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Today’s Drinking Water System

• Three Sources of Raw Water
– Stony Creek Reservoir – 6.0MGD (before downstream flow req.)
– Mohawk River – 31.5MGD
– Wells Along the Mohawk River – 7.0MGD

• Sources Combined at the Mohawk View Water Treatment 
Plant

• Water is distributed through more than 437 miles of water 
mains

• Water for Fire Protection is available through nearly 4,100 
fire hydrants

• 25,500 Service Connections
• 2021 Budget is $14,807,819



Drinking Water Treatment & Delivery

GAC

Media Support

River



Water System Capacity

Mohawk View Water Treatment Plant

River Road High Lift Pump Station

• Capacity Evaluated Through 2025

• Low Lift Pump Station – 30.0MGD

• Treatment Plant – 30.0 MGD

• Mohawk View High Lift Pump Station – 20.0MGD

• Generally Serves West-end of Town

• Capacity – 10.0MGD



Mohawk View Water Treatment Plant
Daily Finished Water Flow

(Actual vs. Planned)



Drinking Water for Colonie



Evolution of Our Drinking Water System

• September 29, 1929 Lathams Water District is Established
• District Served Latham Area Near Loudon Road & Troy 

Schenectady Road Intersection
• Original System included two artesian wells, a pump station 

and a single water storage tank
• Additional wells were added as the water district expanded 

its service area
• 1940’s plans are made to develop the Stony Creek 

Reservoir and River Road Water Treatment Plant
• River Road Treatment Plant necessary to reduce pathogens 

and other contaminants



Evolution of Our Drinking Water System

• 1953 Stony Creek Reservoir and River Road Treatment Plant 
completed

• 1953 Stony Creek Reservoir Rules & Regulations become 
part of 10NYCRR

• Mid 1960’s the Mohawk View Water Treatment Plant is 
constructed

• Mid 1980’s all treatment activities are consolidated to 
Mohawk View

• 2005 Mohawk River permitted withdrawal increased from 
20MGD to 31.5MGD

• 2005 expansion of Mohawk View Water Treatment Plant 
completed with capacity to 31.5MGD



The Stony Creek Reservoir

April 27, 1952 Sunday 
Times-Union Article 
about the reservoir’s 
construction

June 2002 Reservoir 
Spillway Failure



Stony Creek Reservoir Annual Expenses

• Property & School Taxes
• Repair Projects Debt Service
• Dam Engineering Assessment                                  

(Conducted Every 5 Years)
• Annual Dam & Spillway                                              

Inspections
• Insurance
• Electricity
• General Maintenance Work
• Approximate Annual Expenses                                            -

$224,000



Albany Interconnection Project
• Town Executes Inter-

municipal Agreement                                                                                                    
with Albany Water Board                                                                                                 
on June 22, 2017

• Agreement Addresses                                                                                             
Splitting Design &                                                                                            
Construction Costs and                                                                                        
Payments

• Addresses Billing                                                                                             
Procedures for Water                                                                                                   
Used by Each Municipality                                                                                        
during Emergencies

• Addresses the obligations                                                                                           
of each Municipality in providing water to the other

• Final Town Board Approval                                                                                
Granted March, 2018

• Two Connections Selected – Loudonville Pump Station/Reservoir and New 
Karner Road

• 12.4MGD pipeline capacity available to Colonie



Albany Interconnection Project
• Total Project Financing                                                                                                    

- $3,200,000
• A New York State                                                                                        

Infrastructure                                                                                             
Improvements Act Grant                                                                                  
Awarded

• Grant Covers up to 60% of                                                                                           
All Project related Costs

• Costs to be Split 50/50                                                                                      
between Colonie & Albany

• Pipelines Completed in                                                                                       
January 2020

• Project Not Quite Complete
• Pipelines can replace MVWTP and High Lift Pump Stations w/finished water
• Latham Water has provided water to Albany
• Cost to deliver water from Albany to Colonie for 13.2MGD for one day is $5,727
• Cost of 13.2MGD for a week is $43,146 and for a month is $235,043



Albany Interconnection –
Loudonville Site

• 4,000 feet of 24” DIP
• 10 MGD Capacity to                         

Colonie
• Pumping Required to      

Supply Colonie
• Total Estimated Cost -

$1,960,000
• Status – In Service
• Has Already been                

Used to Supply Albany



Albany Interconnection -
New Karner Road Site

• 3,500 feet of 16” DIP
• 2.4 MGD Capacity to          

Colonie
• Pumping Required to 

Supply Colonie and              
Albany

• Total Estimated Cost -
$1,210,000

• Status - In Service



Stony Creek Reservoir Sale

• Eliminates Liability

• Eliminates Debt

• Reduces Operating 
Costs

• Capital Available for 
other District projects 
such as water main 
replacements, 
treatment plant 
upgrades, etc.



Stony Creek Reservoir Sale

• Request for Proposals Issued

• Proposals Due June 4, 2021

• Rules & Regulations to be repealed or modified

• Town Board to Determine if the Reservoir & Dam are no 
longer needed (∴ Determined to be Surplus)

• Public Hearing Required Prior to Sale of Property

• Sale proceeds must be retained and used for District purposes

• Other Legal Requirements as determined by Town Attorney’s 
Office

• Other Public Input as Determined by the Town Board



Stony Creek Reservoir
Repealing/Modifying Rules & Regulations

• 10NYCRR Rules & Regulations to be repealed or modified
• Process Begins with Letter