 
Plan. Starting in July, I visited six different locations throughout the 

Town to seek your input on the fiscal conditions in Colonie. Literally, hundreds of residents 
took the time to participate and their contribution made these presentations very beneficial 
for me.

We’re continuing our efforts to eliminate the waste in our Town government and to date we have 
saved over $6 million dollars. Furthermore, we were able to finalize the deal to sell the Town’s 
portion of Heritage Park to Albany County, generating nearly $3 million dollars in revenue for 
Town taxpayers.

From the beginning I knew the process of our financial recovery would be long, but I am 
pleased to report these steps we’re making in order to bring the Town’s financial house back in 
order. This administration’s head-on approach to these issues is generating real results for you, 
the taxpayers of our great Town.

As always, I welcome your input and I firmly believe it is essential to our success as a Town. Do 
not hesitate contacting me with any of your future concerns.

Sincerely,

Paula A. Mahan
Colonie Town Supervisor
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A Message From supervisor Mahan

Colonie ChroniCle

supervisor calls for Tax exemption for Cold War Veterans
Supervisor Mahan moved a resolution at the October 30th meeting of the Town Board 
that calls for a public hearing on the creation of a 15% property tax exemption for Cold 
War Veterans. If adopted, the Town will follow Albany County’s lead in enacting a tax 
exemption for Veterans of the Cold War era.

A Cold War Veteran is defined as an honorably discharged veteran who served active 
duty any time between September 2, 1945 and December 26, 1991. 

For more information on eligibility or the application for this exemption, please contact 
the Town Assessor at 783-2701
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2008 Colonie Cup

Each year the two public high schools in the Town battle for the Colonie 
Cup. The game is always exciting and this year was no exception. The 
Bison from Shaker High came out on top this year and they stopped by 
Town Hall with Head Coach Dennis Bender to receive congratulations 
from Supervisor Mahan.

One Stop Informational Session
Friday, November 14 1PM-4PM
Location: The Crossings
For more information please see page 5 
 or call 459-5051

Youth Bureau’s Letters to Santa
December 1-17
There are drop boxes located at the library, Town 
Hall & the Colonie Community Center. Children 
that drop off their letters by the 17th will receive a 
letter back from Santa! 456-2135

Toddler Tales
Every Friday 10-11:30AM
Toddler Tales sponsored by Youth Bureau 
Colonie Community Center 456-2135

Country Holiday & Tree Lighting
December 7 from 2-5PM
Crossings of Colonie Park 
Free to the Public. 456-2135

Hudson Mohawk 
Weavers’ Guild Show
November 20-23rd -- Pruyn House
Sale featuring hand-woven fashions, rugs and 
gifts designed and created by Guild members. 
Free. Thurs. 2AM - 9PM, Fri. 10am - 9PM, Sat/
Sun 10AM - 5PM  783-1435

New York City Bus Trip
Saturday, November 29th
Sponsored by the Pruyn House 
For Reservations Call 783-1435

“Holiday Magic” Greens Show
Saturday, December 6th, 10AM-4PM
Pruyn House
Decorations by the Blue Creek Garden Club 
Free to the public. 783-1435

Friends of the Pruyn House
Open House
Sunday, December 7th, 12:30 – 4:30PM 
Come enjoy the Sunday festivities: music by the 
Recorders, punch & cookies, decorations. 
Free to the public. 783-1435

upcoming events

explorer have strong showing at Annual Academy
The Colonie Police Explorer Post 185 participated in the annual 
Explorer Police Academy at Eastern Connecticut State University 
from July 27 to August 2. The Explorer Academy is a program 
designed to expose Explorers to a broad understanding of modern 
day policing.

In Phase I of the Explorer Academy, Colonie Explorers Chris Heinbach 
and John Rockwell led the Academy class with the highest academic 
averages.

In Phase IV of the Academy, Explorer Chris Allen from Colonie took 
first place in the overall physical fitness category. Phase IV of the 
Academy is an intense physical program designed to parallel the 
modern day requirements in physical agility throughout the municipal 
police academies.

Phase V of the Explorer Academy is a mountain bike training program, 
designed and instructed by State Police bicycle patrol officers. Phase 
V is also an intense physical program. Explorer John Dyer took third 
place overall in this phase, while Explorer Cody Sholtes took first 
place overall in the mountain bike phase.

The Colonie Police Explorers had another strong showing at the 
annual academy and look forward to continuing their competition 
and training in the coming year.

A special thanks to Colonie Police Officers Jason DePaulo, Aaron 
Malinoski and Brian Curran for their involvement in the mentoring 
of Explorer Post 185.



