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Executive Summary  

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b) 
1. Introduction 

The Consolidated Plan is required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in order for 
local jurisdictions to receive federal housing and community development funds under the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) programs.  

The 2015 Consolidated Plan covers a five-year period beginning July 1, 2015 and ending June 30, 2020 with interim 
updates as necessary.  

The overall goal of these housing and community development programs is to develop viable urban communities 
principally for low- and moderate-income persons by: 

1)      providing decent housing; 
2)      providing a suitable living environment; and 
3)      expanding economic opportunities. 
The Consolidated Plan serves the following four functions: 
1)      a planning document for the Town of Colonie, which builds on a participatory process; 
2)      an application for federal funds under HUD's CDBG and HOME formula grant programs; 
3)      a strategy to be followed in carrying out HUD programs; and 
4)      an action plan that provides a basis for assessing performance. 

 The Consolidated Plan consists of three main sections: 

1)      housing, homeless and community development needs assessment; 
2)      housing and community development five-year strategic plan; and 
3)      action plan:  one year use of funds. 

 2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment 
Overview 

The Consolidated Plan summarizes the community's work plan for addressing the needs referenced 
throughout this plan.  The Town of Colonie’s goals for the 2015 –2019 planning period focus on 
preserving existing stock of affordable housing units; increasing the number and type of homeownership 
opportunities available to low-to moderate-income homebuyers; reducing housing-related lead-based 
paint hazards, especially for low-income families and children; providing non-housing public services 
that meet the needs of low-and moderate-income persons; creating and/or replacing infrastructure 
systems and public facilities in low- and moderate-income areas; providing tenant-based rental 
assistance; improving homeless prevention activities; and providing opportunities for low-income 
persons to become economically self sufficient.  Specifically, the Town of Colonie will do the following: 
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Provide Decent Affordable Housing - Housing Availability/Accessibility: 

• Rehabilitate 60 homeowner housing units for low to moderate income households 
• Provide direct financial assistance to 20 low to moderate income homebuyers 
• Provide tenant-based rental assistance to 1,875 low-income households 

Create Suitable Living Environments - Public Service Accessibility: 

• Assist 150 persons through public service activities 

It is important to note that the goals and objectives included in this strategic plan do not represent all 
the actions to be undertaken in Colonie.  They reflect only those actions that may be carried out using 
CDBG, HOME, and Section 8 funding, in conjunction with other financial and organizational resources 
listed in each year's entitlement action plan.  Though the competition for CDBG funds has continually 
increased since program inception, the Town has made an effort to balance disbursement of these funds 
between the various needs of the community. 

3. Evaluation of past performance 

Although personal property tax revenue in the Town of Colonie is projected to remain relatively stable 
and sales tax revenue has fully rebounded from the recession, communities across the state continue to 
feel the aftershocks of the Great Recession.  

The sluggish growth in sales tax revenues is adding additional pressure to already strained local 
budgets.   Furthermore, the Town of Colonie, like many other municipalities in New York State, has 
continually been challenged on a fiscal level by the increase in unpredictable and mandated expenses 
and mandates that have extraordinary costs associated with them.  Some of these items include 
retirement costs, fuel and energy costs, snow removal, storm sewer management and health and 
liability insurance premium increases.  These costs have rapidly overtaken any non-taxing, offsetting 
revenue streams such as sales taxes, property taxes, and other fee for services. 

The Town recognizes the need to provide greater access to affordable housing.  While much of Colonie 
possesses attractive, well-maintained residential units, the age and modest value of some of Colonie’s 
housing stock is creating a serious housing quality issue.  According to the 2008 - 2012 American 
Community Survey (ACS), 75 percent of the Town’s housing stock is now over 30 years old and 50 
percent is over 50 years old.  Although an older housing stock, in and of itself, does not necessarily 
indicate a deteriorating housing stock, it does tend to reflect the possibility that a significant segment of 
Colonie’s housing stock may be declining due to general trends of forestalling major housing 
improvements and repairs as housing units continue to age.  Older homes tend to require rehabilitation 
of mechanical systems, roofing, and windows to bring them up to standard condition.  Lower income 
homeowners are often financially unable to maintain their residences, particularly when a major 
component needs repair or replacement.  Where once the typical housing unit receiving rehabilitation 
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assistance through the Town possessed moderate rehabilitation needs now more and more the units 
the Town is asked to rehabilitate possess substantial rehabilitation needs or are beyond cost-effective 
rehabilitation.  

Over a quarter of the households in the Town are now facing a housing affordability problem.  The term 
for this is “housing-cost burden” and refers to owners and renters who spend more than 30 percent of 
their income on housing costs.  According to the ACS, 26 percent of households in the Town spend more 
than 30 percent of their income on housing costs.  Of those households 76 percent have household 
incomes of less than $50,000.  There are 15,324 owner-occupied housing units in Colonie with a 
mortgage; 25 percent of which have a second mortgage or home equity loan or both.  Furthermore, the 
continual decline in construction of multi-family units has created a low vacancy rate and a shortage of 
affordably priced apartments for low-and moderate-income persons. 

The Town of Colonie through its CDBG, HOME and Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program 
expenditures has overall been successful in meeting, and in some cases exceeding, its projected 
performance goals and objectives as defined in its 2010 Consolidated Plan approved by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation 
Report for the 2013 program year submitted to HUD in September 2014 illustrates measurable 
performance outcomes against stated performance objectives.  Impacts of planned program 
performance have been evidenced in providing social/supportive services and promoting affordable 
housing. 

4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process 

The purpose of the Town of Colonie Citizen Participation Plan is to promote citizen participation in all 
phases of the Consolidated Plan and develop local priority needs and objectives for the Community 
Development Block Grant and HOME programs. 

All citizens, especially low- and moderate-income persons, members of minority groups, non-English 
speaking persons, persons with disabilities, residents of areas where a significant amount of CDBG 
activity is proposed or ongoing, and residents of public and assisted housing are encouraged to 
participate in the development of the community development process including the Consolidated Plan, 
any amendments to the Plan (which significantly change the scope, location, or funding of a previously 
approved activity), and the performance report.  

A Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee has been established to ensure broad 
participation in the process.  The current Citizen Advisory Committee consists of seven (7) members 
appointed by the Town Board, in conjunction with the mayors of the villages of Colonie and Menands.  
Membership of the Citizen Advisory Committee is drawn from all areas of the Town and includes, to the 
extent possible, very low- and low-income persons, members of minority groups, non-English speaking 
persons, the elderly, persons with mobility, visual or hearing impairments, residents of areas where a 
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significant amount of activity is proposed or ongoing, the business community, and civic groups that are 
concerned with the Community Development program. 

The Citizen Advisory Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the Community Development 
Department in providing adequate and timely information on the Consolidated Plan to the general 
citizenry of the Town and, as appropriate, units of local government.  

Hearings and meetings are held at times and locations convenient to potential and actual beneficiaries 
and with accommodations for persons with disabilities. 

5. Summary of public comments 

There were no citizen comments received at either of the two public hearings.  However, there was one 
written comment received during the 30-day comment period for the 2015 Consolidated Plan.  This 
written comment as well as the Town’s response to the written comment is included in the Public 
Comments appendix. 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 

There were no comments or views not accepted. 

7. Summary 

The Town of Colonie's 2015-2019 Consolidated Plan has been prepared to develop a viable community 
by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment, expanded economic opportunities 
principally for low- and moderate-income persons.  An approved citizen participation plan was used to 
gather public comments through public meetings and the consultation process provided additional 
input. Information gathered from the public, a market analysis, and data provided by HUD was used to 
identify, goals and the activities of this Consolidated Plan. 
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The Process 

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b) 
1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those 
responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source 

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and 
those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 
   
CDBG Administrator COLONIE Community Development 

Department 
HOME Administrator COLONIE Community Development 

Department 
Table 1 – Responsible Agencies 

 
Narrative 

Preparing a Consolidated Plan involves a process that insures that housing and community development 
planning and programming will be accomplished through a unified and comprehensive framework that 
opens new opportunities for collaboration and collective problem-solving.  Partnerships among 
government agencies and between government and private groups need to be developed in order to 
marshal government and private resources to achieve intended public purposes. 

In initiating this process for preparation of its Consolidated Plan, the Town of Colonie Community 
Development Department acted as lead agency for its portion of the Colonie Schenectady Troy 
Consortium, and for the villages of Colonie and Menands.  

The process of developing a Consolidated Plan must have clear backing and support from the elected 
leadership to be successful, and in this regard, the Town has been fortunate.  Since 1995, when the 
Town's initial Consolidated Plan was prepared, the Town Supervisor and members of the Town Board 
have supported the process and the Community Development Department.  Effective members have 
been appointed to the Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee, and the recommendations 
of that committee have been given serious consideration by the Supervisor and the Town Board.  Once 
accepted, the programs set forth in the Consolidated Plan have been faithfully implemented. 

In addition to the Community Development Department, several other Town departments are involved 
in the delivery of CDBG, HOME, and Section 8 funded programs.  They include the Town of Colonie 
Building Department (performs residential rehabilitation inspections), the Town of Colonie Comptroller’s 
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Office (process payment requests prepared by the Community Development Department), and the 
Town Attorney's Office (provides legal services). 

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Nancy J. Andriano, Program Manager 
Town of Colonie 
Community Development Department 
Memorial Town Hall 
534 Loudon Road 
Latham, NY 12110 
518-783-2718 
andrianon@colonie.org 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 508, Newtonville, NY 12128 

A summary of the proposed Consolidated Plan and annual Entitlement Action Plan is published in the 
Colonie Spotlight.  The Consolidated Plan, annual Entitlement Action Plan, substantial amendments to 
these plans, and annual performance reports are available for review by the public at the following 
locations: 

• Community Development Department, Memorial Town Hall, 534 Loudon Road, Latham, NY 
12110 (518) 783-2718 

• William K. Sanford Town Library, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville, NY 12211 (518) 458-9274 
• Village of Colonie, Village Hall, 2 Thunder Road, Colonie, New York 12205 (518) 869-7562 
• Village of Menands, Village Hall, 250 Broadway, Menands, New York 12204 (518) 434-2922 
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PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.200(b), 91.215(l)  
1. Introduction 

The consolidated planning process began in the Town of Colonie on January 27, 2015 when various 
organizations, agencies, churches, and individuals were sent questionnaires soliciting input in identifying 
priority housing and community development needs and in defining improvement strategies that would 
bring these needs and resources together. 

A Consolidated Plan Resident Survey was developed by the Community Development Department.  The 
purpose of this survey was to solicit input from residents as to what they felt were the general areas of 
need for using Community Development Block Grant and Home Investment Partnership funds.  This 
survey was made available at various locations in the Town and villages including the Town of Colonie 
Memorial Town Hall, the William K. Sanford Town Library, the Beltrone Living Center, Colonie Village 
Hall, and Menands Village Hall and on the Town’s web page (online). 

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between 
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health 
and service agencies (91.215(I)). 

The Town of Colonie’s Public Housing Authority (PHA) serves as the policy board for the Town of 
Colonie’s housing programs administered by the Community Development Department.  Programs 
include the housing choice voucher program, residential rehabilitation program, and first time 
homebuyer program.  Furthermore, the Community Development Department implements a range of 
affordable housing and community development activities, including administration of the CDBG and 
HOME programs; preparation of the Consolidated Plan, the Annual Entitlement Action Plan, and the 
Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER), and; technical assistance for and 
collaboration with non-profit and for-profit housing developers and social service agencies. 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of 
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with 
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness 

The Albany County Coalition on Homelessness (ACCH) functions as the local Continuum of Care (CoC), 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as the local planning and 
decision-making body on programs funded with HUD's homeless assistance programs. 

Monthly board and membership meetings, along with committee meetings, deal with issues such as 
best practice service models, legislative issues, policies and practices governing emergency shelters, and 
collaborative applications for funding.  These meetings provide an important venue for consumers, 
providers, and funders to identify system-wide service gaps and community-based solutions. 
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The Town currently serves on the CoC board of directors as well as the CoC Operations Committee. 

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in 
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate 
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS 

N/A 

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process 
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other 
entities 
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Table 2 – Agencies, groups, organizations who participated 

1 Agency/Group/Organization Albany Community Development Agency 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Lead-based Paint Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of the Albany Community 
Development Agency was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the housing needs and lead-based 
paint strategy. 

2 Agency/Group/Organization CITY OF COHOES 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Lead-based Paint Strategy 
Public Housing Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The mayor of the City of Cohoes was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing needs, 
public housing needs, and lead-based paint 
strategy. 

3 Agency/Group/Organization City of Schenectady Department of Development 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Lead-based Paint Strategy 
Public Housing Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of the City of Schenectady Department 
of Development was emailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on housing needs, public housing needs, and lead-
based paint strategy. 

4 Agency/Group/Organization City of Troy Housing and Community Development 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 



  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     10 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of the City of Troy Housing and 
Community Development was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on housing needs, public housing needs, 
and lead-based paint strategy. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization CITY OF WATERVLIET 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Public Housing Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The mayor of the City of Watervliet was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing needs, 
public housing needs, and lead-based paint 
strategy. 

6 Agency/Group/Organization AFFORDABLE HOUISING PARTNERSHIP 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Affordable Housing 
Partnership was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs. 

7 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Coalition on Homelessness 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless 
Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The Co-chairs of the Board of Directors of the 
Albany County Coalition on Homelessness were 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the 
homelessness needs. 
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8 Agency/Group/Organization UNITED TENANTS OF ALBANY 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Public Housing Needs 
Homelessness Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of United Tenants of Albany was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the housing 
needs, public housing needs, and homelessness 
strategy. 

9 Agency/Group/Organization Albany Housing Authority 

Agency/Group/Organization Type PHA 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Public Housing Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of planning and development of the 
Albany Housing Authority was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the public housing needs. 

10 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Rural Housing Alliance 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Albany County Rural 
Housing Alliance was emailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on the housing needs. 

11 Agency/Group/Organization ALBANY COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Albany Community 
Land Trust was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs. 
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12 Agency/Group/Organization HOMELESS ACTION COMMITTEE 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Homeless Action 
Committee was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the homelessness needs of the chronically 
homeless, families with children, veterans, and 
unaccompanied youth and on homelessness 
strategy. 

13 Agency/Group/Organization Capital District Regional Planning Commission 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 
Planning organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 
Market Analysis 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Capital District 
Regional Planning Commission was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on economic 
development and market analysis. 

14 Agency/Group/Organization Capital District Transportation Committee 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 
Transportation Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The staff director of the Capital District 
Transportation Committee was emailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on economic development and the 
transportation and public facility needs. 

15 Agency/Group/Organization Capital District Transportation Authority 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 
Transportation Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The chief executive officer of the Capital District 
Transportation Authority was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the economic development and 
transportation and public facility needs. 

16 Agency/Group/Organization Village of Colonie 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Public Facilities and Infrastructure Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The mayor of the Village of Colonie was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing, public 
facilities and infrastructure needs. 

17 Agency/Group/Organization Village of Menands 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Public Facilities and Improvement Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The mayor of the Village of Menands was emailed 
the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing, public 
facilities and infrastructure needs. 

18 Agency/Group/Organization AIDS COUNCIL OF NORTHEASTERN NEW YORK 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the AIDS Council of 
Northeastern New York was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

19 Agency/Group/Organization Albany Community Action Partnership 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing 
Services-Children 
Services-Employment 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The acting executive director of the Albany 
Community Action Partnership was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the anti-poverty 
strategy. 

20 Agency/Group/Organization CARES 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of CARES, Inc. was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the homelessness needs and non-
homeless special needs. 

21 Agency/Group/Organization CATHOLIC CHARITIES HOUSING OFFICE 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 
Services - Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director and the director of 
operations of the Catholic Charities Housing Office 
were both emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs assessment. 

22 Agency/Group/Organization Center for Disability Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The chief program officer for the Center of 
Disability Services was emailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on the non-homeless special needs. 

23 Agency/Group/Organization Capital District Center for Independence, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Capital District Center 
for Independence was emailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on the non-homeless special needs. 

24 Agency/Group/Organization CENTRO CIVICO HISPANO AMERICANO, INC 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 
Services-Employment 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

Centro Civico, Hispano Americano, Inc. was mailed 
the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the non-homeless 
special needs. 

25 Agency/Group/Organization Childcare Coordinating Council of the Capital 
District 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Childcare 
Coordinating Council of the Capital District was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the non-
homeless special needs. 

26 Agency/Group/Organization COLONIE SENIOR SERVICE CENTER, INC. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Colonie Senior Service 
Centers, Inc. was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs assessment and the non-
homeless special needs. 

27 Agency/Group/Organization COLONIE YOUTH CENTER, INC. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Colonie Youth Center 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

28 Agency/Group/Organization Community Realty 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Market Analysis 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The asset manager of Community Realty was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the housing 
needs assessment and market analysis. 

29 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Council of Churches 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the NYS Council of 
Churches was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

30 Agency/Group/Organization Capital Area Council of Churches 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Capital Area Council of 
Churches was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

31 Agency/Group/Organization DePaul Management Corporation 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 
Services - Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of DePaul Management was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the housing 
needs assessment. 

32 Agency/Group/Organization EQUINOX, INC. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 
Services-Children 
Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of Equinox, Inc. was emailed 
the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the homeless needs 
of families with children and unaccompanied youth 
and homelessness strategy. 

33 Agency/Group/Organization Capital District Habitat for Humanity, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Capital District Habitat 
for Humanity, Inc. was emailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on the housing needs. 

34 Agency/Group/Organization HATAS 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 
Services - Housing 
Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of HATAS was emailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing needs, 
homeless needs and homelessness strategy. 

35 Agency/Group/Organization HISPANIC OUTREACH SERVICES 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The Hispanic Outreach Services was mailed the 
Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the non-homeless 
special needs. 

36 Agency/Group/Organization The International Center of the Capital Region 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the International Center 
of the Capital Region was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

37 Agency/Group/Organization Colonie Chamber of Commerce, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Business and Civic Leaders 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Colonie Chamber of Commerce 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
economic development. The Chamber distributed 
the questionnaire to all of its 2,200 member 
businesses and organizations. 

38 Agency/Group/Organization Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type PHA 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Public Housing Needs 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the public 
housing needs. 

39 Agency/Group/Organization NAACP 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the NAACP was emailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

40 Agency/Group/Organization Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Regional Food Bank 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs and anti-poverty 
strategy. 

41 Agency/Group/Organization Womens' Employment and Resource Center 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Womens' Employment 
and Resource Center was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on economic development. 

42 Agency/Group/Organization L.A. Swyer Company, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The administrative director of L.A. Swyer Company 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs assessment. 

43 Agency/Group/Organization Community Loan Fund 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 
Community Development Financial Institution 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Community Loan Fund 
of the Capital Region was mailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on economic development. 

44 Agency/Group/Organization Community Development Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Planning organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Lead-based Paint Strategy 
Public Housing Needs 
Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 
Economic Development 
Market Analysis 
Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

Each member of the Town of Colonie Community 
Development Citizen Advisory Committee was 
mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the housing and 
community development needs. 

45 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Cooperative Extension 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The executive director of the Albany County 
Cooperative Extension was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the housing needs assessment. 

46 Agency/Group/Organization ALBANY COUNTY 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Lead-based Paint Strategy 
Public Housing Needs 
Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 
Economic Development 
Market Analysis 
Anti-poverty Strategy 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The Albany County Executive was emailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the all housing and community 
development needs. 

47 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Department of Aging 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County 
Department of Aging was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

48 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Department of Health 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Lead-based Paint Strategy 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County 
Department of Health was mailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs and 
lead-based paint strategy. 

49 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Department of Mental Health 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County 
Department of Mental Health was mailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

50 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County DSS 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 
Homelessness Strategy 
Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 
Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Veterans 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County 
Department of Social Services was mailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the housing needs assessment and 
the non-homeless special needs and homelessness 
needs and strategy. 

51 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County 
Department of Children, Youth and Families was 
mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the homelessness 
needs of families with children and unaccompanied 
youth. 

52 Agency/Group/Organization Albany County Economic Development, 
Conservation and Planning Board 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - County 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the Albany County Economic 
Development, Conservation and Planning Board 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
economic development. 

53 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Commission for the Blind 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The NYS Commission for the Blind (part of the NYS 
Office or Children and Family Services) was mailed 
the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the non-homeless 
special needs. 

54 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Office for the Aging 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The director of the NYS Office for the Aging was 
emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire to seek input on the non-
homeless special needs. 

55 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Public Facilities and Improvement Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The Department of Environmental Conservation 
was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the public facilities and improvement needs. 

56 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Homes and Community Renewal 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Housing Need Assessment 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of NYS Homes and Community 
Renewal was emailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the housing needs assessment. 

57 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Office of Children and Family Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 
Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The acting commissioner of the NYS Office for the 
Children and Family Services was emailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the homeless needs of families with 
children and unaccompanied youth and the non-
homeless special needs. 

58 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the NYS Office of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance was emailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs and 
anti-poverty strategy. 

59 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Office of Mental Health (OMH) 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the NYS Office of Mental 
Health was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

60 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Department of Labor 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Economic Development 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The acting commissioner of the NYS Department of 
Labor was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
economic development. 

61 Agency/Group/Organization NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Services 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - State 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The commissioner of the NYS Office of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services was mailed the Town 
of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

62 Agency/Group/Organization Colonie Senior Citizen Club, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Colonie Senior Citizen Club, 
Inc., was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

63 Agency/Group/Organization Hart Social Center, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Hart Social Center, Inc., was 
mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire to seek input on the non-homeless 
special needs. 

64 Agency/Group/Organization Lisha Kill Senior Citizens' Club, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Lisha Kill Senior Citizens' Club, 
Inc. was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

65 Agency/Group/Organization Menands Senior Citizens' Club 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Menands Senior Citizens' Club, 
Inc., was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

66 Agency/Group/Organization Christ Our Light Senior Citizens' Club 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Christ Our Light Senior Citizens' 
Club was mailed the Town of Colonie 2015 
Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input on 
the non-homeless special needs. 

67 Agency/Group/Organization Towers of Colonie Silver Streakers, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Towers of Colonie Silver 
Streakers, Inc., was mailed the Town of Colonie 
2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to seek input 
on the non-homeless special needs. 

68 Agency/Group/Organization Village of Colonie H. B. Kuhn Senior Citizens' Club 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Senior Citizen Club 

What section of the Plan was addressed by 
Consultation? 

Non-Homeless Special Needs 

How was the Agency/Group/Organization 
consulted and what are the anticipated 
outcomes of the consultation or areas for 
improved coordination? 

The president of the Village of Colonie H. B. Kuhn 
Senior Citizens' Center was mailed the Town of 
Colonie 2015 Consolidated Plan Questionnaire to 
seek input on the non-homeless special needs. 

