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THE PROPOSED PROJECT OF BERKSHI RE BANK
628 LOUDON ROAD — REVI EW AND ACTI ON ON SEQRA
AND CONCEPT ACCEPTANCE
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THE TAPED AND TRANSCRI BED M NUTES of the above
entitled proceedi ng BY NANCY STRANG VANDEBOGART
commenci ng on Decenber 15, 2009 at 7:01 p.m at the
Public Operations Center 347 A d N skayuna Road,
Lat ham New York 12110
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JEAN DONOVAN, CHAI RPERSON
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Al so present:

Joe LaC vita, Director, Planning and Econom c
Devel opnent

Brad Grant, Barton & Logui dice
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Associ ates, LLC
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CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  The first itemon
our agenda this evening is Berkshire Bank
which is |listed as 628 Loudon Road.

We do have sonething in our records here
from police conmunications that says based on
t he proposed plan this should be addressed as
630 Loudon Road. The proposed retail, which
guess would cone later, would be 628. The
address, you'll have to change for police
communi cations to 630 Loudon Road.

Toni ght we’re | ooking at revi ew and
action on SEQRA which we’re not going to take
but we’'re going to | ook at the concept
acceptance of this project. This was by Bohl er
Engi neeri ng.

Brad, would you prefer Bohler to give
their presentation first? Is that what you
woul d I'i ke?

MR GRANT: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Brad from Barton
and Loguidice is the town designated engi neer
that is assigned to this project and revi ews
it on behalf of the town.

MR. CLEARY: Thank you, Madam Chair man.

My nane is Dan Cleary. |I'm from Bohl er
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Engi neering and I’ mrepresenti ng New Loudon
Road Associ ates and Ber kshire Bank.

Toni ght we’re here to tal k about the
proposed Berkshire Bank on the corner of
New Loudon Road and d ennon Road. The bank is
| ocated on the area which is now a | ow area;
an open field with a billboard init. It’'s a
grassed area. Most people are famliar with
it. It’s next to the mniature golf course and
the driving range is just down the street and
then there’'s Hof fman’ s Pl ayl and.

The buil di ng occupi es just under an
acre’s worth of property right on the corner.
It’s a 2,500 square foot plus or m nus
building with 1,200 square foot canopy wth
three drive-thru | anes. There are just over 20
par ki ng spaces associated with the site. Here
is the | andscaped plan. You can see the green
area here in front (Indicating), going along
the road. There is sone green area along the
side. There is an access proposed off of
@ ennon Road to all ow access into the bank and
eventual |y access into the remaining parts of
t he devel opnent, as devel oped over tine. There

is also a proposed access onto New Loudon Road
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whi ch we are proposing as a full access
driveway at this point (Indicating). DOT has
| ooked at it and at this point they are
willing to accept the full access driveway
her e.

W wiill collect the water fromthis site
and we will treat it and detain it and
eventually pipe it into alowareainthis
area (Indicating) which will then transmt it
down to a streamin a wetland area farther to
the rear of the property. It’s down here past
the driving range.

Again, the project is a small conmunity
bank with drive-thru traffic that this
particul ar buil ding generates. The busiest
time will be in the afternoon and the proposed
trip generation for this would be simlar to
16 to 18 cars going to and fromthe bank.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Sir, this is part
of a much larger, New Loudon Village or Loudon
Village. This lot is going to be separate
t hough; is that correct?

MR. CLEARY: That's correct. That's a
separate lot; 630 Loudon Road. It’s currently

under | ease with Berkshire Bank.
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CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: Al t hough it’s
connected to the project, it’s a separate
par cel

MR. CLEARY: That's right. W showed this
addi tional building here (Indicating) just to
show how the two projects interact.

There were sonme issues — a wavier from
the board on setback. It was inportant to show
t he parking and al so how t he access
interrel ates between the two properties. Right
now, what we’'re proposing is sinply the 2,500
square foot bank on that |ot.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Brad, am |
confused? They need a parking waiver? Do they
need a wai ver on the pavenent?

MR, GRANT: [It’'s the side yard setback.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: A pavenent wai ver,
right? They need a pavenent wavier, too?

MR. GRANT: | don’t believe so.

MR. CLEARY: Zoning calls for a 10 foot
setback fromthe side |ine. Because of the
integration of the devel opnent, the planning
fol ks wanted us to kind of consolidate these
two things. So, we’'re asking that we coul d

bring parking right up to the edge of the
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property.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  So it’s a parking
wai ver. No variances are needed because the
bui l ding confornms, is that correct?

MR. CLEARY: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Brad, do you want
to respond?

MR. GRANT: |’mnot going to read
verbatimfromthe letter that you have, but
"Il go over sone of the highpoints.

In the comment letter, we reviewed the
foll owi ng docunents: project narrative, SEQRA
envi ronnental short form an archeol ogi cal
summary, feasibility study, site plan
application, the comercial zoning
verification fromthe Pl anni ng Departnent and
the Al bany County Pl anning Board notification.

They al so reviewed the project. They had
sone reconmendati ons.

Aletter fromthe Capital District
Transportation Authority also weighed in on
this project. Dan referred to it as a letter
from DOT and Mark Kennedy. That’'s al so
encl osed in that packet. There are nunerous

departnmental nenoranduns on their review

Legal Transcription
518-542- 7699
518-374- 1061




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

project. Lastly, there were two plan sheets;
the site analysis and the existing conditions
plan and the site plan. It didn’'t make the
list, but also were the elevation and the

11 by 17 site plan of what is known as

New Loudon Village. It’s not part of this
project, but germane to what’s com ng.

The first part of the letter discusses
the project narrative.

The first itemis tal king about the
drai nage. The drai nage does cone in a
southerly direction between the existing
facilities that are here (Indicating) and then
the Hof fman’s Pl ayl and. Essentially this
dr ai nage noves through the site and to a
wet | ands systemto the south.

W dlike to see a little nore discussion
in the narrative regardi ng the adequacy of the
facilities to receive the drainage fromthis
project. As part of their SWPPP stornmat er
managenent plan, they will treat the water
qual ity volunme and the drainage fromtheir
site. They are actually below the threshold
for quantity.

