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COLONIE'S MOHAWK RIVER WATERFRONT
REVITALIZATION STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN

l. Introduction

The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalization Strategy was irétdain 2003for
the Town of Colonie's Mohawk River waterfront and is funded through New York State's
Department of State. The development of the Revitalization Strategy dircted with

and will become a part of the Town of Colonie's Comprehensive itliéech is being
developed concurrently.

The Waterfront Revitalization Study Area includes the entire 10l@ length of the
town's Mohawk River waterfront, including the river itself, and the enéngth of the
Colonie Bike-Hike Path. More generally, the Study Area includesxaf commercial,
residential, agricultural, undeveloped natural areas, and public l&s] as well as a
number of environmentally sensitive areas and wetlands alongvtére sieep upland
slopes, and creeks and streams which are Mohawk River tribufianiesarea includes a
portion of the Route 7 Corridor, the town's water and sewer plants and the Town Park.

The Mohawk River Waterfront Revitalizaton Study Area (Map 1) bagrbe west at
the Niskayuna Town Line. The southerly boundary follows Troy SchehedRaad,
Mill Road, and Forts Ferry Road. It then continues east toward thiéway (1-87) to
include the Shaker Bay subdivision and large undeveloped and agricplorals south
of the Bike Path within the Mohawk River viewshed. To the east of thiénMay, the
southern boundary follows the Town of Colonie Bike Path to the Town’s boundary with
the City of Cohoes. Highland views provide long range vistas ofmhding river,
Shaker Bay, Blains Bay and a mix of forested and residentigla®wment. While the
Waterfront Revitalization Strategy concentrates on the Colonieer¥iéant and the
Mohawk River itself, impacts related to the Mohawk River wéigs area, which
includes approximately the northern half of the Town of Colonie, hase béen
considered.

Work on the Revitalization Strategy was initiated by tdvwn in partnership with The
Glynwood Center of Cold Spring, NY and a Local Organizing ConemitfiLOC),

through a process known as the Countryside Exchange Program. Thetlio€d a

broad based community process, gathering public comment for sewerahs, and
developing a consensus list of waterfront issues in the form of a series obgsedthe

Glynwood Center then selected a Countryside Exchange Team esethpaf

professionals with expertise in the issues to be explored. Theamsgstt to the Team
were:



How can we use Colonie’s Mohawk River waterfront in ways that are
environmentally sensitive while allowing for recreational, residennal, a
commercial uses where appropriate?

What opportunities exist for waterfront development, consistent with the
goals of promotion, protection, and enhancement of the waterfront
resources and ecosystems?

What are the potential land use alternatives?

What infrastructure development would be needed to support each of the
alternatives?

What regulatory framework is necessary to accomplish each of the
alternatives?

How can we highlight and enhance Colonie’s Mohawk River waterfront as an
element of the Town’s identity ?

What existing assets can be used to develop and promote this element of
the Town’s identity ?

How can the community be made more aware of the existing and potential
assets of the waterfront area?

How can we better identify, promote, and interpret the historical, cultural,
and environmental aspects of our community’s waterfront area?

How can opportunities for community enjoyment of Colonie’s Mohawk River
waterfront be enhanced, in ways that are environmentally appropriate?
- Where do opportunities exist for development of public recreational
facilities, and what facilities should be provided?
How can access to the river be improved?

How can access to and utilization of the offshore islands be improved?

How can access to and enjoyment of the bike path and adjacent areas be
improved?

What steps can the community take to ensure the continued stewardship of
Colonie's Mohawk River waterfront for generations to come?
What steps can be taken in tandem with our present efforts to enable the
continued success of any programs/places/ideas which may result from
these efforts?
How can preservation of significant environmental assets, such as water
quality, wetlands, woodlands, and viewsheds, be ensured?
How can a public/private partnership be formed to further the goals we set
now, and see that they continue into the future?



The Countryside Exchange Program culminated in October of 2003 withtensive
week-long public process of information gathering by the ExchamegenTwho toured
the study area and met with a broad range of individuals and agerittiean interest in
the Mohawk River Waterfront. This week-long effort ended with ag&tion of the
Team’s findings at a meeting of the Colonie Town Board, and pagpm@ of The 2003
Countryside Exchange ReporfLhe open, public input style of planning was continued as
the LOC re-formed itself into the Mohawk River Community PartrarsColonie
(MRCP, Inc.), a not-for-profit corporation formed for the purpose afaacing the
Revitalization Strategy. In the drafting of the Strategy antloA Plan there have been
two community public meetings and numerous smaller group meetings. The Ciolentrys
Exchange Report provided a vision for the Mohawk River Waterfroritwia refined

through these subsequent meetings to reflect the community’s tiagsirdor its
waterfront.



lI.  Vision Statement
The Mohawk River Revitalization Strategy envisions engagind lacd regional
partners with specific expertise to assist the Town of Colonie in:
Initiating and maintaining Mohawk River stewardship activities;

Preserving and enhancing open space along the Colonie portion ofoteid
River;

Improving existing and adding new public facilities and water related cocrahe
facilities while adding additional access to the river andsjva recreational
space;

Creating and sustaining interpretive and educational programs.

Developing an economic development strategy for the Mohawk River Waterfront
Area based on recreation and heritage tourism.



lll. Revitalization Strategy

The Revitalization Strategy is presented with a section for General Resaied
Actions and seven sections, each covering a major portion or fedttire Study Area.
Though there is some redundancy in the document, it was retained duestopleeand
necessary content of each section. Also, the redundancy may assistatler in
absorbing the large amount of information section to section. The Revitalizaabegit
sections are as follows:

General Recommended Actions
The Mohawk River
Land Use: Western Boundary to Forts Ferry Road

Land Use: Forts Ferry Road to Northway
Land Use: Northway to Route 9

Land Use: Route 9 to Cohoes City line
The Colonie Bike-Hike Path
The Tributaries of the Mohawk River in the Town of Colonie

ONoOA~WONE



1. Genera Recommended Actions:

The Town of Colonie's Comprehensive Plan should include a town-wide Open
Space Plan component that serves to protect viewsheds and enviraliynent
sensitive lands, including flood plains and wetlands.

The Town of Colonie in partnership with MRCP should develop an Economic
Development Strategy for the Study Area based on recreation ardgeeri
tourism, incorporating the following activities: development ofoaal and
regional market, support of existing marinas, development of theGateway
projects, pursuit of sound river management practices; enhancentéret lwke-

hike path and the natural and historic features along its lemgtoved
recreational access to the river, and added commercial developmaesupports

the activities described above (e.g. bike/canoe/kayak rentald; doncessions;
restaurants; boat storage)

The Town of Colonie should develop a Recreation Plan that includes the Mohawk
River and its amenities, including the river's islands.

MRCP should form a Colonie Heritage Partnership which would identify
stakeholders, create clear objectives for interpretation, produgeventory of

sites and stories, identify audiences, develop appropriategsigmad exhibits,
create a thematic framework, and work in partnership with kxadl regional
funders and experts in interpretation.

Enhance the sense of community for the existing neighborhoods in the Study
Area, including establishing pedestrian connections in and between
neighborhoods.

Support farm operations, which contribute to the scenic quality stewdardship

and economic vitality of the Study Area.

Support traditional uses of land, such as hunting, fishing, and trapping, consistent
with all applicable laws.

Establish formal, purposeful partnerships with municipal neighbwisstate and

local program sponsors.

Explore partnerships with local, state and national land trustactomplish
conservation goals.

Protect scenic viewsheds throughout the Study Area through scenicyoverla
designations, buffer zones and other land conservation planning tools.

The Town of Colonie should adopt the necessary land use regulationgptarts

the Recommended Actions outlined in the strategy.

The Town of Colonie and MRCP should work with all appropriatel,Istate,
federal governments and agencies to develop and sustain a prograestof
practices for stewardship and management of the M ohawk River resource.
MRCP will continue its role in outreach and public education by providing forum
for discussing issues and projects affecting the Study Area.



2. The Mohawk River

The northern border of the Town of Colonie is the Mohawk River. It fltiws
10.2 miles in a markedly irregular pattern between Niskayuna ahdeS. This section
of the River is also located between Lock 6 and Lock 7 of thee ®anal. The river,
from shore to shore, is designated as the Erie Canal and is wighjarisdiction of the
New York State Canal Corporation. On the northern side of the Rivenenghboring
municipalities are Clifton Park, Halfmoon and Waterford.

The Mohawk River is a critical resource to the Town of Colonie bechserves as the
primary water supply and is tapped for more than 90 per cent ofdfee supply to our
80,000 residents and businesses throughout the town. It also receivesgdscha
permitted under state law.