When the green woods laugh with the voice of joy

 And the dimpling stream runs laughing by;

 When the air does laugh with our merry wit,

 And the green hill laughs with the noise of it.

When our merry wit causes the air to laugh at decibel levels well above acceptable limits, 
the Town Code of the Town of Colonie comes to the rescue and provides a means of redress. 
On August 28, 2003, the Town adopted Article 135 of the Town Code, imaginatively entitled 
the “Town of Colonie Noise Control Local Law.” The purpose of the law is “to reduce the 
ambient noise level in the Town, so as to preserve, protect and promote the public health, 

safety and welfare, and the peace and quiet of the inhabitants of the Town, prevent injury to human, plant and animal 
life and property and to facilitate the enjoyment of the natural attractions of the Town.“ I am going to have to do 
some research on how noise can injure plant life.

The public policy embodied in the Town Code is simply that every person is entitled to acceptable ambient noise 
levels. The law is then written in the negative and sets forth what constitutes unacceptable ambient noise levels 
that are deemed detrimental to the enjoyment of life or property. The Town Code makes it illegal to create, make or 
maintain excessive or unreasonable noise, and prohibits any noise which “annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the 
comfort, repose, health, peace, safety or welfare of a reasonable person of normal sensibilities.” The law also contains 
specific items of  prohibited activities that result in unacceptable noise levels : animal or birds (honest, the law says 
“birds”) causing a noise disturbance for more than 15 minutes; shouting, yelling, crying or hooting by peddlers, 
hawkers and vendors (see my previous article);  excessively using the horn of a motor vehicle; operating noisy tools 
or heavy equipment between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; using lawn mowers or leaf blowers on a residential property 
before 7:00 a.m., and, any noise which, when measured by a sound level meter placed at a property line, is in excess 
of 75 decibels between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  

The noise control law is enforced by the Town of Colonie Police Department, the Town of Colonie Building 
Department and such other employees authorized by Town Supervisor Paula Mahan. A violation of the Noise 
Ordinance can result in an appearance ticket issued to the offending noisemaker.  A conviction of the noise 
ordinance will result in a fine of between $50 and $250, seven to fifteen days in jail, or a combination of the two. The 
severity of the punishment depends on the number of prior noise convictions a perpetrator has on his or her record.  
Now that you are familiar with the basics of the noise law, the question becomes what should you do when you are 
exposed to excessive or unreasonable noise? For instance, say your neighbors are away for the weekend leaving 
junior home alone who is throwing the party of the century blasting Metallica music at 3:00 in the morning, causing 
your windows to shake and your cat to seek refuge under the couch? Or say the insomniac next door insists on 
blowing leafs at the crack of dawn? What to do? Simple: call the police. You should be warned, however, that you can 
forget about the police enforcing the Noise Ordinance on the basis of disturbing the peace of a “reasonable person of 
normal sensibilities.” This standard is simply too subjective for the police to enforce. In my opinion, this provision of 
the law is virtually unenforceable since it improperly mixes a civil law standard of reasonable conduct with a criminal 
law burden of proof. How do you prove in court beyond a reasonable doubt what constitutes a reasonable person of 
normal sensibilities? Very difficult, if not impossible. Consider that some reasonable people of normal sensibilities 
pay good money for concert tickets to have the same heavy metal or hip hop music blasted at them that was used to 
force Manuel Noriega from hiding in Panama in 1989.

On the other hand, if you have an inconsiderate neighbor who insists on blasting music or blowing leaves at six in 
the morning causing you to wake from a peaceful slumber, the police, armed with sound level meters, will take action 
if the noise level exceeds 75 decibels at your property line. This is a quantifiable, objective standard that can easily 
be proved in a court of law. If the noise level exceeds 75 decibels at your property line, the police will likely issue a 
warning and request that the noisemaker lower the volume or stop the noisemaking activity. If the noisemaker fails 
to comply with the officer’s request, or if the police are repeatedly called back after providing an initial warning, an 
appearance ticket will issue, and the matter will be prosecuted by my office. 

The Town of Colonie recognizes that noise can be a constant source of irritation and even torment to Town residents.   
However, there are some problems with the Town Noise Control Ordinance as it exists today. The law needs to 
be amended not only to correct unenforceable provisions, but to reflect changing conditions in the Town. In fact, 
Supervisor Mahan recently formed a committee to amend the Noise Control Law to make it easier for our police to 
enforce and to redefine what constitutes acceptable ambient noise levels in the Town, so that when the green woods 
laugh with the voice of joy, our Town residents will be able to hear the joyous laughter.