In the DOT |letter there was sone
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reference to sone existing drai nage probl ens,
nmore or less along Route 9. | don’t suspect
that this will have any undue effect on that,
but we would like to see sone discussion with
that and sonme coordination with DOT to
determ ne the extent of the nature of those
exi sting issues.

Two deals with the cross access and
easenment, also referred to in the DOT letter
Essentially, there would need to be a
per manent easenent that would allow traffic
from New Loudon Village and also utilize this
i ngress and egress out to Route 9.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  That’'s the DOT
egress, right Brad?

MR. GRANT: Right. That was under ot her
town comments and ot her agency comments. |
didn’t see anything on the plan, but | think
that it’s a known issue. It also discusses the
wai vers fromthe setbacks fromthe design
st andar d.

Itemthree tal ks about the front yard
set back. There was a note in this nmenorandum
whi ch states that there would not be a design

standard setback for the front yard as it is
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not necessary.

The one thing that does exist out in the
front is an existing 30 foot sanitary sewer
easenment. They are |ocated within those
easements.

Later on in the letter we tal k about
pl antings wthin that easenent.

Any surface inprovenents within these, we
need to have a hold harml ess agreenent. The
town woul d need to be able to go in and repair
the sewer and not be obligated to fix any
physi cal inprovenents fromthe devel oper.

MR, NARDACCI: Brad, what’s the proposed
| andscapi ng?

MR. GRANT: The plan didn't necessarily
have a pl anting schedul e.

The | andscape pl an has been devel oped
since then, Dan?

MR. CLEARY: Yes. It’s not on the
concept, but that is the actual |andscape
pl an.

MR. NARDACCI: Can the applicant explain
what the plants are?

MR. CLEARY: Essentially we have snal

pl ants. W are not proposing any deep rooted
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10

trees or large trees in the front because of
the easenent. There are basically shrub-type
plants. There's a grass area here (Indicating)
and there are ornanental shrubberies around
the building in this area. There will be birch
trees and red maples — things of that nature
around the property. Again, there wll
traditional plantings around the buil ding.

MR. NARDACCI: So you' re saying | ow
ground | evel ?

MR. CLEARY: Right. You can’t have
anything too large to effect the sight
di stance with the easenent and everything
el se.

MR. GRANT: The plan speaks about the
10 foot m ni mum par ki ng setback and side | ot
line. It was al so discussed in the Planning
Departnent’s nmenorandum W woul d recomend
t hat wai ver be granted. Banks are often have
an island within mall parking lots. This isn’t
a mall that we’'re tal king about, however.

The fifth itemtal ks about the sidewal ks.
There is a crosswal k shown here (Indicating).
There are no sidewal ks here now. There has

been a recommendati on by a nunber of parties
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t hat sidewal ks be provided as part of this
project. There are al so crosswal ks shown

here (Indicating). For connectively there are
reasons to have sidewal ks, particularly in
this area.

As devel opnents cone in, there is an
opportunity to connect to them The town is
desirous to have sidewal ks.

As such in the discussion here we'd |ike
sonme additional section of an area that
basically appeals to that subject.

The sixth itemis tal king about the
actual ingress and egress on Route 9. In your
package is a letter from Mark Kennedy. They
are in support of an intersection here as |ong
as that easenent is obtained. In other words,
they wouldn’'t do this for just a bank
property. It would have to be nore traffic
using this and the pernmanent easenent to nake
it worthwhile.

| expressed sone concerns in here froma
st andpoi nt of the sketch plan needing this.
There were concerns by sone of the board
menbers about people crossing the street and

getting out to Route 9 when it’s very busy.
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You have to cross a nunber of |anes of traffic
to go in the opposite direction. It’s not

i nconcei vabl e that this would be just for a
right turn only as other entrances would cone
as part of the New Loudon Vill age pl an.

DOT was generally supportive of it, if
they had that pernmanent easenent shown. Again,
there was a di scussi on about the incentives
for turning left and going north on Route 9.

The SEQRA form was included in your
packets. The date in there appears accurate,
as stated. There was a part two short form
section from Pl anni ng determ ning that the
proposed action will not result in significant
adverse environnental inpacts and we concur
with that.

Buf fering and | andscaping and |ighting
are |unped together. We talked a little bit
about the | andscapi ng. The particul ar concern
is that there is a residence right in back of
t he proposed bank property. It does sit up
quite a bit inrelation to elevation. There is
a nice size hill that goes up here
(I'ndicating). There are sone white pines that

are proposed in this area. We would like to
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see that supplenmented with sone nore plantings
of evergreens or sonething that will provide
screeni ng year round.

Wth regard to lighting — to incorporate
only down-style lighting so that there is not
a lot of [ight pollution beyond the site,
particularly out to Route 9 or the neighboring
properties.

We al ready di scussed the proposed
pl anti ngs and the sanitary sewer easenent and
that we didn't want to see it with deep rooted
trees there.

The water sanitary sewer and stormiater
managenent — we’'ve lunped the utilities
t oget her and had all the departnents weigh in
on the proposal. Essentially, there were no
significant issues. Wth the stormnater, we
tal ked about infiltration here. There was a
stormnvater feasibility anal ysis.

Dan, has this always been the area
desi gnated for stormater?

MR. CLEARY: Yes.

MR, GRANT: There was a Hi ghway
Departnment neno. There is a concave gutter up

al ong the side of dennon Road and they're
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| ooking for the applicant to address sone

dr ai nage concerns there. That woul d have to be
interrupted for a new intersection and a new
entry out onto G ennon Road. That woul d be

i nterrupted.

There are a couple of catch basin
structures and sone curving and there was sone
di scussi on about elimnating the concave
gutter and tying into a structure sonmewhere
out here (Indicating).

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  There woul dn’t be
any drai nage problens on d ennon?

MR. GRANT: | didn't get the sense that
there were existing drai nage problens here. It
was just the fact that the crosssection has to
be interrupted and they were | ooking to get
swal e drai nage for positively draining right
into the pipe system The neno didn’t discuss
anyt hi ng about drai nage probl ens.

The | ast comment was about the people in
t he various departnments. They are nore than
wlling to sit down with an applicant after
going and finalizing plans at a prelimnary or
final stage to discuss utility issues. In this

case, | would not foresee a lot of utility
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i ssues. Pure Waters discusses what is going to
happen.