In addition, the irregular pattern of the River together with thieedaattern of upland
geography, including marshes, wetlands, open meadows, steep slopes, matuaecase
and several undeveloped islands provide an area of remarkable Beanly. These
scenic vistas and open space resources are unique within our towreamjoyed both
from the land and from the water. These resources contribute to thé awvdmance of
the canal used by seasonal long distance travelers as well as local sesident

Preservation programs by our neighbors on the northern shore have added to the
permanence of a portion of these scenic resources. A town-wide $@aee Plan must
address these resources within our community quickly.

The Mohawk River, including Colonie’s 10.2 miles, enjoys numerous designations at the
federal and state level. It has been designated by Congress as the Eri@Z atatlonal
Heritage Corridor, which includes a funding and management pragiammistered by

the Department of the Interior, National Park Service. The Metk State Department

of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has designated this re gieMohawk
Valley Heritage Corridor with a comprehensive program of econatevelopment,
interpretation, recreation and promotion. The New York State Gamgoration also
addresses Colonie’s 10.2 miles of River in its Canal Recreationway Plan. feesea

and programs are interested potential partners for techegatance and funding for a
variety of projects.

The Mohawk River in the Town of Colonie is an underutilized resouiidee shallow
nature of the River along a large portion of our shoreline was geweucive to harbor
or port development or substantial canal operations. However, there has bémastig
waterborne recreational activity including swimming, boatingewakiing, fishing, and
waterfowl hunting. In addition, water dependent businesses, spécificatinas, have
located here successfully. Currently, the only existing wateerakmt businesses are
two active marinas. These businesses are in need of assistananage the extensive
silting and aquatic vegetation that threatens their navigational and dockawifgap



A third marina was once located on Canal Corp. property at tbecéht Bridge and
Route 9. This location, now vacant, offers potential for an atteaé&tastern Gateway
project, including a possible public-private partnership. Fund® lb@en requested
through a grant application to the State of New York to exploreoppipte uses of this
site, particularly because of its direct water access ahg @oint to the Town of
Colonie.

Fishing has long been a popular sport here. Fish species inohatler®uth bass, tiger
muskie, carp, pike, blueback herring and American eel. Colonie’s MoRaver had

been the location of annual bass fishing tournaments until 2001. It has been reported that
a reduced navigational area and difficult access to the marinas have madecattiens

more appealing for group tournaments. It is widely understood thadgisournaments

have an excellent economic return for the host community. This obsctivity
underscores the core problem of river management.

The islands in the River along Colonie’s shoreline present another opp ortunigssore
recreation. It is recommended that these areas remain unimphovéerms of
recreational facilities and that habitat protection for wéddbe supported. One activity
for the future could be the addition of low impact campsites afedhe&ens for canoe
and kayak users. Colonie should investigate participating in a long distancepluraiv
and have these campsites designated. Volunteers can manageplkeengeds of such
amenities. A partnership for such pumposes could possibly be establishédenAlbany
County Land Conservancy.

Management practices at the state level related to manmtenef the navigational
channel and active shoreline operations changed more than twentagear®redging
now occurs sporadically to maintain a navigational channel of 12-14 feet. This weas onc
an annual maintenance activity. Herbicidal spraying of invasivelegpwas completely
discontinued to reduce environmental and health hazards. An alternatitiensalas
not developed with the result that broad blanket vegetation by invasieeesp
overwhelms most of the shoreline and hampers marina actiatidspublic access
generally. Small areas of water chestnuts are harvegtednid and machine every year
to allow access to marina service docks. However, access from thatimmalgchannel
to both of the operating marina businesses is a challenging aed fistrating
experience.

Unchecked siltation and nutrient loading of the River from a varietgoofces has
contributed dramatically to the siltation and weeding problems. plamning practices
must undertake serious study of the effects of continued develop menheacdrtent
regulatory framework related to watercourse protection. Iniaddithese conditions
affect the quality of the water supply and drive up the cost of treating tlee sugdply for
human consumption.

It will be important to engage municipal partners in addressiibgtion and weeding
issues. However, it is widely recognized that local conditions ibomér significantly to
the problem. Stewardship of the natural resources must be a fundapramtiple in



land use planning decisions. Conservation of the Mohawk Watershedrisssed in
more detalil in a later section of this plan.

The extent of the vegetation and siltation problem has made p hstsiesls to the River
from the shore difficult and, in many places, impossible even fooesa and kayaks.
Motorized boating takes place largely in the navigational chanwaube the bays and
coves are shallow, silted in and weeded over. This reality, caubwith already
minimal public access opportunities, namely Town Park and Fredelels emphasizes
the need for a recreation plan which includes the river and its amenities.

Recommended Actions:

Strengthen local regulations related to watercourse protection. Revigpiesa
process to support the intent of stronger regulations

Designate the Mohawk River as a prominent resource for remradtactivity
within the town’s Parks and Recreation Plan, including its capitagram.
Integrate use of the River and its tributaries with paradisburces like the bike
path, Town Park, and shoreline fishing areas.

Plan for the future viability of a vibrant recreational industrywatterborne and
water dependent uses, including researching its economic atdrthe effect of
the diminished state of the current industry.

Provide technical assistance to water dependent businessesngga@ijrams
and grants that may be available to assist in river manageanémeir locations.
Engage the Army Corps of Engineers in this research.

Establish responsibilities for a River Steward within a position at thenToept.
of Parks and Recreation

Establish and maintain one public boat launch for motorized boats.

Establish and maintain one additional public boat launch for non-motorized
watercraft. (known as a car top or hand launch)

Research the islands and main shoreline for future safe havens amupaat
camping for long distance paddle sports and future designation in a regaoal ¢
trail program

Maintain islands for passive recreation and habitat only; conaidtewardship
partnership with Albany County Land Conservancy for this purpose.
Undertake broad public education programs regarding invasive species
watercourse protection and residential landscaping.

Establish an annual event to celebrate these resources andarsg@wardship
activities. (Weed harvesting, clean up, and fun stuff)

Research successful programs for eliminating invasive spatevelop a pilot
program in one selected critical area.

Implement best management practices aggressively on the langides of
planning.

Develop and implement a marketing program locally and redyotalhighlight
accessible resources at the Mohawk River, shoreline fishing, daoathles, view
points and more.



Investigate whether the Corps of Engineers is willing to drethg river to
support the existing marinas and research or propose prevemh@asires to
stop future siltation.

Continue to seek state funding to investigate and determine nrgcesater
management activities.

Research requirements for erecting roadside "watershed" thighsdentify the
boundaries of the Mohawk River watershed.

10






3. Land Use: Western Boundary to Forts Ferry RoadMap 2)

This section of the Waterfront Revitalization Area is charextd by steep
upland slopes, two DEC protected wetlands, and the Shaker Creek, a signifbcaatytr
of the Mohawk River. The waterfront in this area is environmentaihsisive all along
its length and any further development should be discouraged.

The Town’s old water filtration facility is located here. St is not being used, it has
great potential as an Environmental and Education Center, withcprdst room
facilities. It could be viewed as a Western Gateway for the TawZolonie. It needs to
be linked to the Bike-Hike Trail. The building is located on River Rodaichvclosely
parallels the Bike-Hike path in this westernmost section of the Study Area.

In this section of the Study Area, the Countryside Exchange Bésonconsidered the
Shaker Site, Ann Lee Pond and the Albany International Airportsastsaof strong
influence affecting the waterfront planning effort.

The Airport Authority has active programs expanding its north-south runway tmttie
and acquiring land from willing sellers in its designatedsacabatement area. Parcels
have been identified for acquisition by the Authority as far nortRieer Road. This
program has the potential to benefit viewshed protection andcp tesitive natural
areas in that stretch of the Study Area. A partnership between the Airp bdruand
the Trust for Public Land has been encouraged by MRCP for this purpose.

Ann Lee Pond is a 10.6 acre shallow waterbody surrounded by wetlandsil@ecéy
footpaths. The area falls within the jurisdiction of Albany County. gdwd has been
enjoyed by the public for waterfowl watching and fishing. Sperietide brown
bullhead, bluegill, black crappie, largemouth bass and pumpkinseed. The pond is part of
the Mohawk River watershed emptying into Shaker Creek. The puldiegs has
elicited numerous comments from town residents regarding theegsbility of the

pond and its resources since the local roads were recently realigned.