 

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 

There were no known agencies not consulted. 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your 
Strategic Plan overlap with the 

goals of each plan? 
Continuum of Care     

Table 3 – Other local / regional / federal planning efforts 
 

Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any 
adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan 
(91.215(l)) 

The Town of Colonie Community Development Department works in conjunction with other Town 
departments, the villages of Colonie and Menands, and the nonprofit agencies receiving CDBG funding 
to carry out the activities covered by the Consolidated Plan.  The Town collaborates with a host of other 
public and private organizations who contribute to this effort through the provision of financial and 
organizational resources that are coordinated with the CDBG and HOME funding for projects. 

While there are strengths and gaps in the institutional structure in place to deliver needed housing and 
services to the Town's low- and moderate-income residents, the Town feels that given the budget 
constraints, it is meeting the identified high priority needs. 
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Narrative (optional): 

Through its Community Development Department, the Town consulted and coordinated with 
appropriate public and private agencies, such as the state and other local jurisdictions, local housing 
agencies and social service agencies regarding the housing needs of children, elderly persons, homeless 
persons, persons with disabilities, and other categories of residents, to assure that the Consolidated 
Plan is a comprehensive document and addresses statutory purposes. 

Over 75 agencies, groups, and organizations were asked to complete an online questionnaire and the 
Albany Colonie Regional Chamber of Commerce distributed the questionnaire to all of its 2,200 member 
businesses and organizations. 

A Consolidated Plan Resident Survey  was developed by the Community Development Department.  The 
purpose of this survey was to solicit input from residents as to what they felt were the general areas of 
need for using Community Development Block Grant and Home Investment Partnership funds.  This 
survey was made available at various locations in the Town and villages including the Town of Colonie 
Memorial Town Hall, the William K. Sanford Town Library, the Beltrone Living Center, Colonie Village 
Hall, and Menands Village Hall and on the Town’s web page (online). 
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PR-15 Citizen Participation 
1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting 

The purpose of the Town of Colonie Citizen Participation Plan is to promote citizen participation in all 
phases of the Consolidated Plan and develop local priority needs and objectives for the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME programs. 

All citizens, especially low- and moderate-income persons, members of minority groups, non-English 
speaking persons, persons with disabilities, residents of areas where a significant amount of CDBG 
activity is proposed or ongoing, and residents of public and assisted housing are encouraged to 
participate in the development of the community development process including the Consolidated Plan, 
any amendments to the Plan (which significantly change the scope, location, or funding of a previously 
approved activity), and the performance report.  In its role as the housing agency, the Town Board is in a 
special position to coordinate information and activities in the Consolidated Plan and the Public Housing 
Agency Plan. 

A Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) has been established to ensure broad 
participation in the process.  The current CAC consists of seven (7) members appointed by the Town 
Board, in conjunction with the mayors of the villages of Colonie and Menands.  Membership of the 
Citizen Advisory Committee is drawn from the Village of Colonie, the Village of Menands and all areas of 
the Town including the hamlets of Boght Corners, Latham, Lishakill, Loudonville, Roessleville, and 
Stanford Heights.  The advisory committee also includes, to the extent possible, very low- and low-
income persons, members of minority groups, non-English speaking persons, the elderly, persons with 
mobility, visual or hearing impairments, residents of areas where a significant amount of activity is 
proposed or ongoing, the business community, and civic groups that are concerned with the community 
development program. 

The Citizen Advisory Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the Community Development 
Department in providing adequate and timely information on the Consolidated Plan to the general 
citizenry of the Town and, as appropriate, units of local government. 

At least two public hearings are held each year to obtain citizens' views.  The hearings are conducted at 
two different stages of the program year.  At least one of the hearings is held before the proposed 
Entitlement Action Plan is published for comment.  

The Town publishes, at least fourteen (14) days prior to any public hearing, a notice in the Colonie 
Spotlight indicating the date, time, place, and procedures of the public hearings, with sufficient 
information about the subject of the hearing to permit informed comment.  Notices, in the form of press 
releases, are sent to the local newspapers and radio and television stations.  
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Technical assistance is provided to the Citizen Advisory Committee and other groups representative of 
low-income persons that request such assistance in developing proposals for funding assistance under 
any of the programs covered by the Consolidated Plan by the Community Development Department, 
within the limits of available staff and resources. 

A summary of the proposed Consolidated Plan and annual Entitlement Action Plan is published in the 
Colonie Spotlight.  The Consolidated Plan, annual Entitlement Action Plan, substantial amendments to 
these plans, and annual performance reports are made available at the following locations: 

• Community Development Department, Memorial Town Hall, 534 Loudon Road, Latham, NY 
12110 (518) 783-2718 

• William K. Sanford Town Library, 629 Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville, NY 12211 (518) 458-9274 
• Village of Colonie, Village Hall, 2 Thunder Road, Colonie, New York 12205 (518) 869-7562 
• Village of Menands, Village Hall, 250 Broadway, Menands, New York 12204 (518) 434-2922 
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Citizen Participation Outreach 

 

Sort Orde
r 

Mode of Outreac
h 

Target of Outreac
h 

Summary of  
response/attendanc

e 

Summary of  
comments receive

d 

Summary of comment
s not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 
applicable) 

1 Public Hearing Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

In attendance at the 
March 4, 2015 public 
hearing were the 
following:  
Community 
Development 
program personnel, 
the seven-member 
Community 
Development Citizen 
Advisory Committee, 
representatives from 
the Colonie Youth 
Center, 
representatives from 
the Colonie Senior 
Service  Centers, Inc., 
and the Community 
Development 
Department's Town 
Board Liaison. 

No comments were 
received. 

N/A   
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Sort Orde
r 

Mode of Outreac
h 

Target of Outreac
h 

Summary of  
response/attendanc

e 

Summary of  
comments receive

d 

Summary of comment
s not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 
applicable) 

2 Public Hearing Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

In attendance at 
April 30, 2015 public 
hearing were the 
following:  the Town 
Supervisor, the six-
member town board, 
CD Department 
program personnel, 
members of the CD 
Citizen Advisory 
Committee, the 
Town Attorney, the 
Town Clerk, and 
town residents who 
had business before 
the board.  Since it 
was Student in Local 
Government Day, 
students and school 
officials from the 3 
high schools located 
within the Town 
were also present as 
well as department 
heads from each of 
the Town's 26 
departments. 

One written public 
comment was 
received prior to 
the hearing.  The 
full text of this 
comment as well as 
the Town's 
response is 
attached to this 
document (see 
Public Comment - 
Town Response). 
Due to the limited 
space (5 MB), the 
Town was unable 
to load Exhibit A 
(referenced in the 
Town's response).  
Therefore, Exhibit 
A will be forwarded 
to HUD Buffalo 
under separate 
cover. 

N/A   
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Sort Orde
r 

Mode of Outreac
h 

Target of Outreac
h 

Summary of  
response/attendanc

e 

Summary of  
comments receive

d 

Summary of comment
s not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 
applicable) 

3 Resident Survey Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

A Consolidated Plan 
Resident Survey was 
developed by the CD 
Department.  The 
purpose of this 
survey was to solicit 
input from residents 
as to what they felt 
were the general 
areas of need for 
using Community 
Development Block 
Grant and Home 
Investment 
Partnership funds.  
This survey was 
made available at the 
Colonie Town Hall, 
the William K. 
Sanford Town 
Library, the Beltrone 
Living Center, the 
Colonie and 
Menands village 
halls, and on the 
Town's web page. 

30 resident surveys 
were completed 
and returned. 

N/A   
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Sort Orde
r 

Mode of Outreac
h 

Target of Outreac
h 

Summary of  
response/attendanc

e 

Summary of  
comments receive

d 

Summary of comment
s not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 
applicable) 

4 Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire 

Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

The Consolidated 
Plan Questionnaire 
was emailed/mailed 
the week of January 
26, 2015 to 75+ 
agencies, groups, 
and organizations.  
Also the Albany 
Colonie Regional 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
distributed the 
questionnaire to its 
2,200 member 
businesses and 
organizations. 

10 questionnaires 
were completed 
and returned. 

N/A   

5 Internet Outreach Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

Notice of both public 
hearings and the 
Consolidated Plan 
Resident Survey 
were posted on the 
Town of Colonie web 
page. 

No comments were 
received. 

N/A www.colonie.or
g 
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Sort Orde
r 

Mode of Outreac
h 

Target of Outreac
h 

Summary of  
response/attendanc

e 

Summary of  
comments receive

d 

Summary of comment
s not accepted 

and reasons 

URL (If 
applicable) 

6 Newspaper Ad Non-
targeted/broad 
community 

Display 
advertisements 
appeared in the 
January 21st and 
March 25th editions 
of the Colonie 
Spotlight announcing 
the public hearings 
and summarizing the 
proposed 
Consolidated Plan 
and annual 
Entitlement Action 
Plan. 

No comments were 
received. 

N/A   

Table 4 – Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Needs Assessment 

NA-05 Overview 
Needs Assessment Overview 

The Consolidated Plan Needs Assessment is a review of the Town of Colonie’s needs for housing, 
homeless, non-homeless special needs and non-housing community development assistance throughout 
the Town.  

The priorities identified in the Town's Consolidated Plan are based on empirical evidence and in 
response to input received during the consolidated planning process.  The Town's intent throughout this 
process is to identify relative priorities to assist the greatest number of persons while keeping in mind 
the limited resources with which the Town has to devote. 

Noting the funding constraints, the plan identifies the highest priorities for activities that address the 
“continuum” of housing needs beginning with the rehabilitation of our existing housing stock, with 
homelessness prevention, and the creation of new permanent housing that is affordable and available 
to Town residents and workforce.  Activities that assist the most vulnerable segments of the Town's 
population are also considered high priorities such as child, youth, and senior services. 

In addition, non-housing community development activities are integral components in promoting a 
sound living environment and encouraging expanded economic opportunities for persons of low and 
moderate income.  These activities include infrastructure improvements to improve the health, safety 
and pedestrian access for neighborhoods of low and moderate income, and transportation and 
economic development activities to promote employment opportunities for persons of low and 
moderate income. 

Investment will be directed to assist those with the most need throughout the Town in accordance with 
federal regulations and in conformance with the priorities contained in this document.  The Town will, 
over the course of this five-year strategic plan, invest substantial resources to meet the Town's highest 
priorities. 

The greatest obstacle in meeting underserved needs in the Town of Colonie is the decreasing availability 
of resources and changing policy directives from funding sources.  Nevertheless, it is the Town’s intent 
to maximize these resources and encourage collaboration among the private sector, the non-profit 
community, and local government to promote and fund activities that address the needs identified in 
this plan. 



  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     37 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c) 
Summary of Housing Needs 

The population in the Town of Colonie increased by 3 percent from 2000 to 2011 as did the number of 
households.  Of the 31,883 households in Colonie, small family households comprise the greatest 
percentage of all households, followed by households with at least one person 62-74 years of age. 

Both owners and renters between 0-30 percent AMI have the greatest percentage of having at least one 
or more of the four housing problems (lacks kitchen or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding and 
severe cost burden).  

“Elderly” renter households, followed by “Other” renter households have a cost burden greater than 30 
percent of their income.  Within owner-occupied households, “Elderly” households, followed by “Small 
Related” households have a cost burden greater than 30 percent of their income.  

“Other” renter households, followed by “Elderly” renter households have a cost burden greater than 50 
percent of their income.  For owner-occupied households, “Small Related” households, followed by 
“Elderly” households have a cost burden greater than 50 percent of their income. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

Demographics Base Year:  2000 Most Recent Year:  2011 % Change 
Population 79,258 81,502 3% 
Households 31,026 31,883 3% 
Median Income $51,817.00 $70,367.00 36% 

Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics 
Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2007-2011 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

Number of Households Table 

 0-30% 
HAMFI 

>30-50% 
HAMFI 

>50-80% 
HAMFI 

>80-100% 
HAMFI 

>100% 
HAMFI 

Total Households * 2,525 2,845 5,050 2,900 18,565 
Small Family Households * 515 820 1,575 980 9,920 
Large Family Households * 145 65 215 140 1,500 
Household contains at least one person 62-74 
years of age 505 460 1,275 650 3,430 
Household contains at least one person age 75 or 
older 600 935 990 390 1,160 
Households with one or more children 6 years old 
or younger * 220 410 565 319 1,300 

* the highest income category for these family types is >80% HAMFI 
Table 6 - Total Households Table 

Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 
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Housing Needs Summary Tables 

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs) 

 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
Substandard 
Housing - 
Lacking 
complete 
plumbing or 
kitchen facilities 0 0 25 20 45 0 30 25 4 59 
Severely 
Overcrowded - 
With >1.51 
people per 
room (and 
complete 
kitchen and 
plumbing) 0 4 25 4 33 0 0 0 0 0 
Overcrowded - 
With 1.01-1.5 
people per 
room (and none 
of the above 
problems) 30 50 0 0 80 10 0 15 0 25 
Housing cost 
burden greater 
than 50% of 
income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 1,030 505 95 0 1,630 760 345 395 45 1,545 
Housing cost 
burden greater 
than 30% of 
income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 65 655 810 70 1,600 180 340 705 595 1,820 
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 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

Zero/negative 
Income (and 
none of the 
above 
problems) 145 0 0 0 145 35 0 0 0 35 

Table 7 – Housing Problems Table 
Data 
Source: 

2007-2011 CHAS 

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen 
or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden) 

 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
Having 1 or more of 
four housing 
problems 1,060 565 145 24 1,794 770 370 440 50 1,630 
Having none of four 
housing problems 220 885 2,005 775 3,885 305 1,020 2,460 2,045 5,830 
Household has 
negative income, 
but none of the 
other housing 
problems 145 0 0 0 145 35 0 0 0 35 

Table 8 – Housing Problems 2 
Data 
Source: 

2007-2011 CHAS 

3. Cost Burden > 30% 

 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
Small Related 220 465 305 990 255 200 530 985 
Large Related 55 55 0 110 65 8 85 158 
Elderly 305 390 390 1,085 465 335 330 1,130 
Other 540 315 229 1,084 165 160 185 510 
Total need by 
income 

1,120 1,225 924 3,269 950 703 1,130 2,783 
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Table 9 – Cost Burden > 30% 
Data 
Source: 

2007-2011 CHAS 

4. Cost Burden > 50% 

 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
Small Related 220 285 0 505 225 165 235 625 
Large Related 45 0 0 45 55 4 0 59 
Elderly 280 205 90 575 315 145 120 580 
Other 505 75 4 584 165 20 65 250 
Total need by 
income 

1,050 565 94 1,709 760 334 420 1,514 

Table 10 – Cost Burden > 50% 
Data 
Source: 

2007-2011 CHAS 

5. Crowding (More than one person per room) 

 Renter Owner 
0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 0-30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

>80-
100% 
AMI 

Total 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
Single family 
households 30 54 25 4 113 0 0 15 0 15 
Multiple, unrelated 
family households 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 10 
Other, non-family 
households 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total need by 
income 

30 54 25 4 113 10 0 15 0 25 

Table 11 – Crowding Information – 1/2 
Data 
Source: 

2007-2011 CHAS 

 Renter Owner 
0-

30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 0-
30% 
AMI 

>30-
50% 
AMI 

>50-
80% 
AMI 

Total 

Households with 
Children Present 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 12 – Crowding Information – 2/2 
Data Source 
Comments:  
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Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance. 

According to the 2007-2011 ACS, there were 9,287 households with single person living alone in the 
Town.  Of those households, 776 or 8.36 percent were living below the poverty level.  Additionally, there 
were 1,028 single male headed households and 3,499 single female headed households in Colonie.  
Although only 12 (1.17 percent) of the single male headed households were living below the poverty 
level, 535 (15.29 percent) of the single female headed households were living below the poverty level. 

Approximately 16 percent of Colonie residents are over age 65, and about 26 percent of all households 
are headed by seniors.  While most seniors own their own home (21 percent), nearly 1,800 seniors are 
renters in Colonie.  One half (50 percent) of the Town’s elderly live alone.  Approximately 35 percent of 
elderly residents in Colonie have some type of disability, which may limit their abilities.  These persons 
are defined as frail elderly. The elderly have a number of special needs including housing, 
transportation, health care and other services.  Housing is a particular concern due to the fact that many 
of the elderly have fixed incomes.  

In reviewing the inventory of senior apartment complexes, 14 facilities predominantly occupied by 
seniors were identified in the Town of Colonie.  All of these facilities can accommodate independent 
living and three provide assisted living (Emeritus Senior Living (formerly known as Colonie Manor), 
Loudonville Home for Adults, and Mill View of Latham).  There are three market-rate senior apartment 
complexes (The Beltrone Living Center with 249 units, Hearthstone Village with 144 units, and Shaker 
Pointe at Carondelet with 144 independent living units, 12 cottages, 34 units of affordable independent 
apartments, and 8 units of religious retirement housing): one senior apartment complex that offers both 
market rate and subsidized units (Colonie Terrace with 39 two bedroom units – 8 subsidized); and seven 
subsidized senior apartment complexes (Bishop Broderick with 100 one-bedroom units, Cabrini Acres 
with 50 one-bedroom units, Carondolet Commons with 50 one-bedroom units, Fontbonne Manor with 
50 one-bedroom units, Sanderson Court with 50 one-bedroom units, Sheehy Manor with 50 one-
bedroom units, and St. Joseph’s Apartments with 48 one-bedroom apartments).  The 14 senior 
apartment complexes/independent living facilities have a total of 1,212 units among them.  

 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or 
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 

A disability is defined as a long lasting condition that impairs an individual’s mobility, ability to work, or 
ability to care of themselves.  Persons with disabilities include those with physical, mental, or emotional 
disabilities.  According to the 2010 Census, approximately 11 percent (8,602 persons) of Colonie 
residents have some type of disability.  Of these, approximately 19 percent are employed.  In general, 
many persons with disabilities have lower incomes since the disability may affect their ability to work.  
Thus, persons with disabilities have a greater need for affordable housing as well as supportive services. 
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In addition to health care services, persons with disabilities need affordable and accessible housing as 
well as accessible transportation.  In order to provide accessible housing, special designs and/or 
accommodations may be necessary.  These may include ramps, holding bars, wider doorways, lower 
sinks and cabinets, and elevators.  Housing should be accessible through the use of special design 
features to accommodate wheelchairs and persons with mobility limitations. 

Due to their specific housing needs, persons with disabilities are vulnerable to discrimination by 
landlords, who may not be familiar with the reasonable accommodations protections contained in the 
Fair Housing Act. 

Although many of Colonie’s senior apartment complexes rent to adults who are mobility impaired, 
limited facilities are available in the Town of Colonie to serve persons with disabilities.  The Town of 
Colonie Section 8 waiting list indicates that there are 81 applicants living/working in the program area 
who have at least one family member who is disabled. 

There is no reliable information about the number of victims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking in need of housing assistance in the Town of Colonie. 

What are the most common housing problems? 

Overwhelmingly, the most common housing problem experienced by Colonie residents is housing 
affordability.  The generally accepted definition of affordability is for a household to pay no more than 
30 percent of its annual income on housing.  Families who pay more than 30 percent of their income for 
housing are considered cost burdened and may have difficulty affording necessities such as food, 
clothing, transportation, and medical care.  A household experiences severe cost burden if its housing 
costs exceed 50 percent of its income.  

According to 2007-2011 CHAS data, there were 3,269 renter-occupied households and 2,783 owner-
occupied households with housing costs greater than 30 percent of their income, and there were 1,709 
renter-occupied households and 1,514 owner-occupied households with housing costs greater than 50 
percent of their income. 

The Town is also experiencing an extremely low rental vacancy rate which has been consistently below 3 
percent since 2011, making it difficult for households to obtain rental units. In addition to housing cost 
burden, many owners struggle to make necessary major home repairs. 

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems? 

Households earning 0-30 percent AMI were most likely to experience severe housing cost burden both 
as renters and owners. Households earning 30-50 percent AMI were most likely to experience a housing 
cost burden greater than 30 percent of their income. Small related households and elderly household 
who own their own housing were most likely to have a cost burden greater than 30 percent of their 



  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     43 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

income. Renter household classified as “Other” were the most likely to experience cost burden of 
greater than 30 percent and 50 percent of their income. 

Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children 
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of 
either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the 
needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing 
assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance 

In 2013 the Albany County HMIS recorded an unduplicated count of 7,161 persons served in 5,012 
households during the calendar year.  However, this is not a full picture of homelessness in Albany 
County as the Capital City Rescue Mission, which holds the majority of beds for individual males does 
not submit data to the regional HMIS, however, it does capture all homeless families in the county.  Also 
not included in this count are domestic violence only programs. 

There is a fairly even distribution of consumers in every age between 18 and 61, with the highest 
concentration of all ages between 0 and 5 years of age (13 percent were children under the age of 6). 
The gender of consumers recorded in the HMIS is split relatively evenly (53 percent male, 47 percent 
female), but this data is skewed by the non-participatory programs mentioned above.  Only 34 percent 
of consumers recorded in the HMIS identify as white, where 56 percent identify as African American and 
the balance identify as other minorities or mixed race.  A disproportionate use of emergency resources 
by minority populations is evidenced by the fact that the 2011 Census Bureau racial breakdown of 
Albany County was 79 percent white and 13 percent black.  Veterans accounted for 12 percent of all 
adults entered into the HMIS.  In Albany County, 33 percent of all adults and children recorded in the 
HMIS identified at least on disabling condition (mental health, physical health, developmental disability, 
or substance abuse).  Of all the consumer admissions reported, 18 percent met HUD’s definition of 
chronic homelessness.  

The Albany County HMIS also reports on housing status at time of admission.  Not surprising, 65.8 
percent report being literally homeless at the time of admission followed by 17.1 percent being unstably 
housed and at-risk of losing their housing and 15.1 percent imminently losing their home.  Only 1.6 
percent were stably housed prior to program entry. 

The Town of Colonie is not eligible to receive funds under the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing 
Program (HPRP) and no data exists that would specifically describe the needs of formerly homeless 
families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing assistance and are nearing the termination of 
that assistance.  

Note: HMIS is a secure, computerized data collection system used to produce an unduplicated count of 
persons using homeless services.  The system is used by multiple agencies to capture client-level 
information, over time, regarding the characteristics and service needs of individuals and families 
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experiencing homelessness.  This information is then used for reporting, grant writing, and community 
planning. 

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a 
description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to 
generate the estimates: 

The Town of Colonie does not provide estimates of the at risk population(s). 