Earlier on there was a comment on a
two-inch service being showmn. At this point, I
don’'t think, Dan, that the architectural plans
necessarily show a sprinkler system The
buil ding code is noving in that direction.
Wher ever possi ble, we encourage people to
consider putting in a sprinkler system and
particularly a building full of noney. The
| ast comment was to recommend that their
engi neer neet with the various departnents.
That coul d be done in a day. Water probably
doesn’t have a lot of issues to talk about.

St or mmat er managenent is always a good idea to
meet with them and go over that.

| would recommend that the H ghway
Departnent discuss the turn into d ennon Road.

That’ s essentially it. Are there any
gquestions?

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | just want to make
sure that we follow through with what police
comuni cations wanted in relation to the
address of the lot. | would like the applicant

to get sone kind of concept acceptance to neke
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sure that he continues to work with NYS DOT in
relation to the ingress and egress on Route 9.

| know that CDTA had a coupl e of
coments. They' re | ooking for sidewal ks al ong
the site where it borders Loudon and G ennon
Road. | always say that they' re sidewal ks to
nowhere. |I’mnot sure where these sidewal ks
are going to go and who would have to maintain
them Wuld the town have to nmaintain these
sidewal ks if they' re built?

MR, GRANT: That's typically the formul a
One of the comments was asking that the
property owner naintain those. | think that’s
realistic because then we'll go into the
| arger project that is forthcom ng.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | know t hat
internally, they would have to maintain their
si dewal ks, but |’ munder the inpression that
CDTA is looking for the sidewal ks on Route 9
and d ennon. | know that is an added burden on
our Hi ghway Departnment to maintain these. |I'm
not sure that we want to go into the added
cost and expense of maintaining sone sidewal ks
in this small area.

MR, GRANT: | would tend to agree because
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this lot as it is -- as you stated, the
si dewal ks go to nowhere.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Well, the interna
wal ks need to be there.

Tom do you have any questions?

MR. NARDACCI: First of all just on the
si dewal ks issue: | knowthat it’s a hornet’s
nest sonetine when we start tal king about it,
but I think that definitely for the interna
project that it's the responsibility of the
applicant. | think that it’s very rel evant
considering the position and the pitch as a
new ur bani st project, which neans wal kabl e and
wal kabl e is not wal king and cutting through
parking lots. | think that should be part of
t he next pl an.

| do agree with the issue of sidewalks to
nowhere. There are certain parts of town where
si dewal ks make a | ot of sense and | think that
Route 9 is one of those areas, particularly
fromSiena to the circle. | think that’s part
of a larger discussion. It’'s a |arger
di scussion that the Town Board is going to
have to nmake the determ nati on on because of

the burden that it puts on the Town H ghway
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Departnment - or if they were to change the | aw
and nake property owners responsible. | just
wanted to speak to that point.

In regards to the | andscaping: | think
that as you drive down Route 9, one of the
reasons why Newton Plaza works so well is
because there are nice mature trees. As you
get further, the reason why Route 9 starts to
| ook downhill is because there is no
| andscapi ng. There is no green at all. People
just took green areas and just bl acktopped
them So | think that for projects that cone
up, we need to find a good bal ance between
site lines and traffic and security issues
with making it green.

The CHC committee asked with regards to
the mature trees that are on part of the
site — is there a plan to keep sone of those?
Have you revi ewed that coment ?

MR. CLEARY: Yes. The trees that are
onsite now are here on the slope right here
(I'ndicating). Most of the site is grass. There
are sone trees that are up along here. W're
pl anni ng on gradi ng back up into this area in

order to neet the grade, but we're trying to
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keep as nmuch vegetation up here as we can and
still make the grades.

MR. NARDACCI: | think that you have to
build the site but | think it would be great
if you could do what you can to retain
what ever you can.

Also, | think as you nove into final
having a pretty solid | andscaping plan is
inmportant. | just think that these are the
byways in town and | think that it’s an
i nportant feature that we need. The interior
greenspace i s inportant.

MR. CLEARY: W think that it’'s an
i nportant feature of the entire project.

MR. NARDACCI: You can | ook at the bank
that was recently built. It was a different
type of lot, but there is no green at all.
It’s blacktop up to the entrance. | think that
if you can maintain that, | think that’s good.

The ot her question that | had was with
regards to easenents. The whol e project that
we tal ked about is broken up into several
different parcels. The Hoffman’s own a certain
parcel . Fazzone owns a parcel. Who' s adj acent

to this parcel? Wio is the adjacent owner?
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MR. CLEARY: New Loudon Associates. Al
the Iand that woul d be affected by the project
is owed by them

MR. NARDACCI: Even this Berkshire
parcel ?

MR. CLEARY: Yes.

MR. NARDACCI: So is there anything that
has to happen with regards to the easenents?

MR. CLEARY: The utility easenents, the
Cross easenents, access easenents —

MR. NARDACCI: There is a grading
easenent al so that was discussed.

MR. CLEARY: That's a tenporary grade
easenent to allow if necessary to go onto the
property here (Indicating). W haven't nade
that final determnation. But if indeed you
need to do that, you would get a tenporary
easenent for that work.

MR. NARDACCI: That's all | had for right
now, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Ti nf?

MR. LANE: Just to mrror Tonmis conment,
| do entirely agree with calling for the
connectivity of the sidewal ks to the | arger

devel opnent which is going to be a PDD, from
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what | understand. Even if they don’t put it
in now and they do it by escrow and the rest
of the devel opnent cones through, it has to be
worked into the design. It has to be part of
the overall picture. This is just a node
that’s going to be part of the |arger picture
so it has to be viewed in that way.

| can’'t really see the elevation from
here, but there is always an issue for ne
regardi ng snow storage. It seens |ike you have
a fair anmount of greenspace. Do you see that
as being an issue at all?

MR, CLEARY: No. W actually have quite a
bit of the area available for snow. There is
not a | ot of pavenment here either. The ratio
to greenspace is pretty good.

MR LANE: | really like it.

As far as the architecture of the
building itself, would that reflect what is
going to happen in the overall developnent? Is
there a visual connection?