America’s first Shaker settlement includes Ann Lee Pond, the Shaker Mtetiag, the
Shaker's cemetery, the barn and numerous other buildings on th&tsiserich history,
together with the assets of the Pruyn House have the potential to weave togethef a p
Colonie's history and strengthen an identity for the town. A Heritaged?ship would
address these and other significant topics related to Colonie's history.

In this area there is a need to link up the British-American bike right-gf-which runs

from Ann Lee Pond to Route 7 with the Bike-Hike Path. The town's plan for connecting
the Crossings with the Bike-Hike Path includes the section from AsenPlond to Route

7. Also, suitable access from the British American intersection with Rowtéhe B ike-

Hike Path should be developed.

There is substantial residential development particularly inetis¢ern part of the area
west of Forts Ferry Rd. and north of Mill Rd. All existing residential aaeastable, and

11



any new residential development should consider at a minimum conservation subdivision
requirements. New commercial development in the area should inatepoewshed
protection and watershed buffers.

The flight path for the main runway of Albany International Mitpcrosses the Study
Area here as well. The airport wishes to minimize residential d evelopegrg and near
this flight path. In fact, the Airport Authority wishes to acquargarcel of undeveloped

land north of the airport, which is in the flight path. Thisgehis also in the Abany
County Agriculture District.

The sensitive nature of the environment (steep upland slopes, $raledr;, and DEC
wetlands) and protection of the viewshed makes the acquisition of skesgaarcels of
land desirable. It is hoped that willing sellers will agree to eitherghitgurchase or the
purchase of conservation rights. No additional building in the floodh piaion DEC

wetlands should be permitted. Cutting brush at strategic site&lvadow views of the
River. Historic markers would enhance the area.

Recommended Actions:

Adaptive reuse of former Water Filtration Facility as Environtak and
Education Center; this should include related recreational developahetite
surrounding site and a link to Bike-Hike Path; continue to seek state funding for a
project feasibility study.

Connect British-American bike right-of-way with Bike-Hike Path.

Research the possibility of unpaved connections to the Bike-Hike firain
adjacent neighborhoods.

Open space management through land acquisition and/or purchase of
development rights.

Revise land use regulations to support the Recommended Actions of the Strategy.
Incorporate minimum conservation requirements in any new resid ema#br
commercial development.

12






4. Land Use: Forts Ferry Road to Northway(Map 3)

This area is located in the northwestern portion of the Study. Alea area is
bounded by the Northway to the east, Forts Ferry Road to the westheahMbhawk
River to the north.

The area is comprised of the following topographical and natemblires: locally poor
drainage due to soil conditions and topography, deep stream valleys for the Dxelp hus
steep slopes which are prone to erosion, steep rock cliffs along IslandRgemly and the
presence of wetlands located adjacent to much of the Mohawk Rivese Téatures
contribute to serious vulnerability to flooding conditions due to runoffatgih and
weeding over of the shoreline. The result is diminished access to the river.

The predominant land use is single family residential developreraddition to the
residential development, other land uses such as open spacdjorecesgicultural and
commercial activities are present. The commercial aet$vinclude two sand and gravel
mining areas, one of which is active. The agricultural land asegenerally located in
the eastern portion of this area.

Significant town development includes the Colonie Water Treatment B$ well as the
Colonie Sewage Treatment Plant located off of Onderdonk Avenue.

There are several significant tracts of undeveloped land in this area.

Recommended Actions:

The area known as the Kettle Hole Bog, which is a DEC pratestgtland,
should be designated as a Critical Environmental Area.

The Reclamation Plan for all mining operations should be reviewegtermine

if the stipulations contained in these documents are consistent with therdvaterf
Strategy.

Construct trail loops through public lands for viewing opportunities.

Construct view cuts for viewing of the river from upland areas.

Where appropriate, selected properties should be either atqairetheir
development rights bought.

The existing bike trail in the Island View Road area should be separated from the
roadway as a long term project. In the near future the road should be redesigned to
at least minimal road shoulder safety standards.

There are sections along the Delphus Kill which have experienced erosion and the
collection of debris. For specific locations and the extent ofndik involved,
consult the appropriate sections of the Final Draft of the Tow@otdnie Storm
Water Management Plan (March, 2005)

Mining operations need to conform to current standards for erosion c@hitwol

six minimum best management policies contained in the [Baitm Water
Management Plan).

13



MRCP will work with the town in researching the effects of mining operaoons

sensitive natural resource areas such steep slopes, uniquacgedéajures and
nearby creeks and streams. Such research and analysideniliguide the

community and town regarding future related land use decisions.

14






5. Land Use: Northway to Route YMap 4)

This section of the Waterfront Revitalization Area is charetdrby residential
development, a working farm and landscape businesses, a marina, and the Colonie Town
Park, with the hike-bike path serving as the southern boundary. Therfdrianascape
operations are in the Albany County Agricultural District and shd@dencouraged as
they contribute to the area's economic vitality and overall character

Residential areas are in transition, with many homes being upgra@ediscaping and
design guidelines should be developed by the town to insure appedplaating with
the riparian setting. The NYS Canal Corporation should be involved st as
homeowners in those areas where the Canal Corporation's prawamgrship is a
concern to the homeowners and to assist with improved access todhevhere
suitable.

In addition to existing residential development a large Planned Unit @peweht known

as Shelter Cove is in process just east of the Town Park and radeti®opment is
proposed in the vicinity of Dunsbach Ferry Road. There will bevees easement
through the Town Park to serve Shelter Cove. These developments, htiveyahead,
should be designed to be in harmony with the topography and with a 70'-10pabike
buffer area. In fact, there should be a 70'-100" buffer on both sides of the bike path. This
will be important if there is new residential development althregsouthern side of the

bike path. On the south side of the bike path just west of route 9 such buffer protection is
particularly important to protect steep slopes and a &deetland site. The buffer
should be in town ownership, marked with posts and planted as appropriate.

The Town Park is the single largest feature of this waterfseation, and there are
opportunities for better integrating it with the town's waterfrard historic themes and
assets. Also, there is potential for both increased public access to thamnbée path
loop connections in the park. There is some concern for the intedritye 50" strip of
parkland running from the Town Park to Loudon Rd. between Shelter Cove and Troy
Landscape.

There are opportunities for water related economic develop mehe i€rescent Bridge
vicinity in the area zoned "industrial’. As part of an overalinpfor the area, the
feasibility of improved public access to the river will be s¢ddas part of an Eastern
Gateway project adjacent to the bridge. Potential constraints on any desetaggrenthe
current unavailability of water and sewer services and proximity to thellandfi

Recommended Actions:

Determine whether there are open space management opportunities.

Work with the Canal Corporation to mitigate and/or eliminate hagneowner
hardships, particularly along Schaffer Drive.

Explore potential for public access/recreational use of town dwtrg of land
running from Schaffer Rd. to the river.

15



Undertake comparative assessment of improving Town Park boat late@ndgi
docking facility vs. feasibility/suitability of using Shelteo@ as a boat launch
site.

Explore ways to enhance public awareness, usage, and ap p rezidti@nT own
Park.

Rename the Town Park to highlight its location on the Mohawk River waterfront.
Utilize the Shelter Cove sewer easement through Town Parkhdlanag trail
connection with the Bike-Hike Path.

Develop restroom facilities, including additional parking, at Town Parkrecgra
Develop a new dock system and silt/vegetation removal for the Rask boat
launch.

Maintain 50" strip of parkland running from Town Park to Route 9.

Undertake the Eastern Gateway feasibility study for the pubiia{er recreation
and commercial development of Canal Corporation and related g pvap erty
adjacent to the Crescent Bridge; continue to seek state fundingrdgect
feasibility.

Determine feasibility of redeveloping the trailer park $aewaterfront related
development.

Preserve the islands for low impact recreation.

16






6. Land Use: Route 9 to Cohoes City LinéMap 5)

This section of the Waterfront Revitalization Area includes the Town lgridhig|
Albany Marine marina, a small industrial park, and single family resmlaidgyvelopment
along the Route 9 frontage and Fonda Road. Recreational fagilitiesle the Town
Bike Path, which forms the southern boundary of the area; Freddiels Rar
handicapped-accessible park and fishing dock facility at thénerortend of the area
adjacent to the Crescent Bridge; and a public access atea wihall parking area and
picnic tables overlooking the Crescent Dam. Access to the isvémited by the
proximity of the Cohoes Crescent Road to the northern portion of the skpeeid by
steep slopes along the southern portion. Two protected water@rees discharge to
the Mohawk from this section, and a New York State freshwater wetlersdalong the
upland side of the Cohoes Crescent Road, generally following theop éiile original
Erie Canal.