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an 
increased risk of homelessness 

<p align="left">As previously stated, the lack of affordable housing makes it difficult for low-income 
individuals and families with children to maintain a stable household. High housing costs, physical 
deficiencies, and unstable neighborhoods, and overcrowding all contribute to local homelessness 
problems. Substance abuse, mental illness, unstable job history, prior evictions, criminal background, 
poor money management, and domestic violence are other household characteristics that have been 
linked with instability and may cause and increased risk of homelessness.</p> 

Discussion 
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems – 91.205 (b)(2) 
Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

A disproportionate greater number of housing problems is defined as when a member of a racial or 
ethnic group at an income level experiences housing problems at a rate greater than 10 percent of the 
income level as a whole.  For example, if 25 percent of all low income households within a jurisdiction 
have a housing problem and 75 percent of Asian low income Asian households have a housing problem, 
then a disproportionately greater need would exist at that income level for the Asian population. 

The Town of Colonie's population is 81,502, with 70,343 persons (86.31 percent) who are White, 4,060 
persons (4.98 percent) persons who are Black or African American, 48 persons (0.059 percent) who are 
American Indian and Alaska Native, 4,596 persons (5.64 percent) who are Asian, 1,073 persons (1.32 
percent) who are some other race, and 1,382 persons (1.70 percent) who are two or more races.  Of the 
31,883 households reported in the 2006-2010 CHAS, 28,437 (89.19 percent) were White, 1,272 (3.99 
percent) were Black or African American, 1,471 (4.61 percent) were Asian, 28 (0.088 percent) were 
American Indian/Alaska Native, and 602 (1.89 percent) were Hispanic. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 1,805 220 185 
White 1,545 220 135 
Black / African American 60 0 20 
Asian 50 0 30 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 80 0 0 

Table 13 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
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30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 1,835 1,315 0 
White 1,545 1,295 0 
Black / African American 150 0 0 
Asian 65 20 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 55 0 0 

Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%  
 
50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,025 3,415 0 
White 1,800 3,055 0 
Black / African American 105 125 0 
Asian 95 70 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 20 90 0 

Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 



  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     47 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Housing Problems Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 775 2,845 0 
White 725 2,480 0 
Black / African American 25 170 0 
Asian 14 75 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 4 95 0 

Table 16 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per 
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30% 

Discussion 

Approximately 72 percent of households earning 0-30 percent area median income reported having one 
or more of four housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic 
categories in this income bracket. 

Approximately 65 percent of households earning 30-50 percent area median income reported having 
one or more of four housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the 
racial/ethnic categories in this income bracket. 

Approximately 40 percent of households earning 80-100 percent area median income reported having 
one or more of four housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the 
racial/ethnic categories in this income bracket. 

Approximately 27 percent of households earning 50-80 percent area median income reported having 
one or more of four housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the 
racial/ethnic categories in this income bracket. 
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems – 91.205 
(b)(2) 
Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction 

As explained in the previous section, a disproportionately greater need exists when the percentage of 
persons in a category of need who are members of a particular racial or ethnic group is at least 10 
percentage points higher than the percentage of persons in the category as a whole. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

0%-30% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 1,580 445 185 
White 1,375 390 135 
Black / African American 40 20 20 
Asian 35 15 30 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 80 0 0 

Table 17 – Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 
 
30%-50% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 715 2,430 0 
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Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
White 600 2,240 0 
Black / African American 70 85 0 
Asian 40 45 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 15 40 0 

Table 18 – Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
50%-80% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 430 5,015 0 
White 345 4,515 0 
Black / African American 40 190 0 
Asian 30 135 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 15 95 0 

Table 19 – Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
 



  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     50 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

80%-100% of Area Median Income 

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more of 
four housing 

problems 

Has none of the 
four housing 

problems 

Household has 
no/negative 

income, but none 
of the other 

housing problems 
Jurisdiction as a whole 90 3,535 0 
White 80 3,125 0 
Black / African American 0 195 0 
Asian 10 85 0 
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 
Hispanic 0 100 0 

Table 20 – Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

*The four severe housing problems are:  
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per 
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%  
 
Discussion 

Approximately 63 percent of households earning 0-30 percent area median income reported having 
severe housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic categories 
in this income bracket. 

Approximately 25 percent of households earning 30-50 percent area median income reported having 
severe housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic categories 
in this income bracket. 

Approximately 9 percent of households earning 50-80 percent area median income reported 
having severe housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic 
categories in this income bracket. 

Approximately 3 percent of households earning 80-100 percent area median income reported having 
severe housing problems.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic categories 
in this income bracket. 
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens – 91.205 (b)(2) 
Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to 
the needs of that category of need as a whole. 

Introduction:  

Cost burden is defined as the fraction of a household's total gross income spent on housing costs.  
Owners and renters who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing are considered housing-
cost burdened.  Owners and renters who pay more than 50 percent of their income for housing are 
considered severely housing-cost burdened.  For owners, housing costs include mortgage payment, 
taxes, insurance, and utilities.  For renters, housing costs include rent paid by the tenant plus utilities. 

This section of the plan will review disproportionate greater need of for housing cost burdens.  A 
disproportionate greater number of housing cost-burdened households is defined as when a member of 
a racial or ethnic group at an income level experiences housing problems at a rate greater than 10 
percent of the income level as a whole. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

Housing Cost Burden 

Housing Cost Burden <=30% 30-50% >50% No / negative 
income (not 
computed) 

Jurisdiction as a whole 24,365 4,670 2,880 185 
White 21,970 4,105 2,420 135 
Black / African American 635 270 190 20 
Asian 995 130 110 30 
American Indian, Alaska 
Native 40 0 10 0 
Pacific Islander 4 4 0 0 
Hispanic 510 105 95 0 

Table 21 – Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

Discussion:  

Approximately 15 percent of the jurisdiction as a whole is cost burdened (pays more than 30 percent of 
their income on housing) and approximately 9 percent is severely cost burdened (pays more than 50 
percent of their income on housing.  No disproportionate need is found among any of the racial/ethnic 
categories. 
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NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion – 91.205(b)(2) 
Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately 
greater need than the needs of that income category as a whole? 

As indicated previous sections, no racial or ethnic groups were identified as having a disproportionately 
greater housing need in comparison to the jurisdiction as a whole. 

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs? 

Not applicable. 

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your 
community? 

No racial or ethnic groups were identified as having a disproportionately greater housing need in 
comparison to the jurisdiction as a whole. 
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NA-35 Public Housing – 91.205(b) 
Introduction 

The Town of Colonie acts as its own housing agency (HA) for the purpose of federal funding.  The Town is among 54 percent of New York housing 
authorities that only offer Section 8 voucher assistance.  Colonie does not operate any public housing units.  Section 8 vouchers assist eligible 
families in paying the rent for apartments owned by private landlords.  Participants are free to choose any housing that meets the requirements 
of the program and are not limited to units located in subsidized housing projects.  In the voucher program, the HA determines a payment 
standard which is used to calculate the amount of rental assistance a family will receive but does not affect the amount of rent a landlord may 
charge or a family may pay.  Participants may choose a unit that rents for more or less than the fair market rents and may pay more or less than 
30 percent of its monthly income for rent.  Properties are inspected prior to move-in and on a yearly basis to ensure that apartments comply 
with HUD standards for safety, size and accessibility.  While the Town’s Community Development Department is responsible for the oversight of 
this program, the Town has a contractual relationship with Joseph E. Mastrianni, Inc. to administer it.  The Town also provides information on 
several affordable senior housing developments, some with units accessible for persons with disabilities. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data available from HUD.    

 Totals in Use 

Program Type 
 Certificate Mod-

Rehab 
Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Disabled 
* 

# of units vouchers in use 0 0 0 367 0 357 2 0 0 
Table 22 - Public Housing by Program Type 

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition  
 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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 Characteristics of Residents 

Program Type 
 Certificate Mod-

Rehab 
Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Average Annual Income 0 0 0 15,050 0 14,834 10,233 0 
Average length of stay 0 0 0 6 0 6 1 0 
Average Household size 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 
# Homeless at admission 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
# of Elderly Program Participants (>62) 0 0 0 131 0 130 0 0 
# of Disabled Families 0 0 0 111 0 108 2 0 
# of Families requesting accessibility 
features 0 0 0 367 0 357 2 0 
# of HIV/AIDS program participants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 23 – Characteristics of Public Housing Residents by Program Type  
 

Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 

 Race of Residents 

Program Type 
Race Certificate Mod-

Rehab 
Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Disabled 
* 

White 0 0 0 303 0 298 1 0 0 
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Program Type 
Race Certificate Mod-

Rehab 
Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Disabled 
* 

Black/African American 0 0 0 59 0 54 1 0 0 
Asian 0 0 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

Table 24 – Race of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 
Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 

Ethnicity of Residents 

Program Type 
Ethnicity Certificate Mod-

Rehab 
Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -
based 

Tenant -
based 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Disabled 
* 

Hispanic 0 0 0 24 0 24 0 0 0 
Not Hispanic 0 0 0 343 0 333 2 0 0 
*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

Table 25 – Ethnicity of Public Housing Residents by Program Type 
Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 
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Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants 
on the waiting list for accessible units: 

As stated in the previous section, the Town of Colonie has no public housing units. However, there 
are 81 applicants on the Town's HCV waiting list who list at least 1 family member with a disability, 
and Colonie does not have sufficient housing stock to meet the needs of this population. 

Most immediate needs of residents of Public Housing and Housing Choice voucher holders 

Of the 556 households currently on the HCV waiting list, there are 235 applicants who are living/working 
in the program area), 81 families (34 percent) have at least one member who is elderly or disabled.  
Since 75 percent of the Town’s housing stock is now over 30 years old and 50 percent is over 50 years 
old, units are in need of upgrades and hold the risk of lead based paint problems for families with 
younger children.  

As for the elderly applicants, Colonie is fortunate to have several senior complexes that are located 
within the town boundaries.  However, there are 79 applicants who list at least 1 family member with a 
disability, and Colonie does not have sufficient housing stock to meet the needs of this population. 

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large 

The needs identified for the Housing Choice Voucher holders reflect the needs of the population at 
large. 

Discussion 

The Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan for the Town of Colonie's rental assistance program is 
the HA's written statement of policies used to carry out the housing program in accordance with federal 
law and regulations and HUD requirements. These policies include selection and admission of applicants 
from HA waiting list, screening of applicants for tenancy, occupancy standards, occupancy policies, 
assisting families claiming illegal discrimination, informal review/grievance hearing procedures, rent 
determinations, which includes annual and interim redetermination of family income and composition, 
procedural guidelines on conducting inspections, and homeownership options. 
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NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment – 91.205(c) 
Introduction: 

With the high cost of housing, job losses, and a recovering but still weak economy, homelessness will no doubt continue to increase, and 
therefore, remains a concern in Colonie.  Local data collection about the homeless has been primarily anecdotal and informal.  However, data is 
collected at the county level through the HUD-required Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) with CARES acting as the 
administrator.  

The majority of the homeless need assistance to remedy their situation.  They need not only housing to correct the immediate need of shelter, 
but they need on-going support to alleviate the chronic conditions that resulted in homelessness.  Most, if not all, of homeless programs and 
homeless service providers are located in the surrounding cities - principally the city of Albany.  The Town recognizes that as persons in Colonie 
become homeless, they will gravitate to where needed services can be obtained - the city of Albany.  It is not feasible for the Town to duplicate 
these services, therefore, the Town will concentrate its resources on activities that will prevent and reduce homelessness. 

 Homeless Needs Assessment  
Population Estimate the # of persons 

experiencing homelessness on a 
given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the # 
becoming 

homeless each 
year 

Estimate the # 
exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the # of 
days persons 
experience 

homelessness 
 Sheltered Unsheltered     

Persons in Households with Adult(s) 
and Child(ren) 211 0 850 412 0 0 
Persons in Households with Only 
Children 9 0 50 30 0 0 
Persons in Households with Only 
Adults 401 29 1,050 335 0 0 
Chronically Homeless Individuals 59 22 157 50 0 0 
Chronically Homeless Families 24 0 75 29 0 0 
Veterans 41 5 73 29 0 0 
Unaccompanied Child 10 10 35 35 0 0 
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Population Estimate the # of persons 
experiencing homelessness on a 

given night 

Estimate the # 
experiencing 
homelessness 

each year 

Estimate the # 
becoming 

homeless each 
year 

Estimate the # 
exiting 

homelessness 
each year 

Estimate the # of 
days persons 
experience 

homelessness 
 Sheltered Unsheltered     

Persons with HIV 6 2 52 22 0 0 
Table 26 - Homeless Needs Assessment  

Data Source Comments:  The above data are estimates deduced from the 2014 Point-in-Time Count and the CARES Regional HMIS.  Currently, the CoC does not have a system for fully tracking the 
length of homelessness for households within the city of Albany.  This inability leaves the CoC unable to estimate the number of persons exiting homelessness each year as well as the number of days 
a household is homeless.  HMIS only allows length of program stay for households that are served by organizations that participate within the HMIS.  Since the City Mission, a major provider of 
emergency services does not participate any data regarding length of homelessness would be inaccurate.   

Homeless Needs Assessment 

Indicate if the homeless population is: Has No Rural Homeless 
 

If data is not available for the categories "number of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each year," and "number of 
days that persons experience homelessness," describe these categories for each homeless population type (including chronically 
homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth): 

Continuums are required to report annually on the number of available beds dedicated to homeless persons; these beds include emergency, 
transitional and permanent supportive housing.  Below is an excerpt from a 2014 memorandum written by the Albany County CoC summarizing 
changes within these beds from 2013 to 2014. 

• Emergency: The year-round bed count increased from 311 to 318. 
• Transitional: The year-round bed count decreased from 174 to 165. 
• Permanent Supportive: The year-round bed count increased from 805 to 944. 
• The number of dedicated chronic beds remained the same at 80. 

When comparing the 2014 sheltered Point in Time (PIT) with the 2013 PIT, a decrease in the total number of persons sheltered is noted.  In total, 
there was a decrease of 88 persons utilizing services on the night of the count with an 87 person decrease utilizing emergency shelters and a 
decrease of one person utilizing transitional housing.  Specific factors that resulted in the decrease in sheltered persons utilizing emergency 
services include the significant decrease in families utilizing motel vouchers provided by Albany County DSS. The number of families utilizing 
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vouchers has been decreasing for approximately six months; since Albany County DSS created a Homeless Family Diversion Team.  The slight 
decrease in transitional services is due to the normal fluctuation within the utilization of transitional programs for victims of domestic violence 
and veterans, as well as the normal fluctuation within family composition.  Chronic: The number of chronically homeless individuals in 
emergency shelter decreased from 61 to 59. 

When comparing the 2014 unsheltered Point-in-Time Count, an increase was noted.  In 2014, 29 unsheltered individuals were counted 
compared to 19 individuals in 2013.  The specific factor that resulted in the increase in unsheltered persons includes the change in count 
methodology.  Chronic: The number of unsheltered chronically homeless individuals increased from 19 to 22. 
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness: (Optional) 

Race: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

White 0 0 
Black or African American 0 0 
Asian 0 0 
American Indian or Alaska 
Native 0 0 
Pacific Islander 0 0 
Ethnicity: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional) 

Hispanic 0 0 
Not Hispanic 0 0 
Data Source 
Comments: 

 

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with 
children and the families of veterans. 

According to the Albany County HMIS Annual Report, the Albany County HMIS recorded an unduplicated 
count of 7,161 persons served in 5,012 households during the 2013 calendar year.  Approximately 26 
percent of those served were children in families while 51 percent were households with only adults and 
the remaining 23 percent were adults in households with children.  There were more persons recorded 
in the 0-17 age range than children in households as any person under 18 without an adult in the 
household is recorded as an unaccompanied child.  Teenage parents would be recorded as 
unaccompanied children (households with only children) as would any infants or small children brought 
with them. In this case, that makes up approximately 1 percent of all persons. 

The number of persons served spiked in the second quarter, specifically with a large increase in persons 
reported within emergency housing during the second quarter, which, by the 4th quarter had decreased 
to 41 percent from the first quarter.  This is not a full picture of homelessness in Albany County as the 
Capital City Rescue Mission, which holds the majority of beds for individual males does not submit data 
to the CARES Regional HMIS (CRHMIS), however it does capture all homeless families in the county.  
During this reporting period, the Albany County Department of Social Services’ (ACDSS) created a team 
to divert homeless families and avoid costly hotel/motel stays while long term accommodations are 
secured.  ACDSS is also, with this new program, able to better prioritize Solutions to End Homelessness 
Program (STEHP) funding for the most needy families presenting as at risk and avoid a homeless episode 
entirely. 

Within the HMIS, there is a fairly even distribution of consumers in every age between 18 and 61, at 
which point the population served shrinks significantly.  The highest concentration of all ages is between 
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0 and 5 years of age; 13 percent of consumers served in an unduplicated count of homelessness were 
children under the age of 6. In comparison, only 2 percent were over the age of 60. 

The gender of consumers recorded in the HMIS is split relatively evenly between male and female with a 
very small percentage (less than 1 percent) identifying as transgendered.  This is not an accurate 
representation of the homeless community, however, as the database is missing records for 60 percent 
of the emergency shelter beds designated to individual males and transitional beds for both individuals 
and families, skewing the data towards the households with children, the vast majority of which are 
female headed.  While there is some crossover from consumers within the non-participatory programs, 
the agency which holds the non-participatory beds also does most support services internally, limiting 
that potential data source.  Taking into account the gender of children within household served does not 
change these percentages. 

In Albany County, 12 percent of all adults entered into the HMIS database identified as veterans. While 
slightly above the national average of 10 percent in 2012, it is consistent with the 2012 findings and 
reflects the increased efforts on the part of the Veteran’s Administration (VA) to engage and house 
homeless and at risk veterans. 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group. 

Only 34 percent of consumers recorded in the HMIS identify as white, where 56 percent identify as 
African American and the balance identify as other minorities or mixed race.  This varies significantly 
from the 2011 Census Bureau racial breakdown of Albany County (79 percent white, 13 percent black) 
showing a disproportionate use of emergency resources by minority populations.  While the 2011 
Census reported that 5 percent of residents in Albany County identified as Hispanic, the HMIS shows 15 
percent of all persons accessing homeless housing or prevention services identify as Hispanic.  This is 
also an increase of 4 percent from the 2012 HMIS data. 

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness. 

As discussed in earlier narrative, the Albany County HMIS Annual Report for 2013 provides the following 
data for housing status for participants at time of admission:  65.8 percent reported being literally 
homeless at the time of admission followed by 17.1 percent reported being unstably housed and at-risk 
of losing their housing and 15.1 percent reported imminently losing their home.  Only 1.6 percent were 
stably housed prior to program entry. 

A better indicator of the nature and extent of unsheltered homelessness in Albany County is evidenced 
by the number of homeless sheltered by the  Code Blue Albany (CBA) program.  CBA is an outreach, 
transportation, and shelter protocol to engage, transport, and shelter homeless people in the city of 
Albany who might otherwise remain unsheltered during periods of extreme winter weather.  CBA 
protocols are in place between November 15 and March 15.  A Code Blue is called when the 
temperature is expected to be 10 degrees of less and/or 12 inches of snow is expected.  The wind chill is 
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considered when determining whether or not to call a Code Blue.  The goal is to prevent unsheltered 
homeless people from experiencing threats to life and health from exposure to severe winter weather.  
Routine agency eligibility determination, screening, program participation expectations and service 
requirements and engagement are suspended and/or amended in the interest of removing any 
perceived barriers to accepting emergency shelter. 

Code Blue Albany is currently in its fifth season.  Last season there were 67 Code Blue nights and 1,449 
beds were provided over the course of the season.  In comparison, this season there were 84 Code Blue 
nights with 5,136 beds provided.  Please note that the number of beds is a "duplicated" number which 
means that the same person presented for help night after night.  Currently, the Code Blue program 
does not track the number of unique individuals served as a whole, but it is anticipated that a new 
tracking tool will be implemented in time for the 2015/2016 season. 

The success of CBA can be attributed to the hard work and dedication of the Homeless and Travelers Aid 
Society whose executive director was one of the original Code Blue Committee co-chairs.  Also HATAS 
serves as the Code Blue Coordinator.  Participating agencies include:  Advantage Transit Group, Albany 
Fire Department, Albany Police Department, American Red Cross of NE New York, Capital City Rescue 
Mission, Catholic Charities Housing Office, Capital District Transportation Authority, Albany County 
Department of Social Services, Homeless Action Committee, Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless, 
and Veterans Administration Homeless Outreach Team. 

Discussion: 
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NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment - 91.205 (b,d) 
Introduction:  

Persons with special needs are those that are physically, emotionally or mentally impaired or suffer from 
mental illness, developmentally disabled, youth aging out of foster care, persons with addictions, 
HIV/AIDS and their families and victims of domestic violence.  There are consistent patterns between 
the special needs population and the increased risk for homelessness because of lack of adequate 
housing facilities.   

Housing and service needs exist in the Town of Colonie for non-homeless special needs populations 
including elderly/seniors, youth aging out of the foster care system, persons with disabilities (mental, 
physical, developmental), and persons with alcohol and other substance use disorders. 

The Census Bureau collects data on disability primarily through the American Community Survey (ACS) 
and the Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP).  Current ACS questionnaires cover six 
disability types:  Hearing difficulty deaf or having serious difficulty hearing;  Vision difficulty blind or 
having serious difficulty seeing, even when wearing glasses; Cognitive difficulty because of a physical, 
mental, or emotional problem, having difficulty remembering, concentrating, or making decisions; 
Ambulatory difficulty (having serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs); Self-care difficulty (having 
difficulty bathing or dressing);  Independent living difficulty because of a physical, mental, or emotional 
problem, having difficulty doing errands alone such as visiting a doctor's office or shopping. 

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community: 

According to the 2009-2013 ACS 5-year estimates, 8,598 persons (10.6 percent of the population) in the 
Town of Colonie identified as having a disability.  Persons 65 years and older experienced the highest 
rate of disability (50.8 percent with a disability), followed by persons 18 to 64 years (42.6 percent with a 
disability) and persons under the age of 18 (6.6 percent with a disability). 

Not surprisingly, Whites experienced the highest rate of disability (86.6 percent with a disability), with 
the next closest category being Blacks/African Americans (5.0 percent with a disability), and Asians (2.8 
percent with a disability). 

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these 
needs determined?    

The housing and supportive service needs of these populations include a lack of affordable housing and 
permanent housing. Another need is employment that pays a living wage.  Special needs populations 
typically work with a case manager or other staff with a service agency, who will help to coordinate 
housing and services. These agencies include:  Albany County Department of Mental Health, Center for 
the Disabled, Center for Independence, Residential Support Services, Inc., St. Peter's Addiction Recovery 
Center (SPARC), Addiction Care Center of Albany, CARES, Inc., Support Ministry for Persons with AIDS, 
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Inc., AIDS Council of Northeastern New York, Equinox, Inc., Albany County Department for Aging, Town 
of Colonie Senior Resources Department, and the Colonie Senior Service Centers, Inc. 