MR. FAZZONE: Generally, the bank was
concerned about keeping a brand design. It
woul d be slightly different fromtheir usual

brand. It would be either a stone water table
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or the entire thing would be stone. The roof
woul d be at |east a 45 year roof. The fence
al ong the road would al so be stone.

MR, LANE: But the idea is to make it fit

in.

MR. FAZZONE: Absolutely.

MR. LANE: And they keep their unique
| ook, but they still have a commonality.

MR. CLEARY: | happen to see the
architecture and they are kind of sticky with
this proposal of stone and the cl apboard.
There will be no alumnum It’s all going to
be real siding and real stone at the water
table and no cultured stone. The roof would be
nmost likely 50 year design. It’s called
Enviro-Tech. This will actually |ast |onger.

CHAlI RPERSON DONOVAN:  El ena?

M5. VAIDA: Most of ny questions have
been answered. | really |ike sidewal ks, even
on Route 9. | had asked our counsel to maybe
| ook into whether or not as a condition of the
project that we can nmake the property owner
responsi bl e for maintaining the sidewal ks t hat
are on Route 9. | just don’'t see why not,

unless it would contradi ct our Town Code. |
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don’t know if there is anything in the Town
Code about the sidewal ks and who mai ntains
t hem

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: We don’t have many
sidewal ks in the town. | know that the town
mai nt ai ns Sand Creek Road, but Sand Creek Road
is a town road.

MR. O ROURKE: Al bany- Shaker — we
mai nt ai n.

CHAl RPERSON DONOVAN:  Okay. Vell, ny
conversations with the H ghway Depart nment
indicated that this is somewhat of a burden to
do this. Fiscally, | don't know that this is
sonet hing that the town wants to undertake at
this point, but we certainly can | ook into
seeing if there is any way that the
mai nt enance of any sidewal ks —

M5. ELENA: Wen we add the sidewal ks, |
coul d see why we woul d have to be responsible
for them but it’s a new devel opnment and we’'re
asking for sidewal ks. It seens |ike they could
be responsible to naintain them

MR, LANE: Wen you say maintain, are you
just tal king about repairs or just in the

W nt er?
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VAI DA:  Bot h.
LANE: There is a big difference.

O ROURKE: Maintain is maintain

2 3 3 B

LANE: | just want to be cl ear about
it. It is a state road, but you can’t expect
the state is going to take care of it. The
state is going to throw their snowon it. |
don’t know if you can expect the town to chase
after the state.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: W’ ve tal ked about
the snow renoval on Route 9. They plow Route 9
and then the snow ends up on the sidewal ks.

MR. O ROURKE: Again, everyone, |I'mnot a
proponent of sidewal ks nornmally, but in this
case | think with the proximty of
Siena -- and | don’t know if anybody has ever
driven down Route 9, but there are Siena kids
all the tine on the sides of those roads. This
is one area that the town needs to put in
pl ace sonme infrastructure for those Kkids.
They’'re all going to Newton Plaza or they're
going to Stewarts and they’'re buying their
beer at the beverage mart. In terns of this
part of the town, | think that it’s inperative

that the town nake a decision for sidewal ks.
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This is one area, in ny estimation, that it
woul d be fiscally irresponsible to |let one kid
going to college get hit by a car because

t hey’ re wal ki ng over snow banks and those

ki nds of things.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  What nekes it even
nore difficult, CJ., is that nost of the area
that we’'re tal king about is already devel oped.

MR. O ROURKE: Jean, there is no doubt
about it. There is a bigger picture here and
as we | ook forward, the town has to take a
position that certainly this devel oper, as he
devel ops further along that stretch - one side
of the road absol utely needs sidewal ks, in ny
estimation. | nmean, we’'re doing it now by
Shaker — down by that way and certainly the
coll ege kids with nore freedom away from hone
are out on that road a heck of a ot nore than
t he hi gh school kids.

MR. NARDACCI: Jean, there have been
ot her projects that we have | ooked at on
Route 9 and | think that it was in the Boght
GEl S area that we had a di scussi on about
havi ng an escrow for sidewal ks. Was t hat

because it was in the GEIS? | wonder in a
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situation like this, if it’'s feasible to build
this one piece of sidewal k and maybe there is
sonmet hing that could be part of an escrow

MR. O ROURKE: Again, in nmy estimation,
even though it’s only three mles difference
down to the other side into the Boght, it’'s a
totally different area than that side of
Loudonvill e and that entranceway into the town
fromsouth on Route 9.

MR. NARDACCI: C J., | definitely agree
with you. There are areas in the town where
peopl e wal k. This is one of those areas that
they do every day. It’s nostly Siena students.
When Fresh Market goes in, there are probably
going to be sone students that wal k down to
Fresh Market. Down in that area where it’s
nmore highway, | think that people are wal ki ng
nor e.

MR. GRANT: Along Route 9 kind of ties
into sone other points. There are a | ot of
| anes to plow out here. It is narrow. Were do
| want pavenent? Putting a sidewalk in the
state right of way- their first concernis
going to be: Were is their snow storage going

to be? A possibility is on private property.
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MR O ROURKE: It’'s even one step
further. It's outside of the GEIS. This should
show everybody how inportant it is to devel op
smart devel opnent going forward so that there
is sone sort of mtigating fee so that the
t axpayer doesn’t eat this kind of stuff. This
devel oper is going to go in and devel op and
rightfully so. He bought the property and it’s
outside the GEIS. Yet, he’ s not paying the
mtigating fees and up the street a mle,
they’'re paying mtigating fees. So, we need to
ensure that there is escrow for these
sidewal ks, in ny estimation, on this project.
| believe that noreover the bigger picture is
for the town to develop fair standards across
the board for the GEIS and nmitigating fee
structure wthin the town.

MR, FAZZONE: | conpletely agree with you
on sone respects. | conpletely disagree on
others, but the sidewal k is hugely inportant
and Siena is working on that with their
students. Joe has been there wth them and |
have been there with them working on that
proj ect.