Recommended Actions:

Current residential, commercial, and industrial uses in this area shouldibed eta
and supported, and protected watercourse areas and state wehlanids s
preserved.

While opportunities for water access are limited, the potential foromgaraccess

at the Crescent Dam facility and at Canal Corporation piypsefjacent to the
Town landfill should be explored.

A visual buffer should be provided between the Town bike path and any new
development. This buffer may vary in width depending on topographic
conditions, and should be deeded to the town to prevent fragmentation and
encroachment by individual homeowners.

Pave the Hike-Bike Path east of Route 9 to the Cohoes cityolinghich funds

are currently available.

Opportunities to connect the bike-hike path to both the Boght Road ball field and
soccer complexes off Route 9 to the south should be explored, asswelbafe
connection between the bike path and Route 9, which is a designated bike route.
The Town landfill, which is the dominant feature within this area, has an expected
useful life of at least 15 years. A committee should be esha&lito study the
long-term potential for reuse of this site; explore tree and/or shrub plamtitige
landfill.

Establish a bike lane on Cohoes-Crescent Road.

Establish scenic easements on the islands in the section of theasteof Route
9.
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7. The Colonie Bike-Hike Path(Map 6)

The Colonie Bike-Hike Path is part of the statewide Canalway Trail fromaBuff
to Albany—a 340 mile linear park, or Greenway. The entire Erie Canal corridor mas bee
given National Heritage Corridor status by the National Parki& The Town of
Colonie maintains all of the 7.4 miles of trail within its confiitiough approximately
2 miles of the trail is owned by the NYS Office of Parks, R#@a and Historic
Preservation; the State of New York has also designatedrédagtee “Mohawk Valley
Heritage Corridor”. The trail is used by close to a half-onllpeople each year. Skiers
and joggers, dog-walkers, and roller bladers as well as bicydsd nature lovers share
in the enjoyment of the resource. The paved pathway provides apfiwetunity for
disabled individuals to enjoy the out-of-doors. There is a boat laurttie &iskayuna
Train Station on the Bike path approximately one half mile from the western bowfdary
the Colonie portion of the path.

Along much of the Bike Trall, the vegetation is typical of that found by road sides and in
hedgerows. Bikeways everywhere create parallel hedgerowsh a&madronment for
plants and animals, including insects and seed-eating songbirds and vaimghawks

and owls. Bikeways provide birds with food, resting and nesting splaedvi ohawk-
Hudson Bike Trail is especially rich in bird life because of pneximity along much of

its length to water. The westernmost portion of the path, beginning at thg tliskiine,

and extending to the Shaker Creek, is an especially sensitiverenental area. North

of the path are two DEC wetlands. As soon as the ice breakseiwinter, Canada
geese, occasionally snow geese and many species of ducks can be seen here. In May and
June, the rare black tern and the more common double-crested cormorant may appear. |
autumn this area again serves as a migration resting spotahy waterfowl and may
afford a view of a rare tundra swan. During both of these periods this area abounds wit
great black-backed, herring, ring-billed and other species of gulls.

The marshes along this section are home to bitterns and rails, both breeding amd, migr
and well as many songbirds. These include red-winged blackbird, marsh wrenndong a
swamp sparrows, gray catbird, and yellow warbler. The brushgsealgthe Trail are
attractive to many species which like edge habitat forimgestin autumn, the weedy
meadows along the Trail are frequented by migrating spariraisling white-throated,
and white-crested.

Great horned, northern saw-whet and eastern screech-owls have beenldognthe

Trail along with an occasional Bald Eagle. In addition to birds, muskrats ofpeaain

the early evening along the grassy verge. Muskrats areiwpmyrtant to the wetland
ecosystem. They feed on vegetation and small aquatic animals and are fooddmdbx,
horned owls and hawks. Many wading birds can be seen after the breeding season. Great
blue heron, black-crowned heron, green heron, great egret, snowycegmrant and

even the cattle egret may be seen fishing the shores.

Painted and snapping turtles are common along the western sectiom dike-Hike
Path. Snapping turtles lay their eggs in June, digging an 8—10 inclwibbléheir rear
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legs and depositing 30 to 36 eggs. They then cover the eggs with dirt. After hatching in
September, the baby turtles crawl immediately to the wateéheir effort to escape
predators. Turtle eggs are often eaten by raccoon and skunks. Desr,and fox can

be seen by alert users of the Colonie portion of the Bike Path. The shallow watbenear t
Trail teems with small amphibians. Rabbits and chipmunks amtiful. Since this
western portion of the Trail runs fairly close to the Mohawk Rigefective cutting of
vegetation could provide excellent views. The Shakers used the Shaker Creekdor pow
and built a gristmill (1846) and then a sawmill (1883) near wher@ &he crosses the
creek. This is an obvious spot for an historical marker. Theéewegortion of the
Colonie Bike-Hike path ends at Forts Ferry Road, near the foribeeofsFort’s Ferry.

The ferry was attached to cables spanning the river and thecuwent was used to
“power” the crossings. Goods and troops were transported here during the Revolutionary
War. Another historical marker would make sense here.

From Fort’'s Ferry to the Northway the path traverses another irmaportant
watercourse—The Delphus Kill creek. This is one of the Towngedawatersheds
which drains a substantial portion of Latham. Near the Delphligskdnother DEC
protected wetland, a Kettle hole bog. A variety of wildflosvare found along this
section of the path, including Common Mullein, Spotted Knapweed, Goldenrod,
Beardtongue and Aster. The trail begins to travel uphill, and another deep rawatesc

a microclimate which supports a higher diversity of plant specikack in the pulpit and
Trillum are likely to be seen flowering here in the springthite and yellow clover,
Bird’s Foot Trefoil, Hop Clover and Vetch help stabilize the banks along the trail

A steep hill leads to the most problematic portion of the Colpmith that traverses
sections of Island View Road and Dunsbach Ferry Road near the Tidme8r There
are no bike lane markings and the shoulders are rough and inadefuagortion of
the path is potentially dangerous for bikers and unusable by rolérsland others. A
long term alternative trail connection, located closer to the Northway rightpfshould
be explored creating a separation from Island View Road.

The Easternmost section of the Bike-Hike path includes accedset6own Park and
extends beyond the Route 9 tunnel, heading toward Cohoes. The final sfrébeh
path—approximately 7/10 of a mile, is currently gravel, but fundingniplace to
complete paving.

Recommended Actions:

Convert the old water treatment plant into an education center, puiblfic
bathroom facilities, and an unpaved path that links it to the Colonie bike-hike path
Cut brush at selected sites to provide better views of the Mohawk River

Acquire, from willing sellers, either through direct purchasecomnservation
easements, selected parcels along the path, including théspdrand between

the Water Treatment and Sewer Treatment plants

Update the kiosk at the western end of the Colonie portion of the path and create a
kiosk at the eastern end of the path.
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Connect the path to selected Town sites via unpaved connector loops

Connect the path to the River and to View points via unpaved connector loops
Develop an unpaved loop on Town property (site of Sewage Treatraeiityfy
south of the Bike-Hike path

Develop public rest room facilities near the Town Park for users of the Blkee-Hi
path

Designate the Bike-Hike path a significant environmental anglamaintain a 70

to 100 foot buffer, as appropriate, on both sides of the path

Improve the condition of parking areas along River Road and enlarge the parking
area for the path at the Town Park

Integrate the Town Park into the Bike-Hike path by advertisinlg tnathin the
Park at the Kiosk/ proposed rest room facilities. Improve g@ra the Town
Park from the Bike-Hike path.

Use the Shelter Cove sewer easement through the Town Park to dawelop
unpaved trail and connect that trail to the bike-hike path

Maintain the fifty foot strip of town parkland which runs from thekptar Route

9.

The existing bike traill on Island View Road should be separatmu the
roadway as a long term project. In the near future the road sheulkebesigned

to at least minimal road shoulder safety standards.

Research an alternative alignment for the Dunsbach Ferry Roadnpoitthe
bike trail.

Utilize the Town owned parcel between Shaffer Drive and the pikié to
improve access to the path

Develop environmentally sensitive signage to direct users of ikeeHBke path

to loops, other attractions.

Install interpretive signage noting historic sites and natural features.