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within 
the Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:  

According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC) in 2011 there were 89 new diagnoses of HIV/Aids 
infections in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) which is a rate of 12.0 
cases per 100,000 people, and the current prevalence of those assumed to be living with HIV/Aids is 
2,025, or 273.0 cases per 100,000 people.  The case rate per 100,000 population in the MSA is lower 
than the statewide average.  In New York in 2012, the case rate was 16.7, and the prevalence rate of 
those presumed to be living with HIV/AIDS in New York is 639.0. 

CDC data reveals that Whites have the highest number of infections per year reported, while African 
Americans experience the highest percentage of infections.  Of the 89 persons reporting cases of 
infection in 2011, 40 were White, 30 were Black/African American, 2 were Asian/Pacific, 11 were 
Hispanic/Latino, and 6 were multi-racial.  Of the 2,025 currently infected persons in the MSA, 793 are 
White, 683 are Black/African American, 13 are Asian/Pacific, 333 are Hispanic/Latino, and 203 were 
multi-racial.  The CDC data also shows that of these 89 people, 63 were male and 26 were female; and of 
those currently infected, 1,359 were male and 666 were female. 

Discussion: 
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs – 91.215 (f) 
Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Facilities: 

Public facility needs in the Town of Colonie include senior centers, youth activity centers, and health 
care facilities.  CDBG funds may be used for such facilities when they are used for eligible populations or 
neighborhoods. 

How were these needs determined? 

Public facility needs were determined through the Town of Colonie Consolidated Plan Questionnaire and 
the online Town of Colonie Resident Survey, agency and stakeholder consultation, the public input 
sessions, and staff consultation. 

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Improvements: 

Public improvement needs in the Town of Colonie include street improvements (sidewalks, sewer, 
water, streets) in low- and moderate-income areas. 

How were these needs determined? 

Public improvement needs were determined through the Town of Colonie Consolidated Plan 
Questionnaire and the online Town of Colonie Resident Survey, agency and stakeholder consultation, 
the public input sessions, and staff consultation. 

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Services: 

Public service needs in the Town of Colonie include affordable child care, affordable adult day care, and 
programs that address the safety, education, and social needs of eligible youth and elderly. 

How were these needs determined? 

Public service needs were determined through the Town of Colonie Consolidated Plan Questionnaire 
and the online Town of Colonie Resident Survey, agency and stakeholder consultation, the public input 
sessions, and staff consultation. 
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Housing Market Analysis 

MA-05 Overview 
Housing Market Analysis Overview: 

The purpose of the Housing Market Analysis is to provide a clear picture of the environment in which 
the Town of Colonie must administer its programs over the course of the consolidated plan. This section 
of the plan is based on HUD regulations and covers topics including general characteristics of the 
housing market, lead-based paint hazards, public and assisted housing, facilities and services for 
homeless persons, special needs facilities and services, and barriers to affordable housing.  In 
conjunction with the Needs Assessment section of this plan and other public input received, the Housing 
Market Analysis will provide the basis for the strategic plan and the programs and projects to be 
administered. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.  Additional data has been obtained from various sources, including more current 
American Community Survey estimates, HUD Fair Market Rents, HOME Rent Limits, and data collected 
from agencies that use the Albany County Coalition on Homelessness HMIS. 
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MA-10 Number of Housing Units – 91.210(a)&(b)(2) 
Introduction 

According to ACS data, housing units in the Town of Colonie are primarily 1-unit detached structures, 
with 23,759 units (71 percent).  Three or more bedroom units comprise the majority of units, with 
19,372 units (84 percent). 

As shown in Table 27, a total of 31,883 occupied units are present in the Town of Colonie.  The majority 
of the units are owner occupied, with owner-occupied units making up 73 percent of the units, and 
renter-occupied units making up the remaining 27 percent.  The majority, 84 percent, of owner-
occupied units have 3 or more bedrooms.  Less range is seen in the renter-occupied housing: 2 
bedrooms are most common at 41 percent of units, and 1 and 3 or bedrooms split at 36 percent and 20 
percent respectively. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

All residential properties by number of units 

Property Type Number % 
1-unit detached structure 23,759 71% 
1-unit, attached structure 931 3% 
2-4 units 2,775 8% 
5-19 units 3,130 9% 
20 or more units 2,242 7% 
Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc 473 1% 
Total 33,310 100% 

Table 27 – Residential Properties by Unit Number 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Unit Size by Tenure 

 Owners Renters 
Number % Number % 

No bedroom 14 0% 318 4% 
1 bedroom 120 1% 3,108 36% 
2 bedrooms 3,669 16% 3,558 41% 
3 or more bedrooms 19,379 84% 1,717 20% 
Total 23,182 101% 8,701 101% 

Table 28 – Unit Size by Tenure 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with 
federal, state, and local programs. 
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The Town of Colonie’s Public Housing Authority (PHA) provides Section 8 housing choice vouchers for 
347 units of scattered site housing for households up to 50 percent AMI. In accordance with the Town’s 
Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan, families selected for Section 8 vouchers are based on the 
following preferences: date and time of completed application; residency preference for families who 
live, work, or have been hired to work within the jurisdiction of the PHA; families who do not live, work, 
or have not been hired to work within the jurisdiction of the PHA; and families where the head of 
household or spouse is either elderly or disabled. 

During 2014, the Town of Colonie provided emergency housing repair grants to five low-moderate 
income persons and assisted five qualified low- and moderate-income homebuyers by providing 
forgivable down payment and/or closing costs grants. 

Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for 
any reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts. 

The Town of Colonie does not anticipate any units lost from the affordable housing inventory. 

Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population? 

There is a gap between number of affordable housing units in the Town of Colonie and the number of 
households who need affordable housing.  The 2007-2011 CHAS indicated that 6,052 households (both 
renter and owner) report a housing cost burden greater than 30 percent of their income.  An additional 
3,223 reported a housing cost burden greater than 50 percent of their income.  Colonie is also 
experiencing an extremely low vacancy rate which has been consistently below 3 percent, making it 
difficult for households to obtain rental units.  The Town of Colonie Public Housing Authority's current 
waiting list contains 629 applicants. 

Describe the need for specific types of housing: 

Affordable housing for low-income and extremely low-income households is needed because market 
rents often translate into high housing costs burden for low-income families. Special needs handicapped 
accessible housing assistance continues to be needed, especially for the frail elderly and physically 
disabled population. 

Discussion 

The Town of Colonie continues to have a challenge to preserve and increase the supply of affordable 
housing units for all groups with needs.  However, it is expected that additional affordable housing units 
will be proposed over the next five years. 
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MA-15 Housing Market Analysis: Cost of Housing - 91.210(a) 
Introduction 

This section provides an overall picture of housing costs within the Town of Colonie.  Information 
provided will detail housing cost trends, rent trends, fair market rents, and the overall affordability of 
the local housing market.  

With the exception of Table 31 - Monthly Rent, the data tables in this section are populated with a 
default data set based on the most recent data available from HUD.   

Cost of Housing 

 Base Year:  2000 Most Recent Year:  2011 % Change 
Median Home Value 117,300 217,700 86% 
Median Contract Rent 596 820 38% 

Table 29 – Cost of Housing 
Data Source: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2007-2011 ACS (Most Recent Year) 

 
Rent Paid Number % 

Less than $500 851 9.8% 
$500-999 6,105 70.2% 
$1,000-1,499 1,230 14.1% 
$1,500-1,999 444 5.1% 
$2,000 or more 71 0.8% 
Total 8,701 100.0% 

Table 30 - Rent Paid 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

 

Housing Affordability 

% Units affordable to Households 
earning  

Renter Owner 

30% HAMFI 180 No Data 
50% HAMFI 870 755 
80% HAMFI 4,720 3,505 
100% HAMFI No Data 6,210 
Total 5,770 10,470 

Table 31 – Housing Affordability 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 
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Monthly Rent  

Monthly Rent ($) Efficiency (no 
bedroom) 

1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom 

Fair Market Rent 711 737 900 1,077 1,177 
High HOME Rent 711 737 900 1,077 1,177 
Low HOME Rent 673 721 866 1,001 1,117 

Table 32 – Monthly Rent 
Data Source Comments: HUD HOME Rents 2011 

 
Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels? 

There is insufficient rental housing available for all low-income level renter households, but most 
predominantly those earning less than 30 percent AMI. 1,050 renter households earning 0-30 percent 
AMI reported a housing cost burden greater than 50 percent of their income, and as supported by the 
Housing Affordability table, only 180 units are available that are affordable to this income range. 

According to 2007-2011 CHAS data, in the Town of Colonie there are 180 rental units affordable for 
households earning 0-30 percent AMI, and 1,120 renter households earning 0-30 percent AMI. This 
leaves a housing affordability gap of 940 units (between the number of rental units which are affordable 
to this income level compared to the number of households at this income level). There are 870 rental 
units affordable for households earning 50 percent AMI and 1,225 renter households earning 50 percent 
AMI, resulting in a housing affordability gap of 355 units. 

How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or 
rents? 

Although owner-occupied homes became more affordable over the last year, housing affordability 
remains a problem for many Colonie residents.  Furthermore, there continues to be a significant 
difference between median sale prices in Colonie with the Northway acting as the dividing line.  On 
average houses located east of the Northway (North Colonie) are costing over 40 percent more than 
homes located west of the Northway (South Colonie) with very little difference in median sale prices of 
those homes west of the Northway and the countywide median sale price.  According to the Greater 
Capital Association of Realtors (GCAR), from January 2014 to January 2015, median home prices 
decreased 15.2 percent, to $310,000, in North Colonie, 11.2 percent, to $178,775, in South Colonie, and 
8.7 percent, to $197,500 in Albany County.  Even with this decline in housing prices, home prices in 
Colonie make it hard for the low/moderate income homeowners to enter the homeownership market.  
Also with this drop in home prices, current homeowners will continue to struggle to gain enough equity 
to access needed home repairs. 

Fair Market Rents have also increased from $870 for a two-bedroom in 2012 to $968 for the same unit 
in 2014, an increase of 11 percent.  If the vacancy rate continues to remain below 3 percent, it seems 
likely that rents will continue rise. 
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How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this 
impact your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing? 

The Town’s current median contract rent is $879 (according to the 2009-2013 ACS). The median contract 
rent is below the Fair Market Rents and HOME Rents for 2 bedroom, 3 bedroom, and 4 bedroom units, 
but higher than the Fair Market Rents and HOME Rents for efficiencies, and 1 bedroom units. 

Discussion 

HUD considers a housing unit affordable if the occupant household expends no more than 30 percent of 
its income on housing costs.  If the household spends more than 30 percent of its income on housing 
costs, the household is considered to be cost-burdened.  Cost burdened households have less financial 
resources to meet other basic needs (food, clothing, transportation, medical, etc.), less resources to 
properly maintain the housing structure, and are at greater risk for foreclosure and eviction. 

For households up to 80 percent AMI, the 2007-11 CHAS indicated that there are 3,269 renter-occupied 
households and 2,783 owner-occupied households with a cost burden greater than 30 percent of AMI. 
For 0-80 percent AMI households with a cost burden of greater than 50 percent of their household 
income, there are 1,709 renter-occupied households and 1,514 owner-occupied households. 

Definitions:  

Fair Market Rent (FMR) is rent schedules published in Federal Register which establish maximum eligible 
rent levels allowed under the Section 8 program by geographic area. 

Contract Rent is the actual monthly rent payable by the tenant, including any rent subsidy paid on behalf 
of the tenant, to the owner, inclusive of all terms of the lease. 

Gross rent is the sum of the rent paid to the owner plus any utility costs incurred by the tenant.  Utilities 
include electricity, gas, water and sewer, and trash removal services but not telephone service.  If the 
owner pays for all utilities, then gross rent equals the rent paid to the owner. 

High HOME Rent is calculated at 30 percent of adjusted income for households at 65 percent of the area 
median income (AMI) 

Low HOME Rent is calculated at 30 percent of adjusted income for households at 50 percent of the AMI. 
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MA-20 Housing Market Analysis: Condition of Housing – 91.210(a) 
Introduction 

This section provides an overall picture of the condition of the housing stock within the Town of Colonie. 
The need for rehabilitation is a common theme throughout this report.  The majority of units, 29,321 
(92.0 percent) in Colonie were built before 2000. These homes are more likely to need repairs to provide 
safe, decent and affordable housing. Conditions of units may be associated with the lack of complete 
kitchen or plumbing facilities, more than one person per room, or having a cost burden greater than 30 
percent of their household income.  According to the Conditions of Units table below, approximately 40 
percent of renters and 19 percent of owners experience one of the previously mentioned conditions. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data 
available from HUD.   

Definitions 

HUD defines “substandard” to mean housing which is dilapidated, without operable indoor plumbing or 
a usable flush toilet or bathtub inside the unit for the family’s exclusive use, without electricity or with 
inadequate or unsafe electrical service, without a safe or adequate source of heat, and should but does 
not have a kitchen, or has otherwise been declared unfit for habitation by the government. 

“Substandard suitable for rehabilitation” means a housing unit, or in the case of multiple unit buildings 
the building or buildings containing the housing units, which have at least three major systems in need 
of replacement or repair and the estimated cost of making the needed replacements and repairs is less 
than 75 percent of the estimated cost of new construction of a comparable unit or units. 

“Substandard not suitable for rehabilitation” means any such housing unit or units for which the 
estimated cost of making the needed replacements and repairs is greater than or equal to 75 percent of 
the estimated cost of new construction or a comparable unit or units. 

Condition of Units 

Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 
Number % Number % 

With one selected Condition 4,471 19% 3,365 39% 
With two selected Conditions 68 0% 109 1% 
With three selected Conditions 0 0% 24 0% 
With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0% 
No selected Conditions 18,643 80% 5,203 60% 
Total 23,182 99% 8,701 100% 

Table 33 - Condition of Units 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 
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Year Unit Built 

Year Unit Built Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 
Number % Number % 

2000 or later 1,761 8% 801 9% 
1980-1999 4,616 20% 1,694 19% 
1950-1979 12,560 54% 4,454 51% 
Before 1950 4,245 18% 1,752 20% 
Total 23,182 100% 8,701 99% 

Table 34 – Year Unit Built 
Data Source: 2007-2011 CHAS 

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied 

Number % Number % 
Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 16,805 72% 6,206 71% 
Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 780 3% 280 3% 

Table 35 – Risk of Lead-Based Paint 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS (Total Units) 2007-2011 CHAS (Units with Children present) 

Vacant Units 

 Suitable for 
Rehabilitation 

Not Suitable for 
Rehabilitation 

Total 

Vacant Units 0 0 0 
Abandoned Vacant Units 0 0 0 
REO Properties 0 0 0 
Abandoned REO Properties 0 0 0 

Table 36 - Vacant Units 
Data Source: 2005-2009 CHAS 

Need for Owner and Rental Rehabilitation 

One of the indicators of the condition of the housing stock is its age. Older housing is expected to need 
ongoing maintenance and repair in order to remain habitable. In the Town of Colonie, 92 percent of the 
owner-occupied units and 91 percent of the renter-occupied units were built prior to 2000, thus creating 
a high demand for home repair to provide safe, decent, and affordable housing.  These homes are prime 
candidates for energy efficiency improvements, roofing and siding replacement, and other needed 
rehabilitation. 

According to 2009-2013 ACS data there were 2,010 vacant housing units in Colonie.  Although data is 
not available on the number of units suitable for rehabilitation, units are considered suitable for 
rehabilitation if they are structurally sound. 

There is significant need for owner and rental rehabilitation.  Nearly three quarters of Colonie’s housing 
stock was built prior to 1980.  Housing units may need rehabilitation for code deficiencies, accessibility 
modification, energy efficiency improvements, and general maintenance.  Nineteen percent of Colonie’s 
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owner-occupied housing units report having at least one-selected housing condition, and 39 percent the 
Town’s occupied rental units report having a least one housing condition. 

Estimated Number of Housing Units Occupied by Low or Moderate Income Families with LBP 
Hazards 

While the actual number of housing units in the Town of Colonie with lead-based paint is not available, a 
housing unit built before 1980 is presumed to have a higher risk of lead-based paint.  Table 34 shows the 
total number of owner-occupied and renter-occupied units that were built before 1980, as well as those 
built before 1980 with children present. 

Approximately 30 percent of the population of the Town of Colonie is low to moderate income.  Using 
the data from Table 34 in which there are 16,805 owner-occupied, and 6,206 renter-occupied housing 
units built before 1980.  Therefore, it could be estimated that there are 5,042 owner-occupied, and 
1,862 renter-occupied units which may contain lead-based paint hazards and may contain low- to 
moderate-income households. 

Discussion 

Housing is a key component of the Town’s Consolidated Plan.  In order to have stable households, 
livable neighborhoods, and a healthy economy, all areas of the Town must have quality, affordable 
housing.  A variety of housing types is needed to meet the requirements of households and families of 
different sizes, ages, and characteristics.  
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MA-25 Public and Assisted Housing – 91.210(b) 
Introduction 

Describe the supply of public housing developments: 

The Town of Colonie has no public housing, but does administer a tenant-based housing assistance payments program.  Needs of that program 
have been set forth in the initial Public Housing Agency Plan for fiscal year starting January 1, 2015. 

Totals Number of Units 

Program Type 
 Certificate Mod-Rehab Public 

Housing 
Vouchers 

Total Project -based Tenant -based 
 

Special Purpose Voucher 
Veterans 

Affairs 
Supportive 

Housing 

Family 
Unification 

Program 

Disabled 
* 

# of units vouchers 
available       424     0 0 267 
# of accessible units                   
*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition 

Table 37 – Total Number of Units by Program Type 
Data Source: PIC (PIH Information Center) 

Describe the supply of public housing developments:  

Describe the number and physical condition of public housing units in the jurisdiction, including those that are participating in an 
approved Public Housing Agency Plan: 

Not applicable. 
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Public Housing Condition 

Public Housing Development Average Inspection Score 
  

Table 38 - Public Housing Condition 
Describe the restoration and revitalization needs of public housing units in the jurisdiction: 

Not applicable. 

Describe the public housing agency's strategy for improving the living environment of low- 
and moderate-income families residing in public housing: 

Not applicable. 

Discussion: 
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MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services – 91.210(c) 
Introduction 

The data table in this section is populated with data provided by the Albany County Continuum of Care.  CoCs were instructed to collect data for 
a point-in-time during the last week of January 2014.  

Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households 

 Emergency Shelter Beds Transitional 
Housing Beds 

Permanent Supportive Housing 
Beds 

Year Round Beds 
(Current & New) 

Voucher / 
Seasonal / 

Overflow Beds 

Current & New Current & New Under 
Development 

Households with Adult(s) and 
Child(ren) 97 0 69 459 0 
Households with Only Adults 208 0 87 485 0 
Chronically Homeless Households 0 0 0 80 0 
Veterans 0 0 40 135 0 
Unaccompanied Youth 13 0 34 0 0 

Table 39 - Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households 
Data Source Comments:  

 

Additional services and facilities 

This is a continuation of the services and facilities listed below: 

Peter Young Housing, Industries, and Treatment (PYHIT) programs provide drug and alcohol addiction treatment, homeless services, veteran’s 
services, criminal justice/re-entry services, vocational training, education, and job placement.  PYHIT’s Altamont Program partners with the New 
York State Industries for the Disabled to provide jobs for people with disabilities. 
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Rehabilitation Support Services addresses the needs of individuals with psychiatric and substance abuse disorders by providing housing, 
employment, care coordination, treatment, socialization, and wellness programs. 

St. Catherine’s Center for Children provides temporary residence and supplemental services to families who have lost their homes and also 
provides advocacy and assistance to address conflicts and issues that lead to homelessness. 

St. Peter’s Addiction Recovery Center (SPARC) offers individuals and families a comprehensive range of care and services for people affected by 
drug or alcohol abuse. 

Support Ministries provides homeless housing and support services for individuals and families living with HIV/AIDS. 

United Tenants of Albany (UTA) is a community based nonprofit organization that works to protect tenants’ rights and to improve housing 
conditions.  UTA operates a drop-in-center (crisis intervention and counseling), telephone hotline service ( information and responds to 
questions on housing issues), counseling, mediation between landlords and tenants, coordination of homeless prevention services with other 
organizations to provide assistance and support for people who are at risk of eviction or foreclosure or who have already been displaced, and 
training on landlord/tenant issues. 
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Describe mainstream services, such as health, mental health, and employment services to the 
extent those services are use to complement services targeted to homeless persons 

The Albany County Coalition on Homelessness is a coalition of local homeless and housing service 
providers, located within the Capital Region, which provide housing, shelter, and support services to the 
homeless, the poor, and persons in need.  Mainstream services are well coordinated with the efforts of 
those who provide services to people experiencing homelessness.  Included in the next section is a list of 
these homeless and housing service providers. 

List and describe services and facilities that meet the needs of homeless persons, particularly 
chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their 
families, and unaccompanied youth. If the services and facilities are listed on screen SP-40 
Institutional Delivery Structure or screen MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services, 
describe how these facilities and services specifically address the needs of these populations. 

The agencies listed below work in conjunction with the area municipalities, the Albany County 
Department of Social Services, the Albany Housing Authority, the Capital District Physicians Health Plan, 
the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, and the Veterans Administration to address issues of 
homelessness. 

Addiction Care Center of Albany provides housing and support services to men and women recovering 
from chemical dependence and abuse. 

Albany Housing Coalition offers housing and supportive services to homeless veterans and those at risk 
of losing their home. 

Capital Area Peer Services provides housing and support services to adults who are recovering from 
mental illnesses. 

Capital City Rescue Mission is a 501(c)(3), privately funded, non-profit organization that provides food, 
shelter and clothing to homeless men, woman, and children.  Note:  It does not accept any city, state, or 
federal funds. 

Catholic Charities Housing Office (CCHO) provides emergency and low-cost housing and supportive 
services for individuals and families struggling with homelessness, as well as victims of human trafficking 
and refugees resettled in the United States.  CCHO also operates a neighborhood drop in center in 
Albany, offering free technology resources, as well as referrals and assistance accessing support services 
and searching for employment. 

Community Maternity Services, an agency of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany, is committed to 
providing a continuum of services for children, families and pregnant and parenting adolescents.  All 
services are provided regardless of income, age, gender, disability, race, ethnicity, lifestyle, or religious 
belief. 
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Empire Justice Center, Inc. (EJC) is a non-profit law firm and advocacy group that provides direct legal 
services to low-income individuals and families dealing with domestic violence, foreclosure, eviction, 
civil rights, health benefits, immigrant rights, and disability benefits.  EJC engages in legislative and 
administrative advocacy on behalf of those impacted by poverty and discrimination. 