The problemw th taking the sidewal ks and
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burdeni ng the rest of the comerci al

devel opers doesn’t necessarily make sense
because it increases the burdens that it

al ready has. No, we're not in the airport GBI S
but maybe the solution mght be to have a
sidewal k GEIS from Siena down to the circle.
That woul d make nore sense because all of
those retailers are going to get a benefit
fromthat. It’s not just safe right now with
Si ena ki ds wal ki ng down Route 9. | think
that’s different than expanding the GEIS to
say every detail in the town or every portion
of the town should pay for that. They' re not
going to get that benefit over in the Boght
fromthese sidewal ks.

Li kewi se, we shouldn’t have to pay in
this area for the things that are bei ng done
to their part of the town because the inpact
fees and the mtigating fees go into the
purchase price. \Wen you buy sonething, it’s
automatically factored and the market system
| ooks at that and says, hey, this area doesn’t
have mitigation fees. The price of this parce
i s higher because of that. Because there are

no mtigation fees -- | think that mtigation
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fees shoul d be used but one idea would

be -- and we tal ked about this with Siena and
wi th them expandi ng across the street. They're
al nost to a corner maxi num anount. Maybe
having an i npact area that extends from
Maxwel | to maybe 155, as a separate tax for
retailers in this area so that they can put
nmoney into escrow to devel op that sidewal k
system and not make the other retailers in

Col oni e pay for that. That would be a separate
system W' re not opposed to that.

MR. O ROURKE: But the GEIS is area
specific. It’s supposed to be.

MR, FAZZONE: But based on inpact -

MR. O ROURKE: Correct, but airport
mtigation fees are supposed to be used within
that area. Again, | understand that you guys
have the nmgjority of that devel opnent. No, |
don’t want to burden you with putting the
si dewal ks in. That said, there has to be
soneway for the town to create sone sort of
revenue to nake the infrastructure for the
benefit of the taxpayers —

MR, FAZZONE: And we’'re not opposed.

W' re not opposed to sidewal ks. W |ike
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si dewal ks. W net with Siena and we’'d love to
do it. Sonmeone is going to get killed there.
Those areas there are dangerous. Qur problem
is that we're going to do it and wal ki ng down
the sidewal k there is no place to go and now
you' re wal king on private property again.

It has to be sonething where the town
says, if you have frontage on Route 9 fromthe
circle to Siena, you're going to pay tax into
this. W re willing to pay it. We're willing
to put sidewalks in — so that we can run those
si dewal ks from Siena to Fresh Market,
ot herwi se one of those kids is going to get
killed. They' re out there and wal king in the
road and there are no sidewal ks. We’re 100% i n
support of sidewal ks here.

MR O ROURKE: And it’s worse in the
winter wwth the snow

MR. FAZZONE: It’'s crazy. It’'s a totally
unsafe situation.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Who woul d mai nt ai n
it? Wuld the tax go to the maintenance of the
si dewal ks?

MR, FAZZONE: If we did it inside this

corridor, we could nake those retailers pay
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for it through the taxes.

MR. O ROURKE: That’'s a good i dea.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  That's interesting.
That m ght be sonething good to | ook into.

MR, FAZZONE: W' re not opposed to that.
|’ m sure that Newton Plaza wouldn’'t be opposed
to it.

One thing that | | ooked at was the
econom c inpact to the students. You ve got so
many students that are spending their noney in
this corridor and in a snowstormthey’'re
wal king in the mddle of the road in the dark
at 11: 00 at night. It’s just a matter of tine.
It’s irresponsible if we don’t correct that
sonmehow. | just think that the inpact areas
shoul d be | ooked at. Who is going to benefit
fromthe sidewal k? W are goi ng to because
we're right here (Indicating). Newton is going
to benefit and Fresh Market is going to
benefit. Al those in between should kick in a
proportionate share based upon their market
value to put sidewalks in and maintain it out
of that tax base. That’'s how it shoul d be
done. | don’t think the rest of the town

shoul d have to pay for it.
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CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Thank you

Il open it up to the public -

MR. O ROURKE: |’m not done yet.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Ch, okay, C.J.
isn’t done yet.

MR. O ROURKE: Wen was the last traffic

study in this area done?

MR. GRANT: | don’t know.
MR O ROURKE: | would be for a traffic
study. | travel this road quite frequently in

this area and the curb cut does bother ne. As

t he bi gger project goes forward with two curb

cuts, | would inmagi ne that DOT has a final
say. |'msure that’s going to be right turn in
and right turn out. If that is, I would |like

to see it right off the bat that way, instead
of changing it down the road.

The second thing which was touched on a
little bit was the DOT letter. 1'Il skip that.

The water main: Are we staying with the
two-inch or are you putting in the eight-inch
now?

MR. CLEARY: W’re not putting in the
eight-inch. This is just service for the bank.

There is a two-inch Iine proposed for the
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bank. W're tapping into an existing |ine.
That m ght be where you re getting the
eight-inch line from

MR. O ROURKE: W thin your Bohler
Engi neeri ng pi ece, Nunmber 6, eight-inch
di aneter water main nust be installed and your
answer was not applicable.

MR. CLEARY: That was for a | arger
devel opnent — for the residential devel opnment.

MR, O ROURKE: | do understand that. My
guestion is: Are you putting the eight-inch
main in before the easenent?

MR. CLEARY: No, we're tying into the
existing water line which is a two-inch |ine.

MR. O ROURKE: And then what is going to
occur with the eight-inch?

MR. CLEARY: Later on if the residential
pi ece goes forward, they’' ||l need additional
vol une. That’'s why the eight-inch was
originally contenplated by the water
departnment with their comments from DCC a year
ago.

MR. O ROURKE: Let ne ask you then: Wth
a two-inch line, is that enough for a wet

syst enf
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MR. CLEARY: Yes. That’s why we suggested
a two-inch line. W didn’'t know whet her they
were going to sprinkler the building or not.

MR OROURKE: |'d just like to nake a
comment. Because the code is noving that way,
| would certainly be in favor of seeing the
bui | di ng spri nkl er ed.

That’s all | have.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  These people were
here first thing so they can speak first. They
were here before we were tonight.

FROM THE FLOOR: | live on d ennon Road.
You speak about 80 cars going in and out to
t he bank. How will they get out? If you |ived
here | ong enough like I have, 52 years, this
road is the worst road in the Town of Col onie.
d ennon Road will not handle 80 cars on top of
the over 100 cars we already have.