Colonie Legal by Michael Magguilli, Town Attorney

- Lord Byron



Main Line ........................783-2700

Animal Control .................783-2711

Assessor ..........................783-2701

Attorney ...........................783-2704

Building...........................783-2706

Civil Service .....................783-2721

Community Development ...783-2718

Comptroller ......................783-2708

Emergency Mgmt. 
& Planning .......................782-3460

EMS ................................782-2645

Fire Services ....................783-2712

General Services ...............783-2726

Historian ..........................782-2593

Human Resources .............783-2720

Justice.............................783-2714

Library .............................458-9274

MIS .................................783-2722

PEDD ..............................783-2741

Police (Non Emergency) ....783-2744

Pruyn House ....................783-1435

Public Works Engineering ..783-6292

Environmental Svcs. .........783-2826

Highway...........................783-2795

Latham Water Dist. ...........783-2750

Pure Waters .....................783-2766

Recreation .......................783-2760

Senior Resources ..............459-5051

Supervisor ........................783-2728

Tax & Assessments ...........783-2730

Town Clerk .......................783-2734

Youth Bureau ...................456-2135

COLOnIe PhOne dIReCTORY
On October 30th the Town Board voted to adopt the 2009 budget proposal.  As 
part of this process the Town’s first-ever budget committee was formed. The 
committee was comprised of various senior-level Town employees who worked 
to compose the budget proposal. Their task was to develop a realistic budget 
that accurately accounted for the inevitable like increases in costs associated 
with energy, petroleum-based products, overtime and fringe benefits.  During 
the months-long process, the committee scrutinized departmental budget 
submissions and past-years budgets to eliminate wasteful spending.

The total budget for 2009 is $86.9 million which represents a 5.3% decrease 
over the 2007 actual expenses of $91.8 million.  The 2009 budget includes 
personal service expenditures of $38,046,657 which is an increase of 3.4% or 
$1,264,328 over the 2008 budget.  This increase can be attributed to previously 
negotiated contractual terms.  As part of the financial recovery plan, we have 
eliminated 17 positions, totaling $827,279.00 in savings to taxpayers.

The total residential property tax rate will be $2.80 per thousand, resulting 
in an increase of 3% or $0.08 per thousand.  For an average home assessed at 
a value of $140,000, the residential property tax will be increased by $11.20 
this year.  

In addition, taxpayers will pay a one-time deficit correction tax at a rate of $1.00 
per $1,000.  The One-Time Deficit Correction Tax will generate approximately 
$5.6M and will help the Town end its dependency on Revenue Anticipation 
Notes (RAN’s), which are short-term loans for sales tax revenue that the Town 
has been using to meet operating expenses.  The State Comptroller noted this 
as one of his sharpest criticisms of the Town’s practices in an  audit of Town 
finances.

Overall the 2009 budget cuts town spending in spite of inevitable increases in 
several areas like personal services and energy costs.  The budget committee 
will continue to meet regularly to monitor our progress and make adjustments 
as necessary to ensure the budget remains balanced.   

To date we have cut $6 million in unnecessary spending but we can do better 
to make sure our government is running as efficiently as possible while 
exceeding the service delivery expectations that contribute to the outstanding 
quality of life in the Town of Colonie.

2009 Budget update

In August, ten Town employees who work out of the Public Operations 
Building, took the initiative to give up their automobiles for the day and bike 
to work. Their efforts helped to promote wellness and awareness of green 
alternatives for the daily commute.

An informal survey of the participants revealed they only spent an additional 
5-10 minutes on their commute to the Public Operations Building.  Here are 
some other interesting facts about their efforts:

•	 Prevented	60	lbs.	of	CO2	emissions;
•	 Saved	approximately	2	gallons	of	gas;
•	 And	burned	approximately	2,300	calories.

These numbers represent just one day’s commute with only 10 workers 
participating.  The town has miles of bike trails for residents to take advantage 
of. For information on any of these trails, please contact our Parks & Recreation 
Department at 783-2760.

Colonie employees Bike to Work



sPOTLIghT On OuR senIORs

Medicare d and health Insurance Assistance Available
Assistance in choosing the right Medicare Part D 
prescription drug plan is available through the Senior 
Resources Department.  The new enrollment period 
begins November 15th for coverage effective January 1, 
2009. This is the only time of year switching plans can 
occur. There have been some changes in Medicare Part 
D and new plans available. It is a good time to revisit 
the plan you are in and determine if it is still the right 
plan for you. 