Equinox, Inc. offers housing and support services to adult and youth with chemical dependency, victims 
of domestic violence, adults, youth, and families living with mental illness, urban teens and young 
adults, and homeless youth. 

Homeless and Travelers Aid Society meets the immediate need for shelter, food and clothing in addition 
to addressing the long-term need for affordable housing and employment. 

Homeless Action Committee provides outreach and services for people who live on the streets in Albany 
as well as a permanent housing program. 

Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless assists homeless individuals and families by providing 
emergency, transitional, and permanent housing, meals and support services. 

Legal Aid Society of Northeastern New York provides free civil legal services and education to and 
advocacy for people with low income or other barriers to accessing the legal system. 

Note:  The remaining agencies included in this list can be found in the section above entitled, "Additional 
services and facilities." 
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MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services – 91.210(d) 
Introduction 

There are a variety of service providers in Albany County.  These providers coordinate amongst 
themselves to ensure they are meeting community needs efficiently. 

Including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental), 
persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, 
public housing residents and any other categories the jurisdiction may specify, and describe 
their supportive housing needs 

The Albany County Coalition on Homelessness (ACCH) serves as the lead agency responsible for 
coordinating Continuum of Care planning efforts in Albany County.  The ACCH is comprised of both 
homeless and non-homeless service providers, including those serving the needs of veterans, persons 
living with disabilities such as mental illness, chronic substance abuse and/or HIV/AIDS.  Membership in 
the ACCH also includes agencies serving victims of domestic violence; providers of services to homeless 
and runaway youth; emergency shelters; support service providers; faith-based organizations; town, 
city, county, and state governmental agencies; the Albany Housing Authority; housing developers; 
foundations; local businesses; law enforcement; and formerly homeless persons. 

Describe programs for ensuring that persons returning from mental and physical health 
institutions receive appropriate supportive housing 

Housing for non-homeless disabled persons and those with special housing needs is coordinated in 
conjunction with the activities of the ACCH.  The ACCH works closely with Albany County Department of 
Mental Health’s Housing and Single Point of Access (SPOA) Committees to determine the housing needs 
of homeless and non-homeless persons with mental illness.  The Albany County Department of Mental 
Health also oversees specialized housing for persons with chemical addictions.  Additional special needs 
housing is available through the Albany Housing Authority’s public housing and Section 8 voucher 
program.  The work of each of these organizations is incorporated into the Continuum of Care’s planning 
efforts.  Finally, through its Mainstream Housing Choice Voucher program and its Non-Elderly Disabled 
Vouchers, the Town provides rental assistance to 20 families where the head of household or spouse is 
disabled.  Additionally, CDBG funds will be used to for residential rehabilitation for owner-occupied 
disabled households.  

The Town's disabled population will continue to receive the majority of its supportive services through 
the Center for the Disabled, the Capital District Center for Independence, ClearView Center, and the 
Albany County Department of Mental Health.  

Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to undertake during the next year to address 
the housing and supportive services needs identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with 
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respect to persons who are not homeless but have other special needs. Link to one-year 
goals. 91.315(e) 

During the 2015 program year, the Town will provide a number of comprehensive housing and support 
services to its resident elderly and disabled population.  The Town of Colonie Senior Resources 
Department is the lead Town agency responsible for delivery of such services. 

The Senior Resources Department will work in conjunction with the Colonie Senior Service Centers, Inc., 
to provide the following housing and supportive services:  a social and medical needs outreach program, 
operation of a multi-purpose senior center, educational, recreational, and social programs and activities, 
transportation services, congregate meals, referral services for home care, technical assistance to 
seniors applying for medical and social services, legal assistance, tax preparation assistance, and fuel 
energy assistance. 

Community Development Block Grant funds will be used to provide scholarships to low- and moderate-
income seniors who are in need of adult day care and residential rehabilitation for owner-occupied 
senior households.  Section 8 tenant-based assistance will be used to provide the elderly with affordable 
rental units. 

For entitlement/consortia grantees: Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to 
undertake during the next year to address the housing and supportive services needs 
identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with respect to persons who are not homeless but 
have other special needs. Link to one-year goals. (91.220(2)) 

See answers to above question. 
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MA-40 Barriers to Affordable Housing – 91.210(e) 
Negative Effects of Public Policies on Affordable Housing and Residential Investment 

No public policies in the Town of Colonie were determined to seriously impact the availability of 
affordable housing for it residents.  However, Colonie's central location, low tax rate, and excellent 
services all contribute to making it a desirable place to live thus creating low vacancy rates and rising 
housing costs.  Also the demand for low-density, single-family housing developments has limited the 
interest in more intensive residential development.  These factors reduce general housing affordability, 
particularly for low- and moderate-income households.  

Other barriers to affordable housing for low- and moderate-income households in the Town have been 
identified as follows:  1) the high cost of vacant land, 2) the high cost to develop vacant land i.e., water, 
sewer, roadways, utilities, 3) the lack of developer contributions or county foreclosed land, 4) the need 
for "upfront" funds (down payment and closing costs).  

Opposition to affordable housing development often comes from concerns about congestion, school 
enrollment and taxes.  There is a need for a study which examines the effects of affordable housing 
development upon local taxes and school enrollment.  Such research is needed in order to engage in 
intelligent conversation about affordable workforce housing development. 

Practices of predatory lending can be considered a violation of a person's fair housing rights and thus be 
a barrier to affordable housing.  Predatory lending is when lenders use abusive and exploitative 
practices to extract equity out of people’s homes.  They prey on homeowners in financial need who may 
need money for bill consolidation or home repairs and improvements.  Instead of offering a fair loan, 
predatory lenders coerce people into taking out loans with high interest rates, outrageous fees, and 
unaffordable terms of payment.  Furthermore, some of these lenders foreclose on properties causing 
homeowners to lose their homes, their financial security, or both.  To address the problem of predatory 
lending, the Town serves on the board of directors of the Affordable Housing Partnership (AHP) and as a 
member of the AHP HomeSave Committee.  HomeSave is a fair lending initiative designed to help 
homeowners prevent and solve problems with delinquent or costly mortgages.  HomeSave offers 
existing homeowners a wide range of resources, including: foreclosure prevention services, affordable 
home repair loans, refinancing of predatory home loans, legal advocacy, fair lending education, and 
budget and financial literacy counseling. 

As required by HUD regulations, the Town completed an update to its Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice (AI).  This document was submitted to HUD on July 17, 2014.  The AI was prepared by 
the staff of the Town’s Community Development Department, which is also the lead agency for 
preparation of the Town’s Consolidated Plan and administration of Federal housing and community 
development grants.  
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MA-45 Non-Housing Community Development Assets – 91.215 (f) 
Introduction 

This section of the Consolidated Plan provides an overview of the economic conditions in the Town of Colonie and the ability of the local work 
force to satisfy the needs of local businesses.  According to the 2007-2011 ACS there were 45,519 persons (age 16 or older) in the labor force in 
Colonie.  Of those, 43,151 were employed and 2,367 were unemployed. The unemployment rate of Colonie was 5.2 percent, lower than the 
countywide rate of 7.0 percent.  In fact, the unemployment rate for Colonie residents has consistently been lower than the remainder of Albany 
County. 

The data tables in this section are populated with a default data set based on the most recent data available from HUD.   

Please note that the data reported in Table 39 – Business Activity is incorrect.  The correct data is listed below with the format as follows 
Business Sector (Number of Workers):  Agriculture, Mining, Oil & Gas Extraction (174); Arts, Entertainment, Accommodations (3,424); 
Construction (1,934); Education and Health Care Services (10,286); Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate (3,935); Information (1,173); 
Manufacturing (2,594); Other Services (1,814); Professional, Scientific, Management Services (4,263); Public Administration (6,167); Retail 
Trade     (4,267); Transportation and Warehousing (2,158); Wholesale Trade (962) for a total number of workers equaling  43,151. 

Economic Development Market Analysis 

Business Activity 

Business by Sector Number of 
Workers 

Number of Jobs Share of Workers 
% 

Share of Jobs 
% 

Jobs less workers 
% 

Agriculture, Mining, Oil & Gas Extraction 44 83 0 0 0 
Arts, Entertainment, Accommodations 2,581 6,825 11 11 0 
Construction 1,047 3,109 4 5 1 
Education and Health Care Services 6,796 10,193 28 17 -11 
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 2,250 6,211 9 10 1 
Information 808 2,233 3 4 1 
Manufacturing 1,389 2,236 6 4 -2 
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Business by Sector Number of 
Workers 

Number of Jobs Share of Workers 
% 

Share of Jobs 
% 

Jobs less workers 
% 

Other Services 1,425 3,796 6 6 0 
Professional, Scientific, Management Services 3,069 8,413 13 14 1 
Public Administration 1 0 0 0 0 
Retail Trade 3,279 10,820 13 18 5 
Transportation and Warehousing 612 3,183 3 5 2 
Wholesale Trade 1,060 4,172 4 7 3 
Total 24,361 61,274 -- -- -- 

Table 40 - Business Activity 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS (Workers), 2011 Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (Jobs) 
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Labor Force 

Total Population in the Civilian Labor Force 45,519 
Civilian Employed Population 16 years and over 43,151 
Unemployment Rate 5.20 
Unemployment Rate for Ages 16-24 20.15 
Unemployment Rate for Ages 25-65 3.32 

Table 41 - Labor Force 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Occupations by Sector Number of People 

Management, business and financial 12,743 
Farming, fisheries and forestry occupations 2,385 
Service 3,423 
Sales and office 12,648 
Construction, extraction, maintenance and 
repair 2,417 
Production, transportation and material moving 1,321 

Table 42 – Occupations by Sector 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Travel Time 

Travel Time Number Percentage 
< 30 Minutes 34,749 85% 
30-59 Minutes 5,279 13% 
60 or More Minutes 729 2% 
Total 40,757 100% 

Table 43 - Travel Time 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Education: 

Educational Attainment by Employment Status (Population 16 and Older) 

Educational Attainment In Labor Force  
Civilian Employed Unemployed Not in Labor Force 

Less than high school graduate 1,046 135 736 
High school graduate (includes 
equivalency) 7,180 511 2,359 
Some college or Associate's degree 10,842 323 2,040 
Bachelor's degree or higher 15,589 464 1,893 

Table 44 - Educational Attainment by Employment Status 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 
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Educational Attainment by Age 

 Age 
18–24 yrs 25–34 yrs 35–44 yrs 45–65 yrs 65+ yrs 

Less than 9th grade 78 53 121 274 751 
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 529 264 476 729 893 
High school graduate, GED, or 
alternative 2,307 1,638 2,383 6,041 5,395 
Some college, no degree 3,506 1,586 1,588 4,594 1,921 
Associate's degree 726 1,100 1,385 2,952 599 
Bachelor's degree 1,629 2,726 2,850 5,118 1,427 
Graduate or professional degree 223 1,594 1,852 3,845 1,922 

Table 45 - Educational Attainment by Age 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Educational Attainment – Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months 

Educational Attainment Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months 
Less than high school graduate 0 
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 0 
Some college or Associate's degree 0 
Bachelor's degree 0 
Graduate or professional degree 0 

Table 46 – Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months 
Data Source: 2007-2011 ACS 

Based on the Business Activity table above, what are the major employment sectors within 
your jurisdiction? 

Table 41 describes the types of occupations of Colonie residents.  According to 2007-2011 ACS, the 
largest job category was managerial and professional (43.4 percent of the labor force), followed closely 
by sales and office occupations (29.3 percent).  Both categories, except for certain sales positions, 
generally earn higher incomes.  

Describe the workforce and infrastructure needs of the business community: 

Although the number of government jobs has declined in recent years, the area continues to benefit 
from a strong government employee base.  According to a report published by the Four Greater Capital 
Region Workforce Investment Areas, the Greater Capital Region is in the midst of a significant change in 
the composition of its workforce and demand occupations (an occupation with an existing demand for 
workers and which provides a self-sufficient wage and/or benefits).  At a time when traditional 
industries, such as, manufacturing, logging and farming have experienced significant declines, economic 
development efforts have focused on attracting entirely new high-tech industries.  The challenge now 
facing the area is determine how to develop a workforce system that can most effectively respond to 
these changes and new opportunities. 
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Describe any major changes that may have an economic impact, such as planned local or 
regional public or private sector investments or initiatives that have affected or may affect 
job and business growth opportunities during the planning period. Describe any needs for 
workforce development, business support or infrastructure these changes may create. 

Despite persistent job losses, traditional manufacturing continues to be an important component of the 
Capital Region's economy.  The overall decline is being offset by increases in high-tech production, and 
the jobs associated with technical and manufacturing tend to be more highly technical and higher 
paying.  Therefore, in order for the region to attract and retain high-tech production firms, it must 
possess an employment base that can attract or create highly skilled workers. 

Examples of this trend include the creation and/or expansion of the following:  International SEMATECH 
(a consortium of the world's largest computer chip makers), Regeneron Pharmaceuticals (a 
biopharmaceutical company that discovers, invents, develops, manufactures, and commercializes 
medicines for the treatment of serious medical conditions), Globalfoundries (full-service semiconductor 
foundry), the College of Nanoscale Science and Technology (global education, research, development 
and technology deployment resource for nanotechnology), GE Global Research (diversified industrial 
research organization), the Future Chips Constellation at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (team of 
faculty, research associates, and graduate and undergraduate students performing leading-edge 
research in the field of compound semiconductor materials and devices), Momentive Performance 
Materials Inc. (manufacturer of silicone, silicone based derivatives, quartz, and ceramics), and SABIC (a 
Saudi Arabian-based diversified manufacturing company, active in chemicals and intermediates, 
industrial polymers, fertilizers, and metals). 

Below is a list of partner agencies that currently provide low-interest financing and technical assistance 
to area businesses. 

Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber of Commerce Al Tech Revolving Loan Fund provides loans to 
businesses ranging from $50,000 - $500,000 at Wall Street prime minus 3 percent for the term of the 
loan. 

Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber of Commerce First Opportunity Loan Program is a micro-loan 
program. Loans can vary from $1,000 to $25,000, and interest rates are at Wall Street prime plus 2 
percent for the term of the loan. 

Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber of Commerce Entrepreneurial Assistance Program offers a 60-hour 
program designed to guide entrepreneurs through the rigors of business formation and management. 
This program features local business experts, and is provided with assistance from Empire State 
Development Corporation. 

Capital District Community Loan Fund (CDCLF) is a non-profit community development financial 
institution serving the Capital District.  The CDCLF can make loans to nonprofit groups up to $500,000, 
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and can make loans to lower income, minority, and women business owners. The loans offered can be 
either short or long term loans with fixed interest rates and mimimum closing costs.  By working in 
partnership with the College of Saint Rose School of Business, the CDCLF also offers eight-week business 
planning sessions. The CDCLF also offers numerous technical assistance workshops and clinics. 

The New York State Business Development Corporation (NYBDC) operates a number of loan pools that 
help businesses refinance debt and provide funds for working capital, equipment, and building 
acquisition and construction.  Special loans are also available for women and minority businesses and 
Empire Zone certified businesses. 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) works with stakeholders 
throughout New York including residents, business owners, developers, community leaders, local 
government officials, university researchers, utility representatives, investors, and entrepreneurs 
to promote energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy sources.  NYSERDA's efforts aim to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, accelerate economic growth, and reduce customer energy bills. 

How do the skills and education of the current workforce correspond to employment 
opportunities in the jurisdiction? 

Of particular concern with regard to the area's emerging workforce is the ability to retain graduates in 
the geographic region.  Alarmingly, many students leave the area after graduation and do not return. 
This outmigration of educated workers is a challenge for everyone concerned with the region's future 
economic outlook. 

Another challenge facing the Capital Region is the ability to meet the demand for middle skills jobs - 
those that require at least a high school diploma and technical training, but not a four-year college 
degree.  Society's push to get all young people into four-year colleges has contributed to this shortage of 
skilled workers. 

A further concern is the impact of the aging of the workforce and the subsequent reduction in the 
workforce pool.  This is a critical concern, because the impact of the departure of this workforce sector 
will continue for many years and have a significant impact on the composition of the workforce. 

Describe any current workforce training initiatives, including those supported by Workforce 
Investment Boards, community colleges and other organizations. Describe how these efforts 
will support the jurisdiction's Consolidated Plan. 

Below is a list of partner agencies that currently provide workforce training and technical assistance in 
the Capital Region. 

The Capital Region Workforce Investment Board (WIB) provides a variety of services for both employers 
seeking to attract, train, and retain qualified workers and for individuals seeking employment.  
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Assistance for employers included funds for training existing and incumbent employees and access to a 
job and resume bank.  Job seekers can receive assistance with resume writing, interviewing, and their 
employment search.  A number of programs are also offered to provide opportunities for individuals to 
learn about career paths and future employment opportunities.  In July 2012, the WIB received a three-
year U. S. Department of Labor Workforce Innovation Fund grant for the purpose of addressing the 
region's science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) skill shortage. The intent is to accomplish 
this by increasing the number of disadvantaged youth, low-income adults, and dislocated workers who 
are interested in STEM careers and by creating a flexible region-wide STEM talent pipeline system that 
links the workforce system, employers, educators, and emerging and returning workers through Two-
Step Career Plans. 

Hudson Valley Community College's TEC-SMART (Training and Education Center for Semiconductor 
Manufacturing and Alternative and Renewable Technologies) facility opened January 2010 in Malta, 
New York. It features more than a dozen state-of-the-art classrooms and laboratories to train the 
workforce in semiconductor manufacturing green technologies, including photovoltaic, home energy 
efficiency, geothermal, alternative fuels and wind energy. In addition, courses in Business and the 
Liberal Arts and Sciences area, including English, psychology, math and more are offered. 

Hudson Valley Community College's Workforce Development Institute works directly with employers to 
create customized training packages.  Courses are chosen from their current listing or a specific 
curriculum is developed directly from information provided by the employer or industry experts.  Classes 
are offered at the workplace, at one of HVCC's campus sites, or at the TEC-SMART facility in Malta. 

Empire State Development Corporation (ESD) offers a wide variety of services and programs, including 
tax and financial incentive programs, assistance for manufacturers, and workforce training assistance. 
ESD is New York's primary economic development agency. 

The Department of Labor (DOL) offers training services for employers, maintains a large dataset of 
employment and wage statistics, and provides a comprehensive listing of tax incentives available to 
employers. The DOL also maintains a large database of resumes for the benefit of both employers and 
potential employees. 

Does your jurisdiction participate in a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS)? 

If so, what economic development initiatives are you undertaking that may be coordinated 
with the Consolidated Plan? If not, describe other local/regional plans or initiatives that 
impact economic growth. 

Yes.  In June 1984, the Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC), with the endorsement of 
Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady counties and the Governor of the State of New York, 
petitioned the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for designation as an Economic 
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Development District (EDD).  In October 1984, the EDA approved the four-county area as a provisional 
EDD pursuant to Section 403 of the Public Works and Economic Development Act, as amended.  Full EDD 
status was approved by the EDA in July 1987.  The entire policy board of CDRPC functions as the 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee of the EDD.  To comply with the 
Federal requirements of broad representation on the governing board, the size of CDRPC's board was 
expanded in 1983 from the original twelve (12) to twenty (20) members, five from each county. 

The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy published by CDRPC in September 2012 laid out 
three major goals along with four objectives to move the Capital Region forward. The three major goals 
are:  1) Maintain high levels of stable, well-paying employment in the region; 2) Reduce 
underemployment and address pockets of unemployment; and 3) Improve the quality of life for the 
residents of the Capital District. 

The four objectives are:  1) Increase the region's national and international competitiveness; 2) Retain 
and expand the region's economic base; 3) Improve planning processes for economic development and 
quality of life issues; and 4) Maintain and upgrade the skill level of the region's labor force. 

Discussion 
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MA-50 Needs and Market Analysis Discussion  
Are there areas where households with multiple housing problems are concentrated? 
(include a definition of "concentration") 

Areas where households with multiple housing problems exist is defined as an area which contains one 
or more housing problems (one of four severe housing problems, housing cost burden greater than 30 
percent, housing cost burden greater than 50 percent, overcrowding and substandard housing) at a rate 
of at least 10 percent greater than the in the Town of Colonie. 

According to the 2007-2011 ACS, there were 49 housing units in Colonie that lacked complete plumbing 
facilities, 119 housing units that lacked complete kitchen facilities, and 217 housing units that had more 
than one person per room (overcrowding), all indications of substandard conditions.  Age of housing is 
another method of determining housing conditions.  Of the Town’s 33,310 housing units, 13,244 (39.8 
percent) were constructed before 1959.  There were 3,724 units constructed prior to 1939 and 9,520 in 
the next two decades, 1940 to 1959.  During the next 50+ years, 20,066 new units were added.  Older 
homes tend to require rehabilitation of mechanical systems, roofing, and windows to bring them up to 
standard condition.  Lower income homeowners are often financially unable to maintain their 
residences, particularly when a major component needs repair or replacement.  That being said, no 
concentrations of substandard housing have been allowed to develop as a result of the Building 
Department’s diligence as well as the Town’s Residential Rehabilitation program. 

Are there any areas in the jurisdiction where racial or ethnic minorities or low-income 
families are concentrated? (include a definition of "concentration") 

Areas where racial or ethnic minorities or low-income families are concentrated are defined as census 
tracts where at least 40 percent of the population is racial or ethnic minorities.  There are no census 
tracts with 40 percent or more of ethnic minorities as of the 2008-2012 ACS. 

Areas where low-income families are concentrated are defined as census tracts where at least 51 
percent of the households have incomes less than 50 percent AMI.  Townwide there are six census block 
groups where 51 percent or more of the families are low income.  They are Census Tract 13506, Block 
Group 3; Census Tract 13601, Block Group 5; Census Tract 13801, Block Group 3, and Census Tract 
14001, Block Groups 2 and 3, Census Tract 14002 Block Group 3. 

What are the characteristics of the market in these areas/neighborhoods? 

These areas have a generally older housing stock and strong presence of rental housing.  Also these 
areas typically have a larger percentage of both renter and owner-occupied housing needing 
rehabilitation and tend to be more affordable to lower-level income residents than in the Town at-large. 
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Are there any community assets in these areas/neighborhoods? 