When you tal k about Loudon Road and goi ng
back into it, you can't make a right hand turn
here (Indicating). You tal k about
traffic - you haven't seen traffic until
you’' ve been involved with it. You' re going to
have 200 cars comng in on dennon Road. This

isn’t a good plan.
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MR. GRANT: |’ve had personal experience
with trying to get out there and a | ot of
tinmes at the right tinme of day, you're
dependi ng on the courtesy that soneone w ||
et you in.

FROM THE FLOOR: |1’ve been there 52 years
and |1've seen all of that.

MR. CLEARY: | just want to clarify that
when | say 80 vehicle trips, they' re not cars.
There are 40 cars going in and out of here. In
terms of peak hour, it’s one trip in and one
trip out. Two tinmes four is eight. The reason
that we have the proposed connection here is
that in order for sone day to have
connectivity all the way down to potentially
the traffic light, this would actually benefit
fol ks from d ennon Road. They would be able to
come and go through the parking | ot here
(I'ndicating). It would save you time fromthe
way it is now.

FROM THE FLOOR  There are nore accidents
inthis two mle stretch of the city than any
ot her piece of roadway in the town.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Yes, sir.

MR WRIEDEN: My nane is Don Wieden and
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| live at 21 Gail Lane. dennon Road is quite
a steep slope. Wien you conme up and out of our
devel opnent, you’re blind until you crest the
sl ope and start down; then you can see what's
before you.

Al so, you have two comrercial properties
right across the street exiting onto d ennon
Road just about where that road is going to
conme out.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  When you say across
the street, you nean across d ennon?

MR. WRI EDEN:. Across G ennon Road. You
have a nedical facility there that has
nmeeti ngs. Wien they have a neeting, there are
cars parked on both sides of that road all the
way up our hill. This was proposed once before
when M. Hof fman was here and he nmade a
devel opnent going out onto G ennon Road.

After further review, it was said that
no, you cannot exit G ennon Road. First, it’s
a steep slope and if you get a snow storm you
better get a four-wheel drive vehicle to go up
that hill because until the plows cone, you
don't make it. That hill is that steep. You

can’t see and you can’t get out onto Route 9.
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Sonetinmes you sit there for ten mnutes at the
bottom of G ennon Road trying to get out onto
Rout e 9.

Now, | don’t care whether you say 40 cars
or 80 cars. You're going to add that to the
100 cars com ng out of that devel opnent up
there. You wll never get out onto that road.
Pl us, by com ng out d ennon Road, you're very
close to where Route 9 goes fromtwo |anes to
one | ane. That is where you have your
accidents. People will just not give. Now you
want to put nore cars com ng out that sane
area. That’s not going to work. You can’t have
a road going onto dennon Road because it’'s a
steep slope to begin with. Now you’ re asking
more traffic to go out onto it. What do the
| ocal residents do that |live there and can’'t
get out now?

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | know that we’'re
just | ooking at a bank now, but we know t hat
this bank is part of a whole picture. There is
no question that anybody who travels down
Route 9 and goes through this area knows that
there are traffic issues. There are traffic

issues fromRoute 9 to the city line to
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Saratoga. But in this area in particular
because there are only two | anes, there are a
| ot of problens.

As we continue to devel op down here, ny
fear is that as we go into the PDD, which is
going to be residential units plus nore
retail, the inpact is going to be even
greater. | don’t know what the solution is. |
know that there has got to be sonething that
is done not just for dennon Road but for al
the traffic out there.

MR. WRI EDEN: DOT has said that they wll
not put another |ight between the |Iight and
155 and the one by Newton Pl aza.

FROM THE FLOOR W did have a traffic
study. Soneone should have a record of it. |
spoke to the man that was sitting there from
the state and he told us that the state wll
never give you a red |ight there because of
Hof f man’ s devel opnent - and then there’s one
down at Bella Napoli. He said, you |l never
get ared light there. It doesn’'t matter what
goes in. W cannot get out of the devel opnent
Now.

MR LACIVITA: That's at the d ennon
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area?

FROM THE FLOOR: Yes, we asked for a red
[ight there.

The nedical facility has their neetings
all the tine. Wen we get a snow storm-- and
the Police Departnent has said to ne that they
have to do sonething. People are conpl ai ni ng.
I f you need an anbul ance or fire truck, it
will barely make it. They park on both sides
of the road of our devel opnent. They shoul dn’t
be there. Sonebody let themgo in there.

MR. VWRI EDEN: The town will not put up a
no parking sign because they said that it’s
not wwthin the legal ramfications for the
town to put a no parking sign on that hill.

FROM THE FLOOR: And now you want anot her
bunch of cars comng out. It's inpossible to
handl e that.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Sonewhere in that
huge pile of paperwork, | did have sonething
that tal ked briefly about H ghway Safety on
this project.

This is fromLieutenant Ken Pirro from
t he Hi ghway Safety Departnent. They net to

review this on October 20",
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The comm ttee questions the full access
entrance/exit on Route 9. The committee
noticed that when the foll owm ng phases of the
project are built that another |arger full
access entrance/exit will be placed just south
of this access. Wth two full access driveways
| ocated that close to each other, the
commttee feels that this will cause traffic
problens in the turning nedian on Route 9 and
within the parking |ot. However, this parking
lot is on State Route 9. State DOT will review
and deci de what accesses are to be built. The
commttee al so had concerns that crosswal ks
are depicted on the plans and they are not
connected to sidewal ks. Crosswal ks nust be
connected to sidewal ks. Either sidewal ks have
to be included in this project on both Route 9
and d ennon Road or crosswal ks shoul d be taken
of f the plans.

That is the H ghway Safety’s comments on
t his.

Brad, as this project goes along, we have
to be realistic and we have to know that this
is part of a larger plan. Maybe they're

breaking up this ot just to put the bank in.
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Maybe soneone would say 60 cars a day is not a
lot, but it actually is in this area. | think
that we’'re going to have to take a cl oser | ook
at the traffic. If this board, tonight,
deci des to grant any concept acceptance, it
wi |l be contingent on the fact that any
recomendations that cone fromthe state and
fromour traffic people will have to be
inplemented. It could be that there will not
be any access to 3 ennon Road. | don’t know.