Make recommendations for directional signage consistent with regional programs
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8. The Tributaries of the Mohawk River in the Town of Colonie (Map 7)

In March, 2005 the Final Draft of the Town of Colonie Storm Water Management
Plan was published in compliance with the National Pollution lHzisge Elimination
System (NPDES) Phase Il program to protect waterwaysit program strives to
institute controls on the unregulated sources of storm water digshaéhat have the
greatest likelihood of causing environmental degradation. The plemmmends a
watershed approach designed to instill a sense of individual and communityrsbiprie
for the watershed within which citizens live, work or attend school. The hope is to reduce
costs by utilizing volunteer organizations, recycled products and sowersived
management. Such a program will promote watershed protectior) ishiee first and
most fundamental step in both protecting the environmentally senargas of Colonie
and leading to the revitalization of the Mohawk River.

The draft plan incorporates six minimum storm water "Best M anagemactides":
1) Public education and outreach on storm water impacts;
2) Public involvement and participation;
3) lllicit discharge detection and elimination;
4) Construction site storm water runoff control,
5) Post construction storm water management in new developments;
6) Pollution prevention and good housekeeping for municipal operations.

A stream by stream analysis was conducted to determine existing profdlemgroblem

sites were listed for the Lisha Kill, five for Vly Creek, nifte Shaker Creek, three for
Farm Brook, three for the Delphus Kill, and three for smaller trimegaf the Mohawk

River.

Recommendations to alleviate each of the problems cited, aldhgimplementation
schedules, are included. The plan acknowledges that many of the sources of seorm wat
pollution are directly or indirectly related to the public. attvocates the education of
community residents and businesses through various forums to reduce swmfurces
pollution and improve surface water quality. Many of the suceestbrm water
programs in other states have focused on a watershed by wdteyspeoach that
maximizes community participation and common sense approaches to retuiterpat

the source (see appendix for additional information on water pollution control).

The loss of watershed (source land) itself impacts not only the quality of drinking
water, but also the quantity. Development increases the demand festdomater
while decreasing the ability of the land to recharge water supplies. Wheninfititates
soil, the ground itself becomes a temporary storage tank. Rather than ewgpintatihe
atmosphere or running into storm drains, the water is stored underground for days, weeks,
or years, slowly supplying our water sources. Where land is develapést, infiltrates
less and moves more rapidly and in much greater volume than undet oahariéions.
The result is altered groundwater flows into streams, lesisarge of aquifers, more
severe floods, and high stream velocities that cause erosion, dgmeger quality and
habitat.

21



Traditional land protection strategies have focused on protegpiagan areas
along large rivers or reservoir shorelines. A riparian asethé zone where streams
interact with the land, and it protects water quality by pracgssutrients, filtering
contaminants from surface runoff, absorbing and gradually reledéaogwaters,
maintaining wildlife habitats, recharging groundwater, and raanimg stream flows.
The value of the riparian area, or zone, cannot be overestimated.

It is now understood that the greatest volume of runoff water, and tleetafigreatest
volume of pollutants, enters most watersheds from small stregviithin any particular
watershed, small streams constitute up to 85 percent of the total stnghmaed collect
most of the surface runoff and pollutants from the land. Recemttificistudies show
that protecting small streams and their riparian zones cea &agreater impact on
maintaining water quality and quantity than protection of latgbutaries. All of the
tributaries within the Town of Colonie would be considered “small” unttes
classification system. Since it is impossible to presafivehe remaining land in the
Mohawk watershed, special focus has been placed on parcels thattéap slopes and
erodable soils, that have natural cover, and that encompass tribuaftiee Mohawk.
Appropriate stewardship of these parcels will not only helpuee the quality and
guantity of Colonie’s domestic water, but also provide natural resgorotection,
opportunities for passive recreation, viewshed protection and growth management.

The Draft Storm Water Management Plan suggests that abe &t New York
significantly increase the typical limit of 100 feet of stnedisturbance in the memo of
understanding that the NYSDEC has with municipalities. The Coudénfsxchange
Report questioned whether the existing tributary buffers are a@egpatlly protect the
environmental integrity of individual Mohawk River tributaries and wtiety the River
itself. With heightened awareness of the importance of watdityquand quantity
protection, and recent research documenting the effectivenegmhahced riparian
buffers as well as the necessity for preserving natural ground aogeforested areas, it
is clear that watershed protection is possible and should kgh g Hhority for Colonie's
Mohawk tributaries.

Recommended Actions:

All of the recommendations listed in the March, 2005 Final Drajtvil of
Colonie Storm Water Management Plan should be carried out

MRCP will take the lead in cooperation with the town in developand
implementing a public education, outreach, and participation prnoda
effective storm water management in the Mohawk River Study fmeaarily
the Shaker, Delphus Kill and Farmbrook watersheds).

Significant parcels that have steep slopes and erodable sousaln@over, and
encompass tributaries of the Mohawk should be acquired, from wikitigys
either through purchase or conservation easements.

Additional riparian setbacks, beyond the currently established 100 feet, need to be
implemented to protect sensitive areas
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A robust public information campaign regarding watershed protestiould be
instituted in the Town of Colonie, including but not limited to souroés
pollution, reducing the use of fertilizers, and erosion control

The historical names of the currently unnamed tributaries of the M obaad
be researched to insure heightened public awareness of their importance
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V. Action Plan
INTRODUCTION

The Mohawk River Proposed Acdion Plan is paiority listing of the Plan's
recommendations in three categories iofplementation techniques After each
recommended action is the proposed timing for actldnderway; 1-2 years; 3-5 years.
While many of the recommendations are proposed in the first twe péaction, they
can be undertaken concurrently with coordinated action between the ToGwiarfie
and MRCP.

It is important to recognize that some of these recommendednacshould be
implemented immediately, while others can be accomplished oswerad years.
Although the preference may be to implement all of the recowate®ns immediately,
an incremental approach is likely to be more efficient andistealbased on the
availability of staff, funding resources and volunteers. While glam attempts to
consider the Town’s capacity to implement the various recommendations, @ @iz

that there may be a need for additional staff or a reallocatistafff responsibilities to
fully implement the plan recommendations.

The Town of Colonie, working with MRCP, will need to identify and invest the financial

resources necessary to implement the Mohawk River Plan. Tésserces will be of
various kinds: state & federal programs, private resources, tawital program and
town operating budget. A detailed capital plan for thesemnegendations will require
further investigation of feasibility, funding sources, and appropriiming for
implementation of the various action items.
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LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION TECHNIQUES

PLANNING INITIATIVES

1. Approve Comprehensive Plan, including areas for land preservatiomicatise.
Underway

2. Land use and zoning regulations, including conservation requirementaefor
residential/commercial development, conservation areas, ripaatracks and a
visual buffer along the bike-hike path. Research how scenic ovdidagicts are
created; visual assessment todlinderway

3. Designate Kettle Hole Bog as a Critical Environmental Area. years

4. River Management Study—seek assistance from appropriate atet federal
agencies; assess best practices; make recommendations regardin g eojeitdt seek
funding from state/federal agencies; explore partnership upptes with
neighboring communitiesUnde rway

5. Develop Economic Development Strategy, including Gateway Prpjesthnical
assistance to water dependent business; research of economic aketarvibrant
recreational industry 1-2 years

6. Explore and pursue an appropriate connection for the bike-hike p#ihBwtish-
American bike right-of-way, and Boght ballfields/soccer fieldsng Route 9. 1-2
years

7. Develop Town-wide Recreation Plan to include the Mohawk River and its amenities
3-5 years

8. Explore potential for improved access to river at Crescemh Exaility and Canal
Corporation property adjacent to landfi8-5 years
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MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS

1.