Census Tract 136.01 Block Group 5 contains five low income senior housing projects (Carondelet 
Commons, Cabrini Acres, Fontbonne Manor, Sanderson Court, and Sheehy Manor).  Each of these 
projects has 50 one-bedroom units.  This block group also contains Shaker Pointe at Carondelet which is 
a market rate senior community that has over 20 floor plans that include one and two-bedroom 
apartments, townhome style homes, and cottage home. 

Census Tract 13801, Block Group 3, Census Tract 14001, Block Groups 2 and 3, and Census Tract 14002 
Block Group 3 are all located in and around the Central Avenue Corridor.  The Central Avenue Corridor is 
a 16-mile road that connects the city of Albany with the city of Schenectady.  A significant concentration 
of jobs and homes are present within a half mile of this corridor that boasts 15 percent of the Capital 
District’s households and 30 percent of the jobs.  Due to a combination of land use, transportation, and 
social and market shifts in the region, the corridor’s vitality has eroded over the past 50 years.  

Are there other strategic opportunities in any of these areas? 

Although some progress has been made in these areas, there remains opportunities for helping improve 
the quality of life for residents.  Future activities might include increasing access to transportation, 
rehabilitation of renter and owner-occupied units, additional street lighting and beautification projects, 
and continuing to develop programs and support businesses in and around these areas. 

In 2012, the Town of Colonie conducted a study of the Central Avenue Corridor for the purpose of 
providing recommendations within the study area through the use of planning tools and economic 
development strategies to encourage reuse, infill, and redevelopment. 
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Strategic Plan 

SP-05 Overview 
Strategic Plan Overview 

This section contains the strategic plan for housing and community development that will guide the 
Town of Colonie’s allocation of Community Development Block Grant and HOME Program funding 
during the 2015-2019 planning period. 

The Town is expected to receive approximately $400,000 annually from the CDBG and HOME programs.  
These funds will attempt to address the priority needs of the Town over the next five years.  In general, 
these needs are concentrated in areas of affordable housing, public services, public 
facilities/infrastructure, and program planning/administration. 
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SP-10 Geographic Priorities – 91.215 (a)(1) 
Geographic Area 

Table 47 - Geographic Priority Areas 
1 Area Name: Townwide 

Area Type: Local Target area 

Other Target Area Description:   

HUD Approval Date:   

% of Low/ Mod:   

Revital Type:  Housing 

Other Revital Description:   

Identify the neighborhood boundaries for this target area.   

Include specific housing and commercial characteristics of this target area.   

How did your consultation and citizen participation process help you to identify this 
neighborhood as a target area? 

  

Identify the needs in this target area.   

What are the opportunities for improvement in this target area?       

Are there barriers to improvement in this target area?   

 
General Allocation Priorities 

Describe the basis for allocating investments geographically within the jurisdiction (or within the EMSA 
for HOPWA) 

Guiding Principles for Investment: 

All HUD-funded activities in the Town of Colonie are carried out on a townwide basis.  The Town will use 
the following guiding principles as a basis for allocating its resources: 

• Additional affordable housing, especially the rehabilitation of existing housing continues to be 
the Town's greatest community development need and highest priority 

• Non-housing activities such as public service activities directed at the youth and elderly, 
accessibility and infrastructure improvements, and job creation and economic development 
initiatives are complementary and critical community development components 

• Proposed action plan activities addressing “High Priority” needs will have the greatest 
opportunity for funding; activities addressing “Medium Priority” needs may receive funding but 
must demonstrate substantial funding leveraged from other resources 
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SP-25 Priority Needs - 91.215(a)(2) 
Priority Needs 

Table 48 – Priority Needs Summary 
1 Priority Need 

Name 
Housing Affordability/Availability 

Priority Level High 

Population Extremely Low 
Low 
Moderate 
Large Families 
Families with Children 
Elderly 
Elderly 
Frail Elderly 
Persons with Mental Disabilities 
Persons with Physical Disabilities 
Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
Persons with Alcohol or Other Addictions 
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families 

Geographic Areas 
Affected 

Townwide 

Associated Goals Provide safe, decent and affordable housing 

Description Affordable Housing Objectives - Increase the Inventory of Affordable Housing 
Units 

1. Preserve existing stock of affordable housing units 

2. Increase the number and type of homeownership opportunities 
available to low-to moderate-income homebuyers 

3. Reduce housing-related lead-based paint hazards, especially for low-
income families and children 

4. Increase the number of affordable rental housing units (tenant based 
rental assistance) 

5. Provide adequate housing options for all special needs populations 

Basis for Relative 
Priority 

Public hearings, the Consolidated Plan Questionnaire, and the Resident Survey 

2 Priority Need 
Name 

Community Development - Public Services 
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Priority Level High 

Population Extremely Low 
Low 
Moderate 
Large Families 
Families with Children 
Elderly 
Elderly 
Frail Elderly 
Persons with Mental Disabilities 
Persons with Physical Disabilities 
Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
Persons with Alcohol or Other Addictions 
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families 
Victims of Domestic Violence 
Non-housing Community Development 

Geographic Areas 
Affected 

Townwide 

Associated Goals Create suitable living environment 

Description Non-housing Community Development Objectives - Maintain a high standard of 
living 

1. Provide non-housing public services that meet the needs of low-and 
moderate-income persons 

2. Enhance job training and employment opportunities for low-to 
moderate-income persons 

3. Provide opportunities for low-income persons to become economically 
self sufficient 

4. Strengthen the safety net of services for person with special needs 

Basis for Relative 
Priority 

Public hearings, the Consolidated Plan Questionnaire, and the Resident Survey 

3 Priority Need 
Name 

Community Development - Public Facilities 

Priority Level High 



 

  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     99 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

Population Extremely Low 
Low 
Moderate 
Large Families 
Families with Children 
Elderly 
Elderly 
Frail Elderly 
Persons with Mental Disabilities 
Persons with Physical Disabilities 
Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
Persons with Alcohol or Other Addictions 
Persons with HIV/AIDS and their Families 
Victims of Domestic Violence 
Non-housing Community Development 

Geographic Areas 
Affected 

Townwide 

Associated Goals Create suitable living environment 

Description Non-housing Community Development Objectives - Maintain a high standard of 
living 

1. Create and/or replace infrastructure systems and public facilities in low- 
and moderate-income areas 

Basis for Relative 
Priority 

Public hearings, the Consolidated Plan Questionnaire, and the Resident Survey 

4 Priority Need 
Name 

Homeless 

Priority Level High 
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Population Extremely Low 
Low 
Moderate 
Large Families 
Families with Children 
Elderly 
Chronic Homelessness 
Individuals 
Families with Children 
Mentally Ill 
Chronic Substance Abuse 
veterans 
Persons with HIV/AIDS 
Victims of Domestic Violence 
Unaccompanied Youth 

Geographic Areas 
Affected 

Townwide 

Associated Goals Create suitable living environment 

Description Homeless Continuum of Care Objectives - Prevent and Reduce Homelessness 

1. Improve homeless prevention activities 

2. Provide services to prevent persons at risk of becoming homeless 

3. Assist the Albany County Coalition on Homelessness to employ a 
continuum of care approach to reduce the frequency and duration of 
homelessness 

4. Provide support to service providers to improve service delivery and to 
address gaps in the continuum of care 

Basis for Relative 
Priority 

Public hearings, the Consolidated Plan Questionnaire, and the Resident Survey 

5 Priority Need 
Name 

Planning and Program Administration 

Priority Level High 

Population Extremely Low 
Low 
Moderate 
Non-housing Community Development 

Geographic Areas 
Affected 

Townwide 
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Associated Goals Program Planning and Administration 

Description Planning and program administration including fair housing activities and the 
submission of applications for federal programs. 

Basis for Relative 
Priority 

Funds are necessary to ensure adequate, successful, and 
efficient administration of the CDBG and HOME programs 

 

Narrative (Optional) 

The priorities identified in the Town's Consolidated Plan are in response to input received during the 
consolidated planning process.  The Town's intent throughout this process is to identify relative 
priorities to assist the greatest number of persons while keeping in mind the limited resources with 
which the Town has to devote. 

Noting the funding constraints, the plan identifies the highest priorities for activities that address the 
“continuum” of housing needs beginning with the rehabilitation of our existing housing stock, 
homelessness prevention, and the creation of new permanent housing that is affordable and available 
to Town residents and workforce.  Activities that assist the most vulnerable segments of the Town's 
population are also considered high priorities such as child, youth and senior services. 

In addition, non-housing community development activities are integral components in promoting a 
sound living environment and encouraging expanded economic opportunities for persons of low and 
moderate income.  These activities include infrastructure improvements to improve the health, safety 
and pedestrian access for neighborhoods of low and moderate income, and transportation and 
economic development activities to promote employment opportunities for persons of low- and 
moderate-income. 

Investment will be directed to assist those with the most need throughout the Town in accordance with 
federal regulations and in conformance with the priorities contained in this document.  The Town will, 
over the course of this five-year strategic plan, invest substantial resources to meet the Town's highest 
priorities. 

In general, activities addressing high priority needs will have the greatest opportunity for substantial 
funding depending, of course, on the quality and viability of each funding request; activities addressing 
medium priority needs may receive funding but must demonstrate substantial funding leveraged from 
other resources. 

Given the limited amount of funding available, each year the Town will select activities that demonstrate 
a competitive advantage that year over other applications including the greatest likelihood of overall 
success, consistency with the Town's identified high priorities, and the ability to demonstrate 
identifiable accomplishments to gauge activity success.  
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The greatest obstacle in meeting underserved needs in the Town of Colonie is the decreasing availability 
of resources and changing policy directives from funding sources.  Nevertheless, it is the Town’s intent 
to maximize these resources and encourage collaboration among the private sector, the non-profit 
community, and local government to promote and fund activities that address the needs identified in 
this plan. 
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SP-30 Influence of Market Conditions – 91.215 (b) 
Influence of Market Conditions 

Affordable 
Housing Type 

Market Characteristics that will influence  
the use of funds available for housing type 

Tenant Based 
Rental Assistance 
(TBRA) 

Fair market rents for 2015 are $690 for studio units, $782 for 1-bedroom units, 
$968 for 2-bedroom units, and $1,206 for 3-bedroom units.  Approximately 40 
percent of renter-occupied households have a cost burden greater than 30 
percent of their monthly income, while almost 20 percent have a cost burden 
greater than 50 percent of their monthly income.  The Town of Colonie oversees 
the administration of the Section 8 voucher program.  With only 375 housing 
choice vouchers available and a waiting list of 630 applicants, it is apparent that 
demand for this program far exceeds the supply of vouchers. 

TBRA for Non-
Homeless Special 
Needs 

See above description.  The TBRA program is intended to assist low-income 
residents who may or may not be special needs. 

New Unit 
Production 

There is a gap between the number of affordable housing units in the Town of 
Colonie and the number of households who need affordable housing. 3,460 
households (both renter and owner) report a housing cost burden greater than 50 
percent of their income. An additional 4,420 reported a housing cost burden 
greater than 30 percent of their income. Colonie also has an extremely low 
vacancy rate which has been consistently below 3 percent, making it difficult for 
households to obtain rental units. 

Rehabilitation Typically housing over 30 years in age is likely to have rehabilitation needs that 
may include new plumbing and heating, roof replacement, foundation work, and 
other repairs.  Nearly 60 percent of the Town’s housing units were built prior to 
1970 and have well exceeded the thirty year benchmark.  Approximately 25 
percent of homeowners in the Town have incomes less than 80 percent of the 
area median.  These lower income households are often financially unable to 
maintain their residences, particularly when a major component needs repair or 
replacement. 

Acquisition, 
including 
preservation 

Market conditions are such that landlords are often not willing to leave units 
vacant in order to perform costly and time consuming rehabilitation on them.  
Rental housing demand is so strong that landlords can rent units that are 
minimally acceptable. 

Table 49 – Influence of Market Conditions 
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SP-35 Anticipated Resources - 91.215(a)(4), 91.220(c)(1,2) 

Introduction  

The Town of Colonie expects to receive Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership funds (Colonie Schenectady Troy 
HOME Consortium), and Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments available from HUD, during the five year period of this Consolidated Plan.  

When determining resources, HUD instructed grantees to included in this section all resources within the Town’s control that can be reasonably 
expected to be available.  Therefore, the Town included both HOME and Section 8 funds in Anticipated Resources.  However, since the outcomes 
for Town's HOME and Section 8 programs are not reported in IDIS, they have not been included in AP-35 Projects. 

Anticipated Resources 

Program Source of 
Funds 

Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected 
Amount 

Available 
Reminder 
of ConPlan  

$ 

Narrative 
Description Annual 

Allocation: 
$ 

Program 
Income: $ 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

$ 

Total: 
$ 

CDBG public - 
federal 

Acquisition 
Admin and Planning 
Economic Development 
Housing 
Public Improvements 
Public Services 326,087 0 0 326,087 1,304,348 
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Program Source of 
Funds 

Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected 
Amount 

Available 
Reminder 
of ConPlan  

$ 

Narrative 
Description Annual 

Allocation: 
$ 

Program 
Income: $ 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

$ 

Total: 
$ 

HOME public - 
federal 

Acquisition 
Homebuyer assistance 
Homeowner rehab 
Multifamily rental new 
construction 
Multifamily rental rehab 
New construction for 
ownership 
TBRA 83,145 0 0 83,145 332,580 

   

Section 8 public - 
federal TBRA 2,550,250 0 0 2,550,250 10,201,000 

   

Table 50 - Anticipated Resources 
 

Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of how 
matching requirements will be satisfied 

While the CDBG Program does not require leveraging, the CDBG program does leverage other resources with its CDBG funds.  For example, the 
rehabilitation grants range from 40 to 100 percent.  Therefore, many participants are required to pay a portion of the total project cost.  In 
addition, the Town now contributes over $100,000 annually to help defray the administrative costs associated with community development 
activities. 
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If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that may be used to address the needs 
identified in the plan 

In November 2012, Albany County Executive Dan McCoy announced the creation of an Albany County Veterans Resource Center at 55 Heritage 
Lane in Colonie.  The Center is the result of the county's partnership with Soldier On, an organization that provides transitional housing and 
support services to veterans.  Soldier On has been working together with the county on transforming a former county nursing home located near 
Albany International Airport.  This property will be redeveloped into limited-equity housing for formerly homeless veterans and could contain 
additional services including a vocational education program for veterans returning from active duty.  This project is still in the pre-development 
stage. 

Discussion 
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SP-40 Institutional Delivery Structure – 91.215(k) 

Explain the institutional structure through which the jurisdiction will carry out its consolidated plan 
including private industry, non-profit organizations, and public institutions. 

Responsible Entity Responsible Entity 
Type 

Role Geographic Area Served 

Town of Colonie Government Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
Ownership 
Planning 
Rental 
neighborhood 
improvements 
public facilities 
public services 

Jurisdiction 

Town of Colonie 
Housing Authority 

PHA Public Housing Jurisdiction 

Albany County Coalition 
on Homelessness 

Continuum of care Homelessness Other 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
PARTNERSHIP 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Ownership 
Rental 

Region 

Albany County Rural 
Housing Alliance 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Ownership 
Rental 

Other 

Albany Community 
Action Partnership 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 

Other 

HATAS Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
Rental 
public services 

Other 

UNITED TENANTS OF 
ALBANY 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Rental 

Other 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
Public Housing 
Rental 

Region 

LEGAL AID SOCIETY Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 
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Responsible Entity Responsible Entity 
Type 

Role Geographic Area Served 

CARES Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY IN THE 
CAPITAL DISTRICT, INC. 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Ownership Other 

Community Loan Fund Non-profit 
organizations 

Economic 
Development 

Region 

EQUINOX, INC. Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
public services 

Region 

HOMELESS ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness Other 

Interfaith Partnership 
for the Homeless 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness Other 

Albany Housing 
Coalition 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness Other 

Capital City Rescue 
Mission 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness Other 

Residential Support 
Services 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

COLONIE SENIOR 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 
Rental 
public services 

Jurisdiction 

COLONIE YOUTH 
CENTER, INC. 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 
public services 

Jurisdiction 

Salvation Army Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

St. Catherine's Center 
for Children 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
public services 

Region 
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Responsible Entity Responsible Entity 
Type 

Role Geographic Area Served 

Support Ministries, Inc. Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 
public services 

Region 

Regional Food Bank of 
Northeastern New York 

Non-profit 
organizations 

public services Region 

United Way of 
Northeastern New York 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 
public services 

Region 

Albany County 
Department of Social 
Services 

Government Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Other 

Addiction Care Center 
of Albany, Inc. 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

ST. PETER'S ADDICTION 
RECOVERY CENTER 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

Capital Area Peer 
Services 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

Empire Justice Center Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

State 

Community Maternity 
Services 

Non-profit 
organizations 

Homelessness 
Non-homeless special 
needs 

Region 

Table 51 - Institutional Delivery Structure 
 

Assess of Strengths and Gaps in the Institutional Delivery System 

Colonie's Town Board has designated the Community Development Department as the agency having 
the primary responsibility for administering HUD-funded projects under the Town's Community 
Development Block Grant, HOME, and Housing Choice Voucher programs.  Community Development 
also maintains ongoing implementation of the housing rehabilitation and first time homebuyer grants.  
The Town's strengths are that it has a history of coordinating with other governments and agencies in 
the implementation of HUD and non-HUD funded programs and services. 

Albany County has a rich array of dedicated organizations through which services are delivered.  The 2-
1-1 system implemented by the United Way of the Greater Capital Region provides one means to link 
those in need with service providers. 
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The Albany County Coalition on Homelessness has been meeting almost 20 years on a monthly basis to 
coordinate services for people who are low income and may also be experiencing homelessness.  It is a 
mature well developed system that works to efficiently provide services and address gaps in the service 
delivery system. These meetings have allowed network members and other community agencies to 
coordinate planning efforts, address problems, cooperate in the delivery of services, collaborate on 
funding opportunities, and develop a service delivery system for the homeless population which 
incorporates the entire continuum of care components in most of the community’s homeless programs. 

The Town of Colonie also coordinates with Albany County Department of Health which provides lead 
based paint testing, education and abatement services for owner-occupied units in Colonie. 

Availability of services targeted to homeless persons and persons with HIV and mainstream 
services 

Homelessness Prevention 
Services 

Available in the 
Community 

Targeted to 
Homeless 

Targeted to People 
with HIV 

Homelessness Prevention Services 
Counseling/Advocacy X X   
Legal Assistance X X X 
Mortgage Assistance X   X 
Rental Assistance X X X 
Utilities Assistance X X   

Street Outreach Services 
Law Enforcement         
Mobile Clinics         
Other Street Outreach Services X X     

Supportive Services 
Alcohol & Drug Abuse X X X 
Child Care X       
Education X       
Employment and Employment 
Training X       
Healthcare X       
HIV/AIDS X    X 
Life Skills X X    
Mental Health Counseling X X X 
Transportation X       

Other 
        

Table 52 - Homeless Prevention Services Summary 
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Describe how the service delivery system including, but not limited to, the services listed 
above meet the needs of homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and 
families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) 

All services in the Albany County Coalition on Homelessness system are available to people who are 
experiencing homelessness. 

Describe the strengths and gaps of the service delivery system for special needs population 
and persons experiencing homelessness, including, but not limited to, the services listed 
above 

The Albany County Coalition on Homelessness, which functions as the local Continuum of Care (CoC) for 
Albany County, not only plans but manages the homeless system’s coordination on an ongoing basis.  
Monthly board and membership meetings, along with committee meetings, deal with issues such as 
best practice service models, legislative issues, policies and practices governing emergency shelters, and 
collaborative applications for funding.  These meetings provide an important venue for consumers, 
providers, and funders to identify system-wide service gaps and community-based solutions. 

According to the Albany County Homeless Coalition, "...homelessness is not limited to just the city of 
Albany, but also occurs in the suburban and rural areas throughout the county."  The Coalition states 
that supportive services and programs for the homeless have become concentrated within the city of 
Albany, and most of those that become homeless will eventually end up in the city.  The Coalition also 
states that since it is not realistic to think that the services provided within the city could be duplicated, 
the focus in the outlying areas may need to be on prevention, providing more outreach and programs 
that focus on learning life skills that will promote self-sufficiency and stability. 

Provide a summary of the strategy for overcoming gaps in the institutional structure and 
service delivery system for carrying out a strategy to address priority needs 

There are no existing facilities and services that assist homeless persons and families with children and 
subpopulations in the Town of Colonie.  However, the Town has continued its focus on prevention, 
providing more outreach and programs that promote self-sufficiency and stability by concentrating on 
its Residential Rehabilitation program, Housing Choice Voucher program, Mainstream program, and 
Family Self-Sufficiency program to help low-income families avoid becoming homeless.  Long-term 
solutions involve collaboration, and the Town of Colonie will continue to collaborate with community 
partners in order to achieve the goals and address the needs prioritized in this plan. 
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SP-45 Goals Summary – 91.215(a)(4) 

Goals Summary Information  

Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

1 Provide safe, 
decent and 
affordable housing 

2015 2019 Affordable 
Housing 

Townwide Housing 
Affordability/Availability 

CDBG: 
$1,206,850 

HOME: 
$415,725 
Section 8: 

$12,751,250 

Homeowner Housing 
Rehabilitated: 
60 Household Housing 
Unit 
  
Direct Financial 
Assistance to 
Homebuyers: 
20 Households Assisted 
  
Tenant-based rental 
assistance / Rapid 
Rehousing: 
1650 Households 
Assisted 

2 Create suitable 
living environment 

2015 2019 Non-Housing 
Community 
Development 

Townwide Community Development - 
Public Services 
Community Development - 
Public Facilities 
Homeless 

CDBG: 
$97,500 

Public service activities 
other than 
Low/Moderate Income 
Housing Benefit: 
150 Persons Assisted 

3 Program Planning 
and Administration 

2015 2019 Planning and 
Program 
Administration 

Townwide Planning and Program 
Administration 

CDBG: 
$326,085 

Other: 
0 Other 

Table 53 – Goals Summary 
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Goal Descriptions 

1 Goal Name Provide safe, decent and affordable housing 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to privde assistance to low/moderate income households with the ability to afford decent housing. 

2 Goal Name Create suitable living environment 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to provide public services for low/moderate income persons 

3 Goal Name Program Planning and Administration 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to provide overall administration of the CDBG and HOME programs, as well as comprehensive 
planning. 

 

Estimate the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families to whom the jurisdiction will provide 
affordable housing as defined by HOME 91.315(b)(2) 

An estimated 16 extremely low-, low-, and moderate- income (LMI) families will be provided affordable housing in 2015 (see Action Plan AP-55) 
through projects including rehab of existing units and direct financial assistance to homebuyers. Based on the number of LMI families provided 
affordable housing in year one of the Consolidated Plan, along with the goals and priority needs of the Town over the next five years, an 
estimated 80 LMI families will be provided affordable housing. 
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SP-50 Public Housing Accessibility and Involvement – 91.215(c) 
Need to Increase the Number of Accessible Units (if Required by a Section 504 Voluntary 
Compliance Agreement)  

The Town of Colonie has no public housing, but does administer a tenant-based housing assistance 
payments program.  Strategies of that program were set forth in the Public Housing Agency Plan for the 
fiscal year starting January 1, 2015. 