MR, FAZZONE: Can | be heard just
briefly? We don’t disagree with the residents
here about taking a left turn all the way down
to Hof fman’s. The whol e idea of an access was
totie into the signal so that they could take
aleft turn. It’s not doable for the bank to
be there.

DOT says that they have no problemwth
full access on 9 and the people see that as a
probl em The problemis going to be if it
becones signalized at another date and then
everyone is going to cut through to get to
that signal. You can’'t take a left hand turn
fromd ennon all the way to Newton Pl aza. You

just can’t get out. It’s awful.
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CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | woul d |i ke Brad
to possibly neet with this applicant and Mark
Kennedy from DOT. He is our regional director.
This definitely is an issue.

MR. GRANT: | think that there is no
question for the |arger devel opnents of New
Loudon Village that a traffic study is going
to be nerited.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  But what |'m afraid
of is that if we allow the connector to
d ennon and then the | arger project cones into
play and then find out that it’s a problem
then we have a predicanent. That’'s why | woul d
like, if possible, to neet with DOT and see if
sone of this can be ironed out.

MR. GRANT: (Qbviously the New Loudon
Village plans aren’t conplete at this point,
but they are devel oped enough that there is a
plan or a footprint that -

MR, FAZZONE: DOT saw these plans a year
ago. They saw them again a few nonths ago. W
sat with Mark at DOT for a couple of hours.
They are aware of the problemon G ennon and
they are aware of the left turn problem

That’s why this was all designed so that they
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could get to the signal. It doesn’t help our
project at all because there is nobody com ng
fromdennon. It’'s not a pass through. No one
will want to take a left to go through there
because you can’t cone out anywhere.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  DOT reconmended
that the access be on @ ennon Road?

MR, FAZZONE: Because we are proposing a
signal at the main entrance.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  How far woul d t hat
be from & ennon Road?

MR. GRANT: It’s about 350 nore feet.

MR. CLEARY: Sonewhere near the mniature
gol f course.

MR. GRANT: | probably should read from
Mar k Kennedy’'s letter.

| tem nunber one: Plans show a proposed
access to Route 9 as well as access to the
adj oi ning d ennon Road. The property on the
mai n hi ghway al so fronts on and has access to
any other public street on the road —

And then it goes on.

The proposed bank with full nobvenent
access to Route 9 appears to be part of the

| arger Village of New Loudon proposed
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devel opnent. The departnment is willing to
consi der proposed access to Route 9 where the
bank is shown on the plan with a

comm t nent —

That’s where the permt easenent is that
where we’'re tal king about.

MR. NARDACCI: | think that it’s
inportant to begin a formal dial ogue between
the town and DOT directly so that we can get
information directly. | agree with C J. that
in looking at this large project, clearly, if
there is not a traffic study and there hasn’'t
been one done, we should find out if there was
in fact sonething done under a private
proj ect.

M ke, you don’t think that there is a
traffic study done of this area?

MR. LYONS: |’'mnot aware of one.

MR. NARDACCI: So we should start talking
about one bei ng done.

MR. FAZZONE: | just want to point out
what needs to be done to inprove d ennon Road
can’'t be shouldered by this lot. W’d rather
forgo the A ennon Road access. If the

residents think that it’'s a problem we don’t
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need it. Later on, we don’'t want to go back
out and cut that out. It doesn’'t nake any
di fference. For us to shoulder the traffic
study for this three-quarter acre lot, we'd
rather w thdraw that.

MR O ROURKE: Sir, you split the |ot
of f.

MR. FAZZONE: Right.

MR. O ROURKE: You have a bigger project.

MR. FAZZONE: No, it was a two-acre | ot
to start wth.

MR. O ROURKE: In the scope of your
devel opnent, you’'re going to have to pay for a
traffic study.

MR. FAZZONE: Absolutely.

MR LACIVITA: In the larger picture |
agree, but what | think that M. Fazzone is
saying is that DOT — and | think the
recommendation from Pl anning cane with the
connectivity of that road because there is
access across the street as well. So, again,
it’s recommendations to them but they don’t
need it for this project. For the |arger
project, they wll.

MR FAZZONE: We're not concerned about

Legal Transcription
518-542- 7699
518-374- 1061




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

46

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: Let’s put it this
way, if the board decides to grant concept
acceptance this evening, it’s not going to be
acceptance of the ingress and egress to
@ ennon. That’'s still part of the discussion
It could be in the future but -

MR. FAZZONE: Even if the board wanted to
grant concept, they could pass it at a later
date or withdraw it for whatever |ater date.

It really doesn’'t affect this project. It’s
not a pass-thru. No one is going to cone from
that way. There is no way to go up d ennon and
get anywhere. So it doesn’'t behoove anybody
fromour project to go out on that road.

MR. NARDACCI: This board has been very
consistent in taking a bigger picture approach
to devel opnent. You're in here specifically on
this bank proposal, but we did start this
di scussion. If we step back a few neetings in
| ooking at the overall plan, | think that
while a full traffic study doesn’t nake sense
for this type of parcel, certainly in terns of
the grand schene of things it’'s very relevant.

It has to be done.
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FROM THE FLOOR: All of you on the board
are famliar with this street, right?

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Ri ght.

FROM THE FLOOR  Just try sitting there
sonme norning, afternoon or night. On a Sunday
nmorni ng, you can’t get out to go to church.
But these people from DOT and these gentl enen,
they’ re maki ng recommendati ons and they don’t
know anyt hi ng about the nei ghborhood or the
nei ghbors and they don’t care. \What does DOT
know? They're sitting in their offices in
Al bany or wherever and naki ng these deci sions.

CHAlI RPERSON DONOVAN:  That’'s why we need
a study done with traffic counts and a little
nore detail than just an analysis from behind
a desk.

MR. NARDACCI: That's just what this
conversation is. W re hearing fromyou and
your 52 years living this and understandi ng
it. We're trying to take in what you’' re saying
and nediate with the devel oper. W’ ve done
that in other projects and the devel oper seens
willing to listen, which is very inportant.
Maybe it’'s not necessary.