Town of Colonie insures staffing capacity available to implentbet Storm Water
Management Plan (Fraser Report, February, 2003), including necesshlig
education, public involvement, monitoring and enforcement activii€® years

Town of Colonie identifies staff responsible for the overall impetation of the
Mohawk River Plan, including working with MRCP to insure implemeataoccurs
in a coordinated and comprehensive mantérderway

Town of Colonie creates position of Mohawk River Steward to ovess&b
coordinate all River Management activities, including the trifiega Alternatively,
these responsibilities are delineated and shared through desigstai®dand
volunteers working with MRCP1-2 years

Rename the Town Park as part of improving awareness of the M dRiaenk and
strengthening the Town’s identity. Mohawk River Park, Town of Coloniebban
suggested. Combine this announcement with activities to engagentgsidénis is
the reason why June 4, 2005, National Trails Day was suggdsnee.rway

Work with the Canal Corporation to mitigate and/or eliminate homeowarelships,
particularly along Schaffer Drive, assist with improving public acteske river, and
develop a plan for preserving and using the river islands consisignthe Plan.
This is underway but now needs Town emphasis with Canal Corp oréafiae rway

Review Reclamation Plan for active mining operation on Pollock Roatsure that
the documents are consistent with the Mohawk River Plaa years

Create the Colonie Heritage Partnership. This is an impouagérlying structure
for communicating Colonie’s identity. MRCP is willing to take the lek&® years

Establish an annual event to celebrate Mohawk River resoute2years

Create a robust public education campaign regarding watershed mrotédtRCP is
willing to take this on in cooperation with the towh-2 years

Create a broad public education program regarding invasive spM&&3P is willing
to take this on in cooperation with the towh2 years

10.Create partnerships with municipal neighbors and state and doocgtams. 1-2

years

11.Establish a Committee to study the long term potential foreretishe landfill. 3-5

years
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INFRASTRUCTURE

1. Bike-hike path along Island View Rd. should be redesigned to include ahinvad
shoulder safety standards. Report was done by Kevin McLoughlin, Driadstor,
Parks & Trails New York.Underway

2. Construct view cuts and trail loops along bike-hike path. MRCP @ualsltess
committee will make recommendations and review with necessary Townrdeptat
and approach Canal Corporation and SEAMAB as necessayyears

3. Restrooms and added parking at the Town P&R.years

4. Open Space Management through land acquisition and/or purchase of dwrglop
rights. 1-2 years

5. New dock system and silt/vegetation removal at the Town Pagkyears

6. Pave bike-hike path east of Route 9 to Cohoes city line. Fundingiade for this
work. Underway

7. Public boat launch for motorized boats (town park vs. Shelter C8v&)years

8. Once feasibility studies are complete, the Gateway Proyeititde carried out,
including incorporation of the trailer park site for the Eastern Gatewagtivit. 3-5

years

9. Bike-hike path along Island View Rd. should be separated from roadway (longterm).
Several Town Departments and Highway Safety are engagedsiretiew. Report
was done by Kevin McLoughlin, Trails Director, Parks & Trails N¥ark. 3-5
years
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APPENDIX A

COUNTRYSIDE EXCHANGE REPORT
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APPENDIX B

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

1. HISTORIC RESOURCES

The Town of Colonie does not have a coherent identity, and as one of the town's several
sub-areas neither does the Mohawk River Study Area. However, the study area and the
town as a whole have a very rich history have played, and continue to play an important
role in the settlement and economy of the region.

Always atransportation corridor, Native Americans established vesitked North-

South and East-West trails through the present day boundaries of the Town of Colonie.
There were several locations along the Mohawk River that were easy crosisitsgand
according to local historians, a Native American settlement was oncedawatvhat is

now called Shaker Creek, which empties into the Mohawk River near the western end of
the study area.

From its Native American origins to the first European settlers (théhputdo farmed
under the medieval Patroon system of land ownership during trenti71 &' centuries,

the history of the area is very rich. English immigrants also moved into thiedeem

in the 17" century and with them came the Shakers, an extraordinary charismatic
religious movement that played a significant part in the history of NottAeaerica.

The Shakers owned a large portion of the land along the Mohawk river in Colonie and
used the area to grow broom corn, which they used to make their famous flat broom
(possibly a Shaker invention).

During the French and Indian wars and the American Revolution, great armieganarch

up and down the Hudson River crossing the Mohawk River by fords and ferries. In 1825
the Erie Canal was completed and there were various phases of expansiortiaginmna
1918 with the Barge Canal, which continues to utilize the course of the Mohawk River.
Colonie, and much of the study area, became Albany's breadbasket and retained its
largely agricultural character until during the latef’ 2@ntury. Even today in the study
area, there are several agricultural areas, and determining the futureecdrdassis one

of the challenges for the Mohawk River Revitalization Program.

Unfortunately, while many roads and businesses retain native American, Dutch, and
Shaker names, the rich history of the area is largely unrecognized. M orenleaie'€
heritage sites, particularly the Shaker settlement and Pruyn House, do rotortat

river or each other. They all need to work together to present a more coherentqgficture
Colonie's heritage and connect people with the river whenever possible. In addition, a
inventory of all historic buildings and sites in the study area is needed to documient thei
importance, current status and interpretive significance. There are amohgotential
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historic themes or interpretive topics that can be highlighted: Nativeriéams, the
Dutch, the Shakers, immigration, military transportation, and the landscape.

2. EXISTING LAND USE

The Mohawk River Study Area has approximately 10 miles of waterfront and includes a
mix of residential, commercial, and public land uses, as well as substazdagbér
undeveloped land and natural features, including important river tributaridanevet
habitats and flood plain areas. The study area presents a challenge to tleaiown t

for appropriate residential and commercial development and to provideseatrea
recreational opportunities, while preserving and enhancing the area's erentahm

natural, and historic attributes. The Mohawk River and its tributaries remaliroue of
Colonie's greatest natural asset.

The Study Area is impacted by adjacent land use features, including the Albany
International Airport and on-going residential and commercial development sottte

Along with the natural areas along the immediate waterfront area, the nosjuising
land use features are the various public uses and significant areas of undevelbped la
The recreational uses include The Town Park, a bike path running the east-whstflengt
the study area, and the private Mill Road golf course open to the public. Other publ
facilities include the water and sewer treatment facilities, the tamdfill, and the

former water treatment facility. Of all the land uses in the study ardakiheath is the
single most significant and unifying land use feature, and provides the p ot@ntial f
increased public access to the river.

The study area adjacent to the waterfront or immediately south of the bike padiesnc
more than a dozen moderate to large-size undeveloped parcels of land centogen its
and rural character. Most of these parcels are wooded, while a few largestifor
agriculture. The future use of these parcels is a key land use issue.

Approximately one-third of the waterfront area is currently developed ascamisitted

to residential use. This includes a combination of houses, undeveloped residential lots
and a 300-unit residential development, known as Shelter Cove, in the final stages of
planning approval. These developments offer virtually no opportunities for public
recreation or commercial development.

Commercial development along the waterfront consists of two activeé@maxinas and
one abandoned marina west of the Crescent Bridge. Otherwise, commercigh derg|
in the study area is limited to office uses alongthe route 7 and route 9 corridors. In
addition, there is one area of active gravel mining adjacent to the Delghceék

north of Pollack Road.
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3. PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

The study area has a number of recreational resources and existing areas e
public access, most notably the Town Park and bike path. At the same timeette is
a need for improved public access, particularly to the Mohawk River. For exapte,
while the bike path could be a primary tool for access to and promotion of the
waterfront, the river is really only visible atits western end and tlen intermittently
to where the Shaker Creek enters the niver. Further, the bike pétis somewhat
isolated from other town recreation opportunities, except the Town Parkand does
not offer key facilites such as information points and restrooms. Thedil does not
connect well with the river--failing to link users to accessibl@areas on the water's
edge and does not offer vistas over the river due to dense areas of adjacent
vegetation. Overall the bike path has good use and there is significant awaess of
its value, but there is a general view that the Mohawk waterfront is not viieknown.

More generally, there are three official access points to the M ohawkvdten the
town and study area:

1. Freddie's Park is a small park at the extreme northern boundary of the town.
Located between Route 9 and Albany Marine on the south side of the
Crescent Bridge, the park is at the southern end of what was the aqueduct that
carried the Erie Canal over the Mohawk river into Crescent in Saratoga
County. Car top boats can be launched using the remnant stonework or the
gravel shoreline. Freddie's Park is a popular fishing spot.

2. Colonie Town Park is a 150 acre park which includes an Olympic size
swimming pool, tennis courts, ball fields, picnic tables and pavilions, hiking
trails and a boat launch site for the Mohawk River. Use of the boat launch,
however, is limited to kayaks and canoes due to siltation and invasive aquatic
plants. The park protects a good range of habitats including mature secondary
deciduous woodland, ponds and other wetland habitats, and the rocky river
shore exposes the underlying geology.

3. The Bike Path is part of the statewide Canalway Trail from Buffalo to
Albany--a 340 mile linear park, or Greenway. The entire Erie Canal corridor
has been given National Heritage Corridor status by the National Park
Service. The Town of Colonie maintains all of the 7.4 miles of trail within its
boundary and the paved pathway provides a fine opportunity for disabled
individuals to enjoy the out-of-doors.

There is one stretch of the bike path that is in poor repair and unsafe. The portion of the
path that traverses sections of Island View Road and Dunsbach Ferry Road neanthe T
Bridges is substandard. There are no bike lane markings, the shoulders are rough and
inadequate, and the signage is incomplete. The result is this part of theyrdtlersily

and potentially dangerous for bicyclists and unusable by roller bladers and others.
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There are opportunities for improved public access and recreational op pestimihe
study area. The Canal Corporation owns significant stretches of the waiénfrioiling
a parcel adjacent to the Crescent Bridge that has fallen into disuse. THhslanai®in
the river, which are also owned by the Canal Corporation, and could provide for low
intensity recreational use.