Activities to Increase Resident Involvements 

N/A 

Is the public housing agency designated as troubled under 24 CFR part 902? 

N/A 

Plan to remove the ‘troubled’ designation  

N/A 
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SP-55 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.215(h) 
Barriers to Affordable Housing 

No public policies in the Town of Colonie were determined to seriously impact the availability of 
affordable housing for it residents.  However, Colonie's central location, low tax rate, and excellent 
services all contribute to making it a desirable place to live thus creating low vacancy rates and rising 
housing costs.  Also the demand for low-density, single-family housing developments has limited the 
interest in more intensive residential development.  These factors reduce general housing affordability, 
particularly for low- and moderate-income households.  

Other barriers to affordable housing for low- and moderate-income households in the Town have been 
identified as follows:  1) the high cost of vacant land, 2) the high cost to develop vacant land i.e., water, 
sewer, roadways, utilities, 3) the lack of developer contributions or county foreclosed land, 4) the need 
for "upfront" funds (down payment and closing costs).  

Opposition to affordable housing development often comes from concerns about congestion, school 
enrollment and taxes.  There is a need for a study which examines the effects of affordable housing 
development upon local taxes and school enrollment.  Such research is needed in order to engage in 
intelligent conversation about affordable workforce housing development. 

Practices of predatory lending can be considered a violation of a person's fair housing rights and thus be 
a barrier to affordable housing.  Predatory lending is when lenders use abusive and exploitative 
practices to extract equity out of people’s homes.  They prey on homeowners in financial need who may 
need money for bill consolidation or home repairs and improvements.  Instead of offering a fair loan, 
predatory lenders coerce people into taking out loans with high interest rates, outrageous fees, and 
unaffordable terms of payment.  Furthermore, some of these lenders foreclose on properties causing 
homeowners to lose their homes, their financial security, or both.  To address the problem of predatory 
lending, the Town serves on the board of directors of the Affordable Housing Partnership (AHP) and as a 
member of the AHP HomeSave Committee.  HomeSave is a fair lending initiative designed to help 
homeowners prevent and solve problems with delinquent or costly mortgages.  HomeSave offers 
existing homeowners a wide range of resources, including: foreclosure prevention services, affordable 
home repair loans, refinancing of predatory home loans, legal advocacy, fair lending education, and 
budget and financial literacy counseling. 

As required by HUD regulations, the Town completed an update to its Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice (AI).  This document was submitted to HUD on July 17, 2014.  The AI was prepared by 
the staff of the Town’s Community Development Department, which is also the lead agency for 
preparation of the Town’s Consolidated Plan and administration of Federal housing and community 
development grants.  

Strategy to Remove or Ameliorate the Barriers to Affordable Housing 
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The Town will continue to support affordable housing by administering three HUD grants and contracts:  
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program, Community Development Block Grant program, and HOME 
program.  Through its Community Development Department, the Town will more actively advocate for 
affordable housing and will promote greater education and awareness on the need for affordable 
housing. 

To address affordable housing issues and combat the rise in predatory lending practices, the Town will 
continue to serve on the board of directors of the Affordable Housing Partnership (AHP) as a member of 
the Executive Committee and as a member of the Finance Committee, the Personnel Committee, and 
the Strategic Planning Committee. 

As required by HUD regulations, the Town completed an update to its Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice (AI).  This document was submitted to HUD on July 17, 2014.  The AI was prepared by 
the staff of the Community Development Department, which is also the lead agency for preparation of 
the Town’s Consolidated Plan and administration of federal housing and community development 
grants.  

The Town will also continue to monitor relevant public policies to ensure they do not change in such 
manner as to constitute a barrier to affordable housing. 
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SP-60 Homelessness Strategy – 91.215(d) 
Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their 
individual needs 

The Albany County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness was developed by the Albany County Ten Year 
Plan to End Homelessness Executive Committee with staff support from CARES, Inc. in 2005.  Although 
the plan is now almost ten years old, the overarching goals have not changed.  They are as follows: 

Community Involvement:  Increase the investment and involvement of community members in ending 
homelessness in Albany County. 

Prevention:  Increase resources directed to prevention efforts as the first line of defense in combating 
homelessness. 

Permanent Housing:  Expand the availability of affordable permanent housing throughout Albany 
County, both as a means of housing those who are currently homeless and of providing housing stability 
in order to prevent future episodes of homelessness. 

Chronic Homelessness:  Increase the resources available to house and reach out to the chronically 
homeless population. 

Income and Employment Opportunities:  Increase employment opportunities for homeless persons and 
strive to remove existing barriers to maintaining meaningful employment and/or income for homeless 
and formerly homeless persons. 

Supportive and Treatment Services:  Strengthen community supports for homeless individuals and 
families and increase their accessibility. 

At the April 2015 ACCH Board meeting, plans were discussed to reconstitute the ten year plan executive 
committee in order to evaluate the CoC's progress in meeting the goals of the existing plan and to 
update the plan by establishing new goals to guide the CoC for the next five years. 

Addressing the emergency and transitional housing needs of homeless persons 

Emergency housing is defined as short-term housing provided in response to a housing crisis, offered 
either in emergency shelters (congregate facilities used for this purpose) or motel rooms funded as 
emergency housing by a public or not-for-profit agency.  Emergency housing programs in Albany County 
include:  Catholic Charities Mercy House, Catholic Charities St. Charles Lwanga Center, Capital Area 
Council of Churches Seasonal Overflow Shelter, Capital City Rescue Mission, Equinox, Inc. Domestic 
Violence Shelter, Equinox, Inc. House for Youth, Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless, St. Peter’s 
Addiction Recovery Center Morton Avenue Shelter, and the Department of Social Services motel 
vouchers. 
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Transitional housing is defined as housing coupled with supportive and treatment services that is 
provided on a limited-time basis (in most cases, not exceeding 24 months).  Transitional housing 
programs in Albany County include:  Addiction Care Center of Albany Vista House, Albany Housing 
Coalition (various locations and programs), Capital City Rescue Mission, Catholic Charities Mercy House 
Transitional, Catholic Charities The Joyce Center, Equinox, Inc. 59 Dongan Avenue, Equinox, Inc. Project 
Strive, Equinox, Inc. Project Break Free, Equinox, Inc. Project Independence, Support Ministries Jim Perry 
Residence, and Veterans Administration Transitional Residence. 

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families 
with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to 
permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that 
individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals 
and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families who were 
recently homeless from becoming homeless again. 

Through the use of a variety of publicly and privately funded programs in Albany County, homelessness 
for many households has been prevented.  A number of Albany County Coalition on Homelessness 
agencies provide support services and financial assistance in the form of back rent and short-term rent 
subsidies for prevention activities.  United Tenants of Albany provides counseling, mediation between 
landlords and tenants, and court advocacy for people who are at risk of eviction or foreclosure or who 
have already been displaced and Legal Aid Society provides free legal services to low income residents. 

Help low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely 
low-income individuals and families who are likely to become homeless after being 
discharged from a publicly funded institution or system of care, or who are receiving 
assistance from public and private agencies that address housing, health, social services, 
employment, education or youth needs 

The Town of Colonie, along with other suburban areas as well as rural areas in Albany County, will 
continue to address homelessness as a regional issue.  The Town actively participates in the Continuum 
of Care system through its membership in the Albany County Coalition on Homelessness.  The purpose 
of a Continuum is to:  promote community-wide commitment to the goal of ending homelessness; 
provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, States, and local governments to quickly rehouse 
homeless individuals (including unaccompanied youth) and families while minimizing the trauma and 
dislocation caused to homeless individuals, families, and communities by homelessness; promote access 
to and effective utilization of mainstream programs for homeless individuals and families; and optimize 
self-sufficiency among individuals and families experiencing homelessness. 

Members of the Albany CoC consist of both funded and unfunded organizations and include Catholic 
Charities, Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless, Homeless Action Committee, Equinox, Inc., Legal Aid 
Society of NENY, Albany Housing Coalition, Homeless and Travelers Aid Society, United Tenants, St. 
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Catherine’s Center for Children, Residential Support Services, Support Ministries, St. Anne’s Institute, 
Capital Area Peer Services, Corporation for AIDS Research, Education and Services (CARES) as well as 
federal, state, and local agencies.  For program year 2014, the Albany CoC received more than $4.5 
million and funded over 30 projects. 

As directed by HUD, the Albany CoC established a 15-member board of directors.  This board of 
directors is primarily responsible for developing a plan for the coordinated implementation of a housing 
and service system that meets the needs of homeless individuals and families including an annual point-
in-time count, needs and gaps analysis and targeted goals for system improvement.  The Town currently 
serves on the board of directors as well as the CoC Operations Committee.  The Operatons Committee 
prepares plans for review and approval by the Board, and carries out action plans approved by the 
Board with respect to: developing and establishing performance targets and outcomes, conducting 
evaluation and monitoring of program performance (including review of HMIS) and taking action, as 
warranted, in a constructive and positive manner, establishing written standards, and ensuring 
compliance with HUD requirements concerning the designation and operation of HMIS.  

The Town will concentrate its resources on activities that will prevent and reduce homelessness.  
Specifically, the Town will continue its focus on prevention, providing more outreach and programs that 
promote self-sufficiency and stability by concentrating on its Residential Rehabilitation program, Section 
8 Housing Choice Voucher program, Mainstream program, and Family Self-Sufficiency program to help 
low-income families avoid becoming homeless.  
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SP-65 Lead based paint Hazards – 91.215(i) 
Actions to address LBP hazards and increase access to housing without LBP hazards 

The Town distributes lead-based paint literature to all Section 8 participants, all persons participating in 
the Town's homebuyer program, and all homeowners participating in the Town's rehabilitation program 
warning of the dangers of lead-based paint.  The Town periodically consults with the Albany County 
Department of Health to increase awareness of lead-based paint hazards.  To date, no children residing 
in assisted housing in the Town of Colonie have been identified as having an elevated blood level of lead 
poisoning. 

The Town implemented changes to its housing rehabilitation, tenant-based rental assistance, and 
homeownership assistance programs in order to comply with the lead-based paint hazard regulations.  
Community Development staff has attended numerous informational sessions, seminars, and lead safe 
work practices trainings in an effort to continually control lead hazards in the Town's housing stock. 

How are the actions listed above related to the extent of lead poisoning and hazards? 

All participants in the Town of Colonie Residential Rehabilitation, Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher, and 
HOME programs are given information concerning lead-based paint hazards and told where to obtain 
blood screening programs to test their children.  Community Development periodically consults with the 
Albany County Department of Health to increase awareness of lead-based paint hazards and to see if 
they have identified any of the properties requesting residential rehabilitation as housing children with 
elevated blood levels.  The Albany County Department of Health’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Services 
provides the following services:  testing for lead poisoning for uninsured children in Albany County, ages 
6 months through 5 years; nursing visits to assist with education and treatment; and home inspections 
to find and correct lead problems.  

How are the actions listed above integrated into housing policies and procedures? 

The Town of Colonie CDBG, HOME and Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments program policies include 
provisions for compliance with applicable lead-based paint hazard regulations. 

The Town of Colonie will continue to follow the lead-based paint policies it implemented in 2003 in all 
program areas.  For the residential rehabilitation program the following procedures are being followed 
for all households receiving assistance that were built prior to 1978.  After a federal housing quality 
standards inspection has been completed by a Community Development residential rehabilitation 
inspector, a risk assessment is performed by a certified risk assessor (lead service provider).  Since, the 
Town has no certified inspectors to provide lead services for its residential rehabilitation program, the 
Community Development Department has had to look to outside lead service providers to perform risk 
assessments and clearance examinations with the lead service provider supplying lead consulting 
services directly to homeowners participating in the Town's program.  The Town reimburses the 
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homeowner up to $575 toward the cost of the risk assessment and up to $250 toward the cost of the 
post-renovation clearance examination.  The total grant amount participants receive from the program 
is not affected by the lead-based paint inspection costs.  

The risk assessment includes a paint inspection of all deteriorated painted surfaces plus all painted 
surfaces to be disturbed or replaced during rehabilitation and an on-site investigation to determine the 
existence, nature, severity, and location of lead-based paint hazards.  If the paint testing indicates the 
absence of lead-based paint, paint stabilization and interim controls are not required.  If the paint 
testing indicates the presence of lead-based paint, a general contractor trained in safe-work practices 
will perform interim controls of all lead-based paint hazards identified in the risk assessment.  Following 
interim controls, either the risk assessor or paint inspector performs a clearance examination.  In certain 
situations, temporary relocation of occupants will be required during hazard reduction activities.  This is 
a voluntary relocation in that it is a condition of participation in the program and homeowner applicants 
must relocate at their own expense.  Additionally, the Town is now forced to limit its rehabilitation 
program to single family residences, since the cost of relocating tenants in multi-unit residences is 
beyond the scope of the program. 

For properties purchased under the First Time Homebuyer program, the statute requires that a visual 
assessment for deteriorated paint be performed.  If the visual assessment finds deteriorated paint 
above de minimus levels than an inspection of that area only has to be done by a risk assessor prior to 
closing.  Since there is no funding available for risk assessments and interim control measures, the Town 
will have to disqualify any homes that do not pass the visual assessment on the first try. 

For units occupied by persons receiving tenant-based rental assistance, the statute requires that a visual 
assessment for deteriorated paint be performed.  If the visual assessment identifies deteriorated paint, 
a certified contractor must perform paint stabilization (repair the substrate, prepare the surface, apply 
new paint) using safe work practices.  Following LBP hazard reduction, a clearance examination is 
required. 
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SP-70 Anti-Poverty Strategy – 91.215(j) 
Jurisdiction Goals, Programs and Policies for reducing the number of Poverty-Level Families 

In an effort to reduce poverty, the Town actively participated as a member of the board of directors of 
the Albany Community Action Partnership (ACAP) for over nine years.  ACAP is the federally-designated 
community action agency for Albany County.  Community action agencies are private non-profit or 
public organizations created by the federal government in 1964 to reduce or eliminate poverty.  ACAP's 
many family and community programs for Albany County include:  Head Start, Universal Pre-K, Early 
Learning Center, Family Court Children’s Center, Home Energy Assistance program, weatherization 
assistance, Access for Homes, tax assistance, food pantry, family and community development 
programs, GED program, Dress for Success, Career Pathways, and several other programs, as well as 
networking, information and referrals to other agencies and organizations.  The Town-appointed 
designee served as vice president of the board of directors, chair of the personnel committee, chair of 
the strategic planning committee, member of the audit committee, executive committee, finance 
committee, and as president of the board of directors of ACAP’s subsidiary, CareerLinks.  The Town 
continues to work closing with ACAP so that staff can effectively address the problems of individuals and 
families living in poverty. 

Through its Community Development Department, the Town has had a seat on the Local Board of the 
Emergency Food and Shelter Program for nearly 20 years.  The Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
began in 1983 with a $50 million federal appropriation. The program was created by Congress to help 
meet the needs of hungry and homeless people throughout the United States and its territories by 
allocating federal funds for the provision of food and shelter.  The program is governed by a National 
Board composed of representatives of the American Red Cross; Catholic Charities, USA; the Jewish 
Federations of North America; National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA; the Salvation Army; 
and United Way Worldwide.  The Board is chaired by a representative of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  During its 30 years of operation, the program has disbursed over $3.8 
billion to over 14,000 local providers in more than 2,500 counties and cities across the country through 
this collaborative effort between the private and public sectors. 

How are the Jurisdiction poverty reducing goals, programs, and policies coordinated with this 
affordable housing plan 

The Town of Colonie, in concert with several adjacent communities, has recognized the need to provide 
opportunities for very low-income families to become self-sufficient through the combined efforts of a 
number of social and housing agencies.  Together, these communities have formed the Suburban Albany 
County Self-Sufficiency program and structured its activities to provide programs aimed at assisting 
single parents with children in becoming self sufficient.  Available services have been well received by 
participants.  Currently, 60 families participate in the program and better than one-half of the 
participants are employed or employed at better jobs. 
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Additionally, the Town of Colonie provides public assistance funding to non-profit organizations that 
offer critical services to poverty-level families (i.e. child care and adult day care). 
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SP-80 Monitoring – 91.230 
Describe the standards and procedures that the jurisdiction will use to monitor activities 
carried out in furtherance of the plan and will use to ensure long-term compliance with 
requirements of the programs involved, including minority business outreach and the 
comprehensive planning requirements 

The Town of Colonie works extensively with the two incorporated villages (Colonie and Menands), and 
the Town has entered into cooperation agreements with these villages for the purpose of qualifying as 
an entitlement community under the Community Development Block Grant program. 

The Community Development Department is the lead agency for the Town of Colonie portion of the 
Colonie Schenectady Troy Consortium. 

The Consolidated Plan and Entitlement Action Plan will be carried out by the Community Development 
Department working with outside agencies, consultants, and other Town departments.  The bringing 
together of these groups to help deliver comprehensive and efficient services to the residents is an 
ongoing process and may be considered the department’s greatest strength.  Contracts have been 
established between several departments and agencies to provide space and services.  Because the 
Community Development Department is a small agency, direct contact with both those providing and 
receiving services is possible.  This direct communication allows this office to carefully monitor all 
projects. 

The Community Development Department maintains close working relationships with each of the 
organizations undertaking activities with Entitlement Action Plan funding.  Depending on the activity 
undertaken, financial reporting and activity accomplishments are submitted to the Community 
Development Department monthly, quarterly, or annually.  When an agency undertakes an activity 
benefiting low-and moderate-income persons, Community Development requires the agency to obtain 
information on family size and income so that the activity is limited to only those persons.  Community 
Development staff reviews each eligible participant's file to insure that proper certification procedures 
have been followed.  Additionally, the Town submits an assessment of program performance and 
accomplishments (the CAPER) to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development on an annual 
basis.  Details on publication and public comment for the annual CAPER may be found in the Citizen 
Participation Plan portion of the Consolidated Plan. 

According to HUD’s Annual Community Assessment Report for the 2013 program year which included 
reviews of the Town’s consolidated planning process, management of grant funds, progress in carrying 
out local policies and program activities, compliance with program requirements, the accuracy of 
performance reports, and accomplishments in meeting established objectives, the Town’s overall 
progress is satisfactory and the Town of Colonie has the capacity to continue implementing and 
administering the Town’s HUD-funded programs.  The Town was monitored in 2014 with no findings or 
concerns being identified during the monitoring visit. 
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Expected Resources  

AP-15 Expected Resources – 91.220(c)(1,2) 
Introduction 

The Town of Colonie expects to receive Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership funds (Colonie Schenectady Troy 
HOME Consortium), and Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments available from HUD, during the five year period of this Consolidated Plan.  

When determining resources, HUD instructed grantees to included in this section all resources within the Town’s control that can be reasonably 
expected to be available.  Therefore, the Town included both HOME and Section 8 funds in Anticipated Resources.  However, since the outcomes 
for Town's HOME and Section 8 programs are not reported in IDIS, they have not been included in AP-35 Projects. 

Anticipated Resources 

Program Source of 
Funds 

Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected 
Amount 

Available 
Reminder 

of ConPlan  
$ 

Narrative 
Description Annual 

Allocation: 
$ 

Program 
Income: $ 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

$ 

Total: 
$ 

CDBG public - 
federal 

Acquisition 
Admin and Planning 
Economic Development 
Housing 
Public Improvements 
Public Services 326,087 0 0 326,087 1,304,348 
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Program Source of 
Funds 

Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected 
Amount 

Available 
Reminder 

of ConPlan  
$ 

Narrative 
Description Annual 

Allocation: 
$ 

Program 
Income: $ 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

$ 

Total: 
$ 

HOME public - 
federal 

Acquisition 
Homebuyer assistance 
Homeowner rehab 
Multifamily rental new 
construction 
Multifamily rental rehab 
New construction for 
ownership 
TBRA 83,145 0 0 83,145 332,580 

   

Table 54 - Expected Resources – Priority Table 
 
Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of how 
matching requirements will be satisfied 

While the CDBG Program does not require leveraging, the CDBG program does leverage other resources with its CDBG funds.  For example, the 
rehabilitation grants range from 40 to 100 percent.  Therefore, many participants are required to pay a portion of the total project cost.  In 
addition, the Town now contributes over $100,000 annually to help defray the administrative costs associated with community development 
activities. 
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If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that 
may be used to address the needs identified in the plan 

In November 2012, Albany County Executive Dan McCoy announced the creation of an Albany County 
Veterans Resource Center at 55 Heritage Lane in Colonie.  The Center is the result of the county's 
partnership with Soldier On, an organization that provides transitional housing and support services to 
veterans.  Soldier On has been working together with the county on transforming a former county 
nursing home located near Albany International Airport.  This property will be redeveloped into limited-
equity housing for formerly homeless veterans and could contain additional services including a 
vocational education program for veterans returning from active duty.  This project is still in the pre-
development stage. 

Discussion 
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Annual Goals and Objectives 
 

AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives 

Goals Summary Information  

Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs Addressed Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

1 Provide safe, 
decent and 
affordable housing 

2015 2019 Affordable 
Housing 

Townwide Housing 
Affordability/Availability 

CDBG: 
$241,370 

HOME: 
$84,000 

Homeowner Housing 
Rehabilitated: 12 Household 
Housing Unit 
Direct Financial Assistance 
to Homebuyers: 4 
Households Assisted 
Tenant-based rental 
assistance / Rapid 
Rehousing: 375 Households 
Assisted 

2 Create suitable 
living environment 

2015 2019 Non-Housing 
Community 
Development 

Townwide Community Development - 
Public Services 

CDBG: 
$19,500 

Public service activities 
other than Low/Moderate 
Income Housing Benefit: 30 
Persons Assisted 

3 Program Planning 
and Administration 

2015 2019 Planning and 
Program 
Administration 

Townwide Planning and Program 
Administration 

CDBG: 
$65,217 

Other: 0 Other 

Table 55 – Goals Summary 
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Goal Descriptions 

1 Goal Name Provide safe, decent and affordable housing 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to provide assistance to low/moderate income households with the ability to afford decent housing. 

2 Goal Name Create suitable living environment 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to provide public services for low/moderate income persons. 