MR. O ROURKE: Like | said, he pays his
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taxes and he owns the property. W have to
give hima reasonabl e expectation to devel op
that property that he owns. Just |ike you own
your honme. We just want to nmake sure that as
we go forward, it’s devel oped property.

|’mvery famliar with that area and when
the project does go forward and there is a red
light there, | know that you fol ks on d ennon
Road are going to want to go through there and
get to that red |ight.

Joe, what | would like to see as we Qo
forward is to poll the entirety of the
nei ghbor hood. Again, it is America and | know
that there are only a few of you guys here. |
woul d like to poll the nei ghborhood and get
the feelings of everybody in the nei ghborhood
as we nove forward.

FROM THE FLOOR: | wal ked t he devel opnent
and went to every house today. Al npst
everybody was hone and a | ot of people could
not make it. Sone are elderly and sone have
babi es but no one said this was a great idea.
Everyone said: Are they out of their mnds?

MR LACIVITA: | did speak to a Sarah

Ni ki forov. She lives at 36 d ennon Road. |
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call ed her at her house this eveni ng because
she couldn’t make it as well. She actually

i ked the connectivity potential that woul d
cone down the road, if this roadway was to
come in and the future expansion of it. |

tal ked about a light being there later on — a
little further south on the project and she
did like the fact that there would be
potential connectivity.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  The board has
pronoted a lot -- we did it with Siena and
we’'ve done it with a few others up in the
Boght area. W’ ve asked the devel oper to
pl ease hold a nei ghborhood neeting. | don’t
care where, but sonepl ace near d ennon Road
where people can cone in and you can discuss
the project with them You can get the
di fferent opinions and then when you conme back
to this board you can have a firnmer sense of
what’s going to happen. You can have a
di scussion with the neighbors so that they
have a clear idea and see if a consensus can
be reached sonewhere along the line. Wre
never going to nake everybody happy all the

time and | understand that. | think that if
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there is communication at certain |evels, as
plans go forth you'll find a |lot nore
agreenent between the devel oper and the

nei ghbors.

Thi s gentl eman has been waiting. Yes,

FROM THE FLOOR: | had personal ly
contacted the Hi ghway Safety Oficer of the
Col onie Police. He cane in and sat down with
me. W tal ked about this piece of stretch of
the city and how bad it was and how many
accidents there were.

| went down to the State Police and they
said the sanme thing. What you're doing is
creating nore problens and nore accidents and
it’s going to backfire to the town with
acci dents.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: W’ || get sone
acci dents reports, too.

Brad, | don't knowif we can do it
t hrough the Colonie Police or the state, but
we shoul d be able to get sonme information on
t hat .

As the project goes forth, if it gets

concept acceptance tonight, | would like to
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see nei ghborhood neetings set up. This is not
just for the bank. This extends to the whole
project. Just for the bank, you said that you
could just forget about it and you woul dn’t
need it, but we’'re tal king about the project
as a whole. | think that maybe people shoul d
sit down and talk and you can get sone ideas
as to the conditions.

MR. O ROURKE: Wuld the parking in the
back be enough for some of those other parking
I ssues?

MR, FAZZONE: | don’'t want to mtigate
that but sonme of the parking issues that they
have with that nedical building — the bank has
very sparse hours; as all banks do. Most of
our traffic is drive-thru; about 60% There
are 21 parking spots. Sone of those people
that are parking on the street could park in
this parking lot. Realistically, for the whole
devel opnent, we really don’'t need that access.
W really don't.

FROM THE FLOOR: Then don't ask for it.
Just drop the whol e thing.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  The state has asked

themthis. Because this is on a state highway,
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the state has asked themto do this and that’s
why | think that it’s inportant and you foll ow
through with the state and you foll ow t hrough
wi th the neighbors and see if we can cone up
with a consensus and then we’ll see how we go
forth.

MR. WRIEDEN: I n answer to his statenent

on the nedical building. Wien they have their

nmeetings that parking lot is full. Both sides
of the street on that hill have cars on it.
CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: |’ve seen that too.

|’ve driven by there and seen that.

MR, GRANT: | was just going to speak in
generalities with regard to the neetings
within the community. You had an appli cant
that did that and | was fortunate enough to
attend that. Communication is really key. It’s
nice to come here and work out these issues in
a public forum but it’s also nice when there
are evening hours for certain people that
couldn’t make it and maybe they coul d make
anot her neeting and express their opinions.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | think that if you
set up a series of one or two neetings with

t he nei ghborhood so that they have the
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opportunity — maybe one during the day so
peopl e don’t have to conme out at night when it
gets dark. See what you can set up and see if
you can get some conversation going and we’ ||
go forth.

Accept ance toni ght does not necessarily
mean the acceptance to the ingress and egress

on d ennon Road.

doria?
M5. KNORR: | would like to hear sone
di scussi on about the design. | know that the

outer covering of that building is good.
just thought that the whole scheme was going
to go nore wth the Shaker design. To ne, |

woul d just |ike discussion about the bank

desi gn.
CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN: | think that as the
project goes forth, we’'ll get better sketches

of it. That's one of the things that we're

| ooking to develop in the town and we don’t
have it in place yet. W have sone

nei ghbor hood associ ati ons and we’'re | ooking to
have sone type of architectural review process
go on. It wouldn’t hold up a project but we

woul d get i nput from nei ghborhood associ ati ons
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and sone professionals as to architecture in
certain parts of the town. So we are al so
| ooking into that.

Goria, youre right. That is inportant.
As we nove forward, we would |ike sone nore
architectural renderings.

Anybody el se? Questions? Comment s?

(There was no response.)

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Again, we’'re not
going to address SEQRA tonight. What we're
going to do is if anybody on the board wants
to nake a motion to grant concept acceptance
based on all the conditions that we have set
forth this evening on the record and that the
TDE has set forth, we can do that.

MR. LANE: [|’'Ill make that notion.

MR O ROURKE: |’'Il second that.

CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Al'l those in favor?

(Ayes were recited.)
CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Opposed?
(There were none opposed.)
CHAI RPERSON DONOVAN:  Ckay, Brad, when we

cone back, you have your work cut out for you
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(Whereas the proceedi ng concerning the
above entitled matter was adjourned at

8:17 p.m)
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