The town owned original water treatment facility is now used only for wiatesge and
transfer. The site is adjacent to the bike path and includes a small parkineystned
trail and benches. This site has several exciting public reuse opportunities

4. WATER FLOW, FLOODING & EROSION

The Mohawk River flows approximately 150 miles from west to east, finallytyangp

into the Hudson River at the City of Cohoes, several miles southeast from the Colonie
town line. The Mohawk is fed by waters from three upland areas: in the westhgom t
Tug Hill Plateau, in the north from the Adirondacks via West Canada Creek, and in the
south from the Catskills via Schoharie Creek. Six creeks feed into the M ohdwk wit
the Town of Colonie.

Before construction of the New York State Barge Canal (Erie Canal) the Mohawk was
much shallower and faster movingriver. Construction of the locks on the canal, which
uses the riverbed for much of its channel, effectively changed the river intesacferi

long, narrow lakes. Recreational craft now comprise the bulk of canal tratiiboaters
sharing the waterway with local fishermen and water skiers. Heavily @abilutp ast
decades, the river is now listed as Class A, thanks to intensive clean-up aftbtte
installation of sewage treatment plants in communities along its banks. The/klisha
the primary water source for the Town of Colonie.

In an article entitled "Historical Record of Flooding on Mohawk River, New York", John
Garver and John Gara (Union College Geology Department) report on river flow data
from the dam in Cohoes, NY which officered uninterrupted data from 1917 to 1996. "As
New York rediscovers this water resource for its recreational and aesdlegcmuch is

at stake. It is imperative that the state and its municipalities unaiersta river's

geologic history in order to guide wise investment and planning in the future." The
authors state that their study suggests that the number of flooding eventsasitrg

Sixty percent of the top twenty water flows were in the last fpegrs, including three of
the four of the all time high flow rates. "The data suggest that it would probablsée wi
to plan for flooding before investing...All too often, it is seen that development has
proceeded in flood plains without regard to the destructive potential of the rivemda t
especially apparent in the Town of Colonie above lock 6 with conversion of former
camps to year-round homes. Indeed the data points out that the river's floodapistenti

on the rise and this needs to be an integral part of planning any and all developmgnt al
the waterfront.
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As noted, the "canalizing" of the Mohawk River has forever changed the nature of its
water flow. Its flow rate in many areas along the town's waterfront has lzesgicalty
reduced causing greatly increased siltation and invasive plant growth. Dhd#&®os

are added to by the constant flows from the river's various tributaries, includireg thos
(Shaker Creek, the Delphuskill, etc.) entering the river within the Town of Colonie's
boundaries. As a consequence, all the more important is the town's initiative to
implement the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPD&BnSNater
Phase Il program. The 6 minimum Best Management Practices (BM P}laeecate of
the program, and critical to its success.

5. NAVIGATION & DREDGING

The waterway along the Town of Colonie's ten miles of river is the widest inithe Er

Canal system--recall mention of the waterway resembling long, narkew ilmsome

areas. Historically, the water on either side of the navigational channel hassledea

lake for recreational boating, fishing, and other water sports. The navigati@amale| is
dredged to maintain a depth of fourteen feet. As a result of natural run off, natural
disasters, increased demand of water for electrical power and debris ffoovimthe

west, the Colonie waterfront area has become full of silt and invasive pdarthgrThe
channel itself has been narrowed: buoys have been moved closer together. The narrowed
channel causes a dangerous situation for larger boats when they are passidgeeach ot
The silt build-up and weed encroachment have made the boat launches almost unusable.
The launch at the Colonie Town Park suffers badly from the low water level. The
existence of the two remaining marinas on the town's waterfront is threatened

significant number of marina slips at both locations have been taken out of service due t
shallow water and plant growth.

Overall, these conditions result in poor and deteriorating boat access to the higer. T
current management of the river and canal system is failing to protediitalrzend
recreational values from the impacts of siltation and invasive weeds. Atedenptime
there is even some confusion over responsibilities for different aspectsrof rive
management. The Canal Corporation only accepts responsibility for dredgneg i
navigation channel. However, it is because of the canal's existence that thdlowes
as it is, which allows for siltation and weed growth to occur.

The result is something of a no man's land between the riverbanks and the navigation
channel. In effect, there is a canal sitting in the center of a slowly siltierg Without
intervention, the local community and river-based businesses risk beingdefiestron

the riverbanks without any real recreational access to the water. In ordeufer fut
generations to enjoy the waterfront, action must be taken with regard to rednding
removing silt from the river and improving management of the invasive aqpaties.
Preventing silt from entering the system as a result of poor land managenaetides is

more cost effective in the long run than dredging the silt out. But even before preventing
silt can be effective, there must be a strategy for removing the silt froonitibal areas

of concern.
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6. WATER USE

As described in the "Water Flow, Flooding & Erosion"” section of this Inventory &
Analysis, the canalizing and construction of locks on the Mohawk River along the
Colonie waterfront effectively changed the river into a series of longw dakes.

These lake-like sections of the river, which are unique to the immediate areq ttave
past provided for significant and diverse recreational use of the water. $\duat |
unfortunate is that at the same time communities are rediscovering ttexwayas and
more people are enthusiastic about being on the water, recreational use ofrthe rive
through Colonie is seriously threatened. The threats are in the form of incrdtasied Si
making the river shallower and invasive aquatic weed growth both makin ¢ r@cata
use of the water impossible in certain areas.

There are several obvious examples of the current limitations on water use. wirhe To
Park offers various waterfront recreation facilities such as a piceag lamat ramp and

dock. Use of the boat ramp and dock are now limited to kayaks, canoes and other small
watercraft because of siltation and invasive aquatic plants.

Use of the two private marinas on the waterfront has been severely limitegmt re

years. The launching and docking of boats has been severely affected by siltation and
invasive plants. If no significant action is taken these problems could make thasmar
unusable within the next few years. Specifically, one of the marinas hadyairaéto
abandon over one-third of their docking space.

There are other constraints to water use. The waterfront south of the Cizaiceand
parallel to Cohoes Road is narrow and steep. The swift moving water immedieitety
the dam poses a health and safety risk and makes the area unsuitable for boating and
swimming. New York Power Authority has a small public fishing area imabeli

below the dam. This park has poor pedestrian and vehicle access with limited
opportunities for improvements.

In spite of the obstacles, there remains great interest and p otentiatéasing water
use, but the problems of siltation and invasive aquatic weed growth must be addressed.

Rowingin a shell type boat has grown along both the Mohawk and Hudson Rivers. The
general area is known as a major source of scholastic and collegiatg emdiit has

been said that this is the fourth largest area for scholastic rowing in thesl ($dttes.

During the spring and fall there are local regattas on the Mohawk which étranst

from a 150 mile radius. However, the Town of Colonie does not have any access for
rowing at the present time. The Shaker High School team, which is town basedutows
of the Albany boathouse on the Hudson River. Siena College, located in the Town of
Colonie, rows out of the Niskayuna Boat House west of Colonie's waterfront.
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Paddlingis fast becoming a very popular activity onthe Mohawk. The onialoffic
paddling club in the area known as the Adirondack Mountain Club paddles canoes and
kayaks on a regular basis. They have approximatley 100 members who reguldnly use t
local waterways. They estimate that there may be as many as 500 to 1000 kayhkers a
canoeists who use the Mohawk River over the course of the rowable season. The Boat
House in Niskayuna provides rentals and classes on the river.

There is potential to promote the natural values of the river and watersidg $abifp art

of the recreational experience. Opportunities to see wildlife and enjoyahspaces are
important and can help to foster a feeling of care and stewardship withomhauaity .
The waterfront is valued for its attractive, natural and unspoiled app earance el for
recreational opportunities it provides. Atthe present time, however, nesapefeel the
waterfront has deteriorated significantly due to the changes in water ladedp gead of
the weeds. Something has to be done to remedy the situation in order to sustain and
expand recreational use of the river.

7. EXISTING ZONING

The current zoning ordinance allows significant residential and commer cidbplenent
that will likely conflict with the community’s vision for the study area ad askhe
objectives of the Waterfront Revitalization Program.

Zoningin general is utilized to protect existing development and toiseahild preserve
property values. The goal and objective is to take into consideration both existing land
use patterns and the desired future land use patterns.