3 Goal Name Program Planning and Administration 

Goal 
Description 

This goal is designed to provide the overall administration of the CDBG and HOME programs, as well as comprehensive 
planning. 
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Projects  

AP-35 Projects – 91.220(d) 
Introduction  

The Town of Colonie Annual Entitlement Action Plan outlines proposed strategies for the expenditures 
of the Town's CDBG Program funds. 

Projects 

# Project Name 
1 Town of Colonie Residential Rehabilitation Program 
2 Colonie Youth Center, Inc. School-Age Childcare Scholarship Program 
3 Colonie Senior Service Centers, Inc. Bright Horizons Adult Day Services Scholarship Program 
4 Town of Colonie Community Development Block Grant Program - Administration 

Table 56 – Project Information 
 
Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved 
needs 

Program activities will be carried out throughout the Town of Colonie, Village of Colonie, and Village of 
Menands.  Typically the geographic areas in the Town and villages selected for CDBG program funds are 
similar in that they are older neighborhoods that exhibit signs of aging infrastructure, streets, housing, 
and park facilities.  These neighborhoods suffer from problems that can be improved when funds are 
strategically applied. The Town's intent throughout this process is to identify relative priorities and, in 
turn, select activities for funding that assist the greatest number of persons while keeping in mind the 
limited resources with which the Town has to devote.  In general, needs of low-income households are 
higher than those of moderate-income households.  In addition, those needs that are best addressed by 
Federal programs because of a lack of local available resources are rated higher than needs that can be 
met with local, state, or other resources. 

As is the case in all communities, local needs are much greater than available resources.  Therefore, the 
greatest obstacle to meeting unmet needs and unserved populations is fiscal.  While there are unmet 
needs within the Town of Colonie, it has not identified any significant gaps in the service delivery system 
provided by the institutions within Colonie.  Given the budget constraints, the Town feels that it is 
meeting the identified high priority needs for the Town. 

In developing project activities, the primary obstacle in meeting underserved needs is the decreasing 
availability of resources and changing policy directives from funding sources.  CDBG funding for all 
entitlements including the Town of Colonie has been cut nearly 30 percent in the last few years and 
HOME funding has been cut more than 50 percent in the same time period.  The Town first qualified as 
an entitlement community in 1978.  That year Colonie received $628,000.  Conversely, the Town will 
receive $326,000 in 2015.  Colonie has always dedicated the majority of its CDBG funding exclusively to 
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meeting the housing needs of low- and moderate-income residents of the community, specifically 
through rehabilitation activities.  Increasingly the Town is encountering properties where the cost to 
complete the project and perform the repairs necessary to bring the housing unit to a basic acceptable 
living condition and to comply with HUD’s housing quality standards far exceeds the established project 
limit of $14,000.  This can be attributed to the age and modest value of some of Colonie’s housing stock 
and the rise in construction costs.  Program procedures dictate that participants are responsible for all 
costs above the established limit.  More often than not, the costs are so great that homeowners do not 
have the funds to pay their portion of the project.  Therefore, the Town is forced to declare that the 
project is not economically feasible and that the property is not eligible for residential rehabilitation 
under the program.  In the past, the Town has modified its project limit to address these changes in 
housing and market conditions.  However, due to the CDBG funding cuts, such an increase in the project 
limit does not seem appropriate.  Consequently, further decline in federal resources will result in serious 
quality issue for a significant segment of Colonie’s housing stock.  Despite these cuts in funding, it is the 
Town's intent to maximize these resources and encourage collaboration among the non-profit 
community, the private sector, and local government to promote and fund activities that address the 
needs identified in this plan.  
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AP-38 Project Summary 
Project Summary Information 

1 Project Name Town of Colonie Residential Rehabilitation Program 

Target Area Townwide 

Goals Supported Provide safe, decent and affordable housing 

Needs Addressed Housing Affordability/Availability 

Funding CDBG: $241,370 

Description This project is a continuation of the town-wide residential rehabilitation 
program initiated in the Town's 1978 Community Development Block 
Grant.  The program assists qualified low- and moderate-income 
households in the Town to rehabilitate their owner-occupied single-family 
dwelling units by giving them grants ranging from 40 percent to 100 
percent of the cost of bringing their house up to the Federal Housing 
Quality Standards. 

Target Date 6/30/2017 

Estimate the number 
and type of families 
that will benefit from 
the proposed activities 

12 low- and moderate-income households 

Location Description Townwide 

Planned Activities Rehabilitation of owner-occupied, single family homes 
2 Project Name Colonie Youth Center, Inc. School-Age Childcare Scholarship Program 

Target Area Townwide 

Goals Supported Create suitable living environment 

Needs Addressed Community Development - Public Services 

Funding CDBG: $15,000 

Description Provision of scholarships for child care programs for low- and moderate-
income residents of the Town of Colonie.  The before school program 
operates at the child's school from 7:00 a.m. until school starts.  The after 
school program runs from school dismissal until 6:00 p.m.  The summer 
day camp program runs for eight weeks during the summer recess.  These 
programs provide the children with a structured program in which they 
can participate and learn sports, games, arts and crafts, story time, 
homework assistance, and other activities during the program year. 
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Target Date 6/30/2016 

Estimate the number 
and type of families 
that will benefit from 
the proposed activities 

25 low- and-moderate income children 

Location Description Townwide 

Planned Activities Provide scholarships to families allowing their children to attend the 
school age child care program 

3 Project Name Colonie Senior Service Centers, Inc. Bright Horizons Adult Day Services 
Scholarship Program 

Target Area Townwide 

Goals Supported Create suitable living environment 

Needs Addressed Community Development - Public Services 

Funding CDBG: $4,500 

Description Provision of scholarships for adult day care programs for low- and 
moderate-income residents of the Town of Colonie.  The adult day care 
program provides functionally impaired individuals over the age of 60 with 
socialization, supervision, and monitoring; personal care; and nutrition in a 
protective setting between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday at three locations in Colonie.  This program allows physically and 
mentally frail older persons to remain with their family and in the 
community, providing social and emotional support in a secure and 
supervised day program. 

Target Date 6/30/2016 

Estimate the number 
and type of families 
that will benefit from 
the proposed activities 

5 low- and-moderate income seniors 

Location Description Townwide 

Planned Activities Provide scholarships to senior citizens to attend an adult day care program 
4 Project Name Town of Colonie Community Development Block Grant Program - 

Administration 

Target Area Townwide 

Goals Supported Program Planning and Administration 

Needs Addressed Planning and Program Administration 
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Funding CDBG: $65,217 

Description Oversee, manage, and monitor Community Development projects to 
ensure their compliance with program regulations and to see that services 
are delivered in a comprehensive and efficient manner.  Promote fair 
housing in the Town of Colonie by providing fair housing assistance to all 
income and population groups.  Provide citizens with the necessary 
information so that they can participate in the community development 
process.  These objectives will be carried out within the limits of available 
staff and resources. 

Target Date 6/30/2016 

Estimate the number 
and type of families 
that will benefit from 
the proposed activities 

Admininstration only 

Location Description Townwide 

Planned Activities Administration of the CDBG Program 
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution – 91.220(f) 
Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income and 
minority concentration) where assistance will be directed  

All of the projects/programs are operated on a town-wide basis. 

Geographic Distribution 

Target Area Percentage of Funds 
  

Table 57 - Geographic Distribution  
 
Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically  

All of the projects/programs are operated on a town-wide basis.  These programs include client-based 
residential rehabilitation and client-based public services activities. 

Discussion 
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Affordable Housing  

AP-55 Affordable Housing – 91.220(g) 
Introduction 

 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be Supported 
Homeless 0 
Non-Homeless 0 
Special-Needs 0 
Total 0 

Table 58 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement 
 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported Through 
Rental Assistance 375 
The Production of New Units 0 
Rehab of Existing Units 12 
Acquisition of Existing Units 4 
Total 391 

Table 59 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type 
Discussion 
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AP-60 Public Housing – 91.220(h) 
Introduction 

Not applicable 

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing 

Not applicable 

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management and 
participate in homeownership 

Not applicable 

If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the manner in which financial assistance will be 
provided or other assistance  

Not applicable 

Discussion 
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AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities – 91.220(i) 
Introduction 

The Town of Colonie does not directly receive any private or public resources to address homeless needs 
or to prevent homelessness.  However, by actively participating in the Albany County Continuum of Care 
process, Albany County receives Colonie's pro rata share of McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
funding. 

Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending homelessness 
including: 

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their 
individual needs 

The Town will concentrate its resources on activities that will prevent and reduce homelessness.  
Specifically, the Town will continue its focus on prevention, providing more outreach and programs that 
promote self-sufficiency and stability by concentrating on its Residential Rehabilitation program, Section 
8 Housing Choice Voucher program, Mainstream program, and Family Self-Sufficiency program to help 
low-income families avoid becoming homeless.  

The Town of Colonie, along with other suburban areas as well as rural areas in Albany County, will 
continue to address homelessness as a regional issue.  The Town will continue to actively participate in 
the Continuum of Care system through its membership in the Albany County Coalition on Homelessness, 
service on the CoC Board of Directors, and membership on the CoC Operations Committee.  The purpose 
of a Continuum is to:  promote community-wide commitment to the goal of ending homelessness; 
provide funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, States, and local governments to quickly rehouse 
homeless individuals (including unaccompanied youth) and families while minimizing the trauma and 
dislocation caused to homeless individuals, families, and communities by homelessness; promote access 
to and effective utilization of mainstream programs for homeless individuals and families; and optimize 
self-sufficiency among individuals and families experiencing homelessness. 

Members of the Albany CoC consist of both funded and unfunded organizations and include Catholic 
Charities, Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless, Homeless Action Committee, Equinox, Inc., Legal Aid 
Society of NENY, Albany Housing Coalition, Homeless and Travelers Aid Society, United Tenants, St. 
Catherine’s Center for Children, Residential Support Services, Support Ministries, St. Anne’s Institute, 
Capital Area Peer Services, Corporation for AIDS Research, Education and Services (CARES) as well as 
federal, state, and local agencies. For program year 2014, the Albany CoC received more than $4.5 
million and funded over 30 projects. 

As the Code Blue Coordinator, the Homeless and Travelers Aid Society will continue to operate Code 
Blue Albany (CBA).  CBA is an outreach, transportation, and shelter protocol to transport and shelter 
homeless people in the City of Albany who might otherwise remain unsheltered during periods of 
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extreme winter weather.  From November 15 to March 15, Code Blue is called when the temperature is 
expected to be 10 degrees or less and/or 12 inches of snow is expected.  Routine agency eligibility 
determination, screening, program participation expectations, and service requirements are suspended 
and/or amended in the interest of removing any perceived barriers to accepting emergency shelter.  
Code Blue just completed its fifth season and from November 15 to March 15, the CBA program 
provided 5,136 beds (duplicated number) for 84 Code Blue nights.  In its role as Code Blue Coordinator, 
HATAS issues Code Blue alerts, interacts with the media, tracks data and produces reports.    

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless persons 

See narrative above. 

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families 
with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to 
permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that 
individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals 
and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families who were 
recently homeless from becoming homeless again 

See narrative above. 

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely 
low-income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged from publicly 
funded institutions and systems of care (such as health care facilities, mental health facilities, 
foster care and other youth facilities, and corrections programs and institutions); or, receiving 
assistance from public or private agencies that address housing, health, social services, 
employment, education, or youth needs 

See narrative above. 

Discussion 
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.220(j) 
Introduction:  

Colonie does not have public policies, rules, or regulations that might constitute barriers to affordable 
housing.  However, the Town's central location, low tax rate, and excellent schools and services all 
contribute to making it a desirable place to live thus creating low vacancy rates and rising housing costs. 

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve 
as barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land, zoning 
ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies affecting the 
return on residential investment 

In 2015, the Town will continue to support affordable housing by administering three HUD grants and 
contracts:  Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program (tenant-based rental assistance), Community 
Development Block Grant program (residential rehabilitation grants), and HOME program (down 
payment and closing cost assistance).  Through its Community Development Department, the Town will 
more actively advocate for affordable housing and will promote greater education and awareness on 
the need for affordable housing. 

To address affordable housing issues and combat the rise in predatory lending practices, the Town will 
continue to serve on the board of directors of the Affordable Housing Partnership (AHP) as a member of 
the Executive Committee and as a member of the Finance Committee, the Personnel Committee, and 
the Strategic Planning Committee. 

As required by HUD regulations, the Town completed an update to its Analysis of Impediments to Fair 
Housing Choice (AI).  This document was submitted to HUD on July 17, 2014.  The AI was prepared by 
the staff of the Community Development Department, which is also the lead agency for preparation of 
the Town’s 

Discussion:  
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AP-85 Other Actions – 91.220(k) 
Introduction:  

The Town of Colonie will engage in a variety of activities during the 2015 program year, which are 
intended to further local housing and community development goals. 

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs 

The primary obstacle in meeting underserved needs is the lack of sufficient private and public funding. 
Other obstacles include the cost of rehabilitation of some units which make the project infeasible, the 
inability of home buyers to obtain first mortgage assistance and the cost burden of many households. 

Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing 

The Town of Colonie will continue to support affordable housing by administering three HUD grants and 
contracts:  Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program (tenant-based rental assistance), Community 
Development Block Grant program (housing rehabilitation grants), and HOME program (down payment 
and closing cost assistance).  Through its Community Development Department, the Town will more 
actively advocate for affordable housing and will promote greater education and awareness on the need 
for affordable housing. 

In an attempt to promote successful, sustainable homeownership and affordable rental housing, the 
Town through its Community Development Department has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Affordable Housing Partnership (AHP) for over 15 years and for the past 5 years has served as president 
of that board.  The Affordable Housing Partnership, a 501(c)(3) organization, is comprised of non-profit 
housing organizations, public agencies, and area financial institutions.  AHP and Capital Affordable 
Housing Funding Corporation (CAHFC) (a 501(c)(4) comprised of financial institutions) organized in the 
late 1980s with the purpose of making mortgage loans more accessible to low income families.  Sixteen 
financial institutions agreed to create a lending consortium to provide 30-year, fixed rate permanent 
loans at below-market interest rates.  Each lender participated in every loan made by CAHFC and every 
loan had to be recommended by the community controlled Affordable Housing Partnership.  Capital 
Affordable made its last loan in 2000 when the conventional lending market began providing loans with 
more favorable terms. During the 11 year period, the program closed $21.2 million in mortgage loans for 
425 mortgages to first time homebuyers throughout the Capital Region.  Currently, AHP offers pre 
purchase and post purchase housing counseling and workshops, foreclosure prevention counseling, 
energy services including the Green Jobs/Green New York program (as regional outreach partner with 
NYSERDA).  New initiatives AHP is undertaking include the Take Stock in Your Block pilot program and 
the Sheridan Brownfield Opportunity Area project.  The Town currently serves on the following AHP 
committees: the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee, the Personnel Committee, and the 
Strategic Planning Committee. 
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Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards 

During the 2015 program year, the Town of Colonie will continue to follow the lead-based paint policies 
it implemented in 2003 in all program areas.  For the residential rehabilitation program, the following 
procedures are being followed for all households receiving assistance that were built prior to 1978.  
After a federal housing quality standards inspection has been completed by a Community Development 
residential rehabilitation inspector, a risk assessment is performed by a certified risk assessor (lead 
service provider).  Since, the Town has no certified inspectors to provide lead services for its residential 
rehabilitation program, the Community Development Department has had to look to outside lead 
service providers to perform risk assessments and clearance examinations with the lead service provider 
supplying lead consulting services directly to homeowners participating in the Town's program.  The 
Town reimburses the homeowner up to $575 toward the cost of the risk assessment and up to $250 
toward the cost of the post-renovation clearance examination.  The total grant amount participants 
receive from the program is not affected by the lead-based paint inspection costs.  

The risk assessment includes a paint inspection of all deteriorated painted surfaces plus all painted 
surfaces to be disturbed or replaced during rehabilitation and an on-site investigation to determine the 
existence, nature, severity, and location of lead-based paint hazards.  If the paint testing indicates the 
absence of lead-based paint, paint stabilization and interim controls are not required.  If the paint 
testing indicates the presence of lead-based paint, a general contractor trained in safe-work practices 
will perform interim controls of all lead-based paint hazards identified in the risk assessment.  Following 
interim controls, either the risk assessor or paint inspector performs a clearance examination.  

For properties purchased under the First Time Homebuyer program, the statute requires that a visual 
assessment for deteriorated paint be performed.  If the visual assessment finds deteriorated paint 
above de minimus levels than an inspection of that area only has to be done by a risk assessor prior to 
closing.  Since there is no funding available for risk assessments and interim control measures, the Town 
will have to disqualify any homes that do not pass the visual assessment on the first try. 

For units occupied by persons receiving tenant-based rental assistance, the statute requires that a visual 
assessment for deteriorated paint be performed.  If the visual assessment identifies deteriorated paint, 
a certified contractor must perform paint stabilization (repair the substrate, prepare the surface, apply 
new paint) using safe work practices.  Following LBP hazard reduction, a clearance examination is 
required. 

In addition, all participants in the Town of Colonie Residential Rehabilitation, Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher, and HOME programs are given information concerning lead-based paint hazards and told 
where to obtain blood screening programs to test their children.  Community Development periodically 
consults with the Albany County Department of Health to increase awareness of lead-based paint 
hazards and to see if they have identified any of the properties requesting residential rehabilitation as 
housing children with elevated blood levels.  The Community Development Department will continue 
these practices. 
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Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families 

The number of residents living at or below the poverty level increased by nearly 96 percent between 
1990 and 2010, according to Census data.  The Town’s current poverty rate is 7.2 percent, and the 
Town's child poverty rate stands at 9.7 percent.  The goals, programs, and policies for reducing the 
number of households with incomes below the poverty level in the Town of Colonie is centered in the 
Family Self-Sufficiency program which is operated as part of the Town’s rental assistance program.  
Currently 60 families participate in the Family Self-Sufficiency program and better than one-half of the 
participants are now employed or employed at better jobs.  This program, as well as other rental 
assistance programs, is coordinated by the Town's Community Development Department and in this 
respect has increased cooperation in achieving the Town's anti-poverty strategy. 

Actions planned to develop institutional structure  

Colonie's Town Board has designated the Community Development Department as the agency having 
the primary responsibility for administering funded projects under the Town's Community Development 
Block Grant, HOME, and Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher programs.  Community Development also 
maintains ongoing implementation of the housing rehabilitation and first time homebuyer grants.  

To strengthen its institutional structure, the Town will continue to work with the Upstate Community 
Development Consortium and to take advantage of the ongoing training and technical assistance 
opportunities offered through the HUD Buffalo field office. 

Furthermore, in order to better coordinate and enhance the delivery of housing and nonhousing 
services, the Community Development Department will collaborate with the Albany County Coalition on 
Homelessness (continuum of care delivery), Albany Community Action Partnership (Head Start, 
weatherization, senior transportation, HEAP, furniture assistance, food pantry, GED program, Dress for 
Success, CapitalWorks, CareerLinks), CARES, Inc. (HIV/AIDS), Affordable Housing Partnership (affordable 
housing advocate, predatory lending), Colonie Senior Service Centers, Inc. (senior housing providers, 
transportation, congregate meals), and a wide range of other housing and support service providers. 

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and social 
service agencies 

See narrative above. 

Discussion:  

 



 

  Consolidated Plan COLONIE     144 
OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015) 

Program Specific Requirements 
AP-90 Program Specific Requirements – 91.220(l)(1,2,4) 

Introduction:  

Although the nature of some of the Town's block grant activities (i.e. housing rehabilitation) indicate 
that receipt of program income is very possible, the Town does not anticipate receiving program income 
during the program year. 

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG)  
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(1)  

Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the 
Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included in 
projects to be carried out.  
 

 
1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the next 
program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed 0 
2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year to 
address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic plan. 0 
3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements 0 
4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has not 
been included in a prior statement or plan 0 
5. The amount of income from float-funded activities 0 
Total Program Income: 0 

 
Other CDBG Requirements  

 
1. The amount of urgent need activities 0 
  
2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit 
persons of low and moderate income.Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one, 
two or three years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70% 
of CDBG funds is used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specify the 
years covered that include this Annual Action Plan. 100.00% 
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HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME)  
Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(2)  

1. A description of other forms of investment being used beyond those identified in Section 92.205 is 
as follows:  

The Town of Colonie will only be using the forms of investment described under 24 CFR Part 
92.205(b). 

 
2. A description of the guidelines that will be used for resale or recapture of HOME funds when used 

for homebuyer activities as required in 92.254, is as follows:  

Since 1991, the Town has received HOME funds through Colonie Schenectady Troy consortium with 
Schenectady acting as the lead city.  The Town uses these funds to provide down payment and 
closing cost assistance to first time homebuyers whose household income is below 80 percent of the 
area median.  

Included below are the guidelines for resale or recapture of all homebuyer subsidies.  These 
guidelines must be typed into or attached to the property deed. 

This property has been purchased with assistance provided under the National Affordable Housing 
Act of 1990 through the Colonie Schenectady Troy Consortium.  That assistance has been 
conditioned on the following restrictions being made a part of any deed and mortgage secured on 
this property.  "This property shall remain affordable for purchase by low-moderate income families 
as defined by the Consortium for a period of 5/10 years.  At the sole discretion of the Consortium at 
the time of any transfer of title of this property within the above stated time period, to a purchaser 
who has not qualified as a low-moderate income purchaser as defined by the Consortium, the 
current title holder will pay to the Consortium an amount equal to the assistance provided by the 
Consortium.  At the sole discretion of the Consortium at the time of any transfer of title of this 
property within the above stated time period, to a purchaser who is qualified as a low-moderate 
income purchaser, the current title holder may (1) receive a return on the actual equity in the 
property equal to 6% per annum or such higher amount as determined at the time of the transfer by 
the Consortium based on actual appreciation or depreciation of the property or  (2) choose to pay to 
the Consortium an amount equal to the assistance provided by the Consortium.  The title holder 
must receive Consortium approval for the option selected and the Consortium may require the title 
holder to use the option that the title holder has not selected in order to insure that the property 
will meet the affordability standards.  These restrictions shall remain in force to all subsequent title 
holders during the time period above referenced. 
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3. A description of the guidelines for resale or recapture that ensures the affordability of units acquired 
with HOME funds? See 24 CFR 92.254(a)(4) are as follows:  

See narrative above. 

 
4. Plans for using HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily housing that is 

rehabilitated with HOME funds along with a description of the refinancing guidelines required that 
will be used under 24 CFR 92.206(b), are as follows:  

The Town of Colonie does not use HOME funds to refinance existing debt secured by multifamily 
housing that is rehabilitated with HOME funds. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion:  
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Citizen Participation Comments 
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Grantee SF-424's and Certification(s) 
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