For assistance with your Medicare D questions, please 
call the Senior Resources Department at 459-5051 and/
or to set up an appointment.

One stop Informational session
Sometimes getting all the information you need to 
make the best decisions in life can be a difficult task.  
Wouldn’t it be nice if all the information you need 
was in one place, so you could ask all the questions 
you have and get answers at the same time from 
professionals, face-to-face?

The Town Senior Resources Department will be 
hosting a “One-Stop Informational and Benefits 
Session” for all town residents on Friday, November 
14th from 1 to 4 p.m. at The Crossings, 580 Albany-
Shaker Road. Representatives from various health 
insurance plans, EPIC, Social Security, Food Stamps, 
Medicaid, Section 8 Housing Assistance Program, and 
the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) will be 
available to provide information and assistance in applying for their programs.  

This program is open to the public. For additional information, please call the Senior Resources 
Department at 459-5051.

seniors May Be eligible For home heating Assistance
Energy costs continue to escalate and, in the winter, this 
can mean an extra strain on your wallet.   For seniors on 
fixed incomes, the challenges associated with increases 
in these costs can mean the difference in the ability to 
stay independent in your own home.  The town’s Senior 
Resources department is prepared to help by getting you 
the information you need to apply for assistance from 
the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP).  

This program provides financial assistance with heating 
costs to low-income residents. The monthly gross 
income cannot exceed $1,963 for individuals and $2,567 
for couples. If you receive Food Stamps you will receive 
an automatic benefit and do not need to apply. 

APPOINTMeNTS 
Are requeSTed

For more information, please call 
the Senior Resources Department

459 -5051

A HEAP representative will be at the One Stop 
Session at The Crossings on November 14th 
from 1 to4 p/m. Assistance applying for HEAP 
will also available through the Senior Resources 
Department at the Beltrone Living Center on 
the second Friday of each month beginning in 
December from 1:30 to 3:30p.m.  



Colonie selects Town designated engineers

PuBLIC heARIng nOTICe
On the

extension of the Albany 
Landfill: Rapp Road

PLACe: 
Polish Community Center
Rapp Road and Washington Ave. Ext.

TIMe: 
7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 3, 2008

deTAILS:
On	Wednesday	December	3rd,	in	accordance	
with the State Environmental Conservation 
Law, a public hearing is scheduled to obtain 
public comment regarding the application 
by the City of Albany to extend the landfill 
facility at Rapp Road.  

This may be the only opportunity for Town 
and Village residents who may be affected 
by an extension to comment on the potential 
impacts. For additional information on the 
hearing, please contact Colonie Village Hall 
or Colonie Town Hall.  

Town of Colonie Memorial Town Hall
534 Loudon Road
Newtonville, NY 12128
www.colonie.org

As the new administration met with various developers over the first 
few months of 2008, one thing that became very apparent was the 
time it took for these developers to get a shovel into the ground. The 
typical timeframes that developers are told is 18 to 24 months to get 
full permitting to start their project, while bordering municipalities 
were doing this in as little as 60 days to 6 months. In order for the 
Town to remain competitive, our processes needed to be revised and 
we needed a business model approach that would both attract and 
retain business within the Town’s limits. The processes were flawed 
and no accountability was given as to the reasons for the lengthy 
timeframes. We began to meet with other municipalities that were 
using Town Designated Engineers. These bordering municipalities 
were happy to share why they moved to this approach and the 
successes they achieved in converting to this system.

The Town solicited a Request for Qualification’s “RFQ” and had 
received several submissions for review.  In the end, the Town selected 
Barton & Loguidice and Clough Harbour & Associates, as the first 
Town Designated Engineers. They will be charged with the review of 
all “MAJOR” development applications that will come through the 
Town’s Planning and Economic Development Department. The Town 
Designated Engineer will work directly with the Director of Planning 
and Economic Development and the Developer/Project Owner to 
develop realistic project timelines, bring accountability to all sides of 
the various projects processes including the Towns’, the TDE  and the 
Developer alike, and review project plans from Concept level through 
Final Approval before the Planning Board.  

With the addition of hiring a Town Designated Engineer, the Town 
of Colonie gains many more staff at no additional cost to the town 
residents. We additionally gain expertise in storm water, sewer, 
planning, traffic, water, engineering and building and construction 
services to compliment the existing staff the Town already employs. 
The Town Designated Engineers will be specifically assigned to 
various development projects and in the end the Town will realize a 
greater impact to the local economy through its tax base as well as job 
creation and retention.