Approximately one-third of the waterfront is currently developed as resatlasg. There

are also numerous small to moderate sized undeveloped parcels which will probably be
developed into single family homes. Additionally, there are many existingscanmp

small houses.

Commercial development along the waterfront consists of two privateasar
Opportunities for further commercial development along the waterfrontratred.

8. LAND OWNERSHIP PATTERNS

Existing development and land ownership patterns along the Mohawk River waterfront
limit the opportunities for future development. Numerous small and a few modieeate s
undeveloped parcels still exist along the waterfront.

The Town owns land that includes several miles of waterfront.

Commercial development consists of two private marinas: Blaine's Bayndand
Albany Marine Service.
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9. INFRASTRUCTURE

Colonie has an extensive network of infrastructure that covers most of the aveterfr
area. However, much of the study area east of I-87 lacks access to public séwes, a
northerly portion of the study area along Loudon Road lacks sufficient existblig p
water capacity to service substantial new development.

With additional substantial residential and commercial development in tleefrwat
area there will be a need to significantly improve the local road network.

Two of the largest facilities in the study area are the town’s preséert arad sewer
treatment plants and the town’s original water treatment plant on Rivdnigoeh has
been removed from service.

The need for major infrastructure improvements in the future will depend on the ofature
new development in the study area, in particular, the nature and level of intensiyy of a
additional recreational and/or commercially related development. The cost of
infrastructure improvements needed to service new development are generallgyborne
the developer.

10. TOPOGRAPHY

The terrain of the study area is flat or gently rolling except for sestrep slopes down
to the riverfront lowland. These slopes represent a significant portion siftithe area;
their importance should be recognized and taken into consideration in the planning
process. Undeveloped areas with slopes, unless they are vegetated, haier a gre
potential for erosion and drainage problems than properly developed parcels

While being prone to erosion, these very same areas provide important natai@hfunc
such as aquifer recharge and wildlife habitat.

11. WATER QUALITY

In order for future generations to enjoy the waterfront, improvements to reducing and
removing silts from the river, and improving management of invasive aquatiesaee
needed.

Preventing silt from entering the system is very important. It is licelye more cost

effective to stop silt and other material from entering the river systéne first place
than dredging the silt out of the river.
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Past studies have identified a number of locations that were point sourcéisaiod si
highlighted areas vulnerable to soil erosion. Also, management practibesssiiose
contained in the report entitled, Town of Colonie NPDES Storm Water Phase Il
Permitting, will reduce storm water runoff and erosion.

It is important to recognize that the existing tributary buffers may loeduete to fully
protect individual tributaries and ultimately the protection of the M ohaw&rRin
particular, steep-sided gullies or ravines may require increasedlsetBtudies have
demonstrated that buffers from 150 to 280 feet may be necessary in problem areas.

The Mohawk River has problems with some non-native plant species which grow both
within the river and the associated wetland habitats. These non-native plaed speci
include the Water Chestnut and the Eurasian Miffoil.

12. NATURAL RESOURCES

The Mohawk River and its tributaries remain Colonie’s greatest naturtl aseeiver
ecosystem, its wetland habitats, tributaries and woodlands are a valu akdd nreatwrce,

which is vulnerable and easily damaged. Changes to land and river management, land use
and development in general, are having impacts on wildlife and habitats.

Sand and gravel pits are located in the eastern portion of the study area. The sigroundi
residential neighbors view these operations as an inconsistent and incompatibkela

13. SIGNIFICANT FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITATS

There are limited opportunities on the waterfront for such activities aagawbs and
fishing. At present, local rowing clubs have to drive some distance to get rivesacce
Fishing is a very popular recreation activity, with major events like tee Blasters
fishing contest taking place on the river.

Areas such as Ashford Glen as well as other protected spaces (SEAM A Are
valued open spaces, habitat and important view sheds.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Town’s landfill occupies a % mile segment of the waterfront immediatedy of

Cohoes Road and east of route 9. The landfill has a projected life span of 15 years. At
present, environmental engineers believe the reclaimed portion of the laridbif eri

few opportunities for development because of methane and other environmental hazards.

The reclaimed portions of the landfill are currently planted in grass ancapyteof
place with the surrounding tree-covered landscape. Also, local business people and
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residents complain about the smell coming from the landfill.

The mining of sand and gravel pits located in the study area is an Industnati@pe
which the surrounding residential neighbors view as an inconsistent and incompatible
land use. Regardingthese Industrial Operations The Town of Colonie has jonsidict
regulate traffic safety matters such as access from public highwayising sites, traffic
operations, speed, noise and dust control.

Appropriate and substantial buffers should be provided between these mining operations
should they continue to operate in existing as well as future residentml area

15. SCENIC RESOURCES

Much of the land adjacent to Colonie’s M ohawk riverfront remains undeveloped, and
provides scenic views from the river and adjacent areas. Specific resoline

include a substantial wetland area at the westerly end of the study areacties Verry
Preserve in Clifton Park on the north side of the river, the Town Park, and several
undeveloped islands. Views from the river could be jeopardized by development of
adjacent lands within the viewshed.

The river itself is a significant scenic resource, visible both from diredjacent lands

and more distant properties on the surrounding slopes, as well as from the towrtltbike pa
and at the Northway crossing, which is traversed by tens of thousands of users each day.
Visibility of the river has to some extent decreased over the years due to thie gfowt
successional vegetation on former farm lands. Views could be restored by selective
clearing at key locations, including areas along the bike path.

16. IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS

While the Town was once primarily a farming community, agriculture has
diminished in importance as residential and commercial developant have
increased and small farms have become less economically viable. Howetlee
study area contains a number of properties in active agricultural use, mosf which
are within the Albany County Agricultural District, a designation which confers tax
exemptions and other benefits on the land owners. These indude:

Orlop, 4070 River Road (truck farm)

Russell, 24 Buhrmaster Road (Christmas tree farm)
Buhrmaster, 4120 River Road and 9 Buhrmaster Road (corn)
Wunderlich, 185-187 Forts Ferry Road (corn)

Oreshan, 1242 Loudon Road (truck farm)

Miller, 1266 Loudon Road (nursery and landscape business)
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Together, these properties comprise over 200 acres. Their long-terntyv ifawili
agricultural use is threatened by the potential economic incentive for thesoworsell

the land for development. For similar reasons, it is unlikely that any undeveloped land
that is not currently used for agricultural purposes will be converted to suththee
future.
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APPENDIX C

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, the leadingecaf water
quality degradation is nonpoint source pollution (NPS), defined as rfrooff lawns,

farms, cities and highways, as well as leachate from sgptic systems and landfills.
Over 60 percent of pollution in U.S. waterways comes from these sources. As the nation
has become more and more aware of the scarcity of clean awatitable for human
consumption, the management of nonpoint sources of pollution has become a priority.

Watershed protection is the first and most fundamental stegwamparehensive
approach to protecting drinking water. Functioning watersheds fibllutants and
moderate threats to water quality by slowing surface runoff and incre agimgittration
of water into the soil. The resul is less flooding and soili@noscleaner water, and
greater groundwater reserves. A study of 27 water supphe2®02 by the Trust for
Public Land found that more forest cover in a watershed results er togatment costs
for drinking water. For every 10 percent increase in forest dovéne source area,
treatment and chemical costs decreased approximately 20 p emerdpproximately 50
to 55 % of the variation in treatment costs can be explained bygettentage of forest
cover in the source area.

The impact of nonpoint source pollution (defined above) on the quality of
untreated water depends on several factors, including the amount of pollutandgsbgarrie

runoff (pollutant load) and the pathway the water takes when it flows thittegsource
area. If water flows quickly over the surface of the land, most of the pollutaratsies
will reach the main body of water. If the water flows mor@my or infiltrates the
ground, more of the pollutants will be filtered out, either by adheringto plants awd soll
by being absorbed through plants’ root systems. According to a stufdynped by the
U.S. Geologic Survey, an average of 52 percent of stream flow natianalrovided by
groundwater. In a watershed with natural groundcover, about 50 percent of pieaipita
infiltrates the ground and only about 10 percent flows over the land surface as runoff. In
a watershed with a great deal of develop ment—with asphalt, for examplejrrgptauch
natural vegetation, about 15 percent infiltrates and approximatelyetfent becomes
surface runoff, carrying sediments and pollutants to, in the case dfawn of Colonie,
the Mohawk River.

See “Protecting the Source: Land Conservation and the Future eficas Drinking
Water”, a publication by the Trust for Public Land and AmericanteéwaVorks
Association._www.tpl.org/publications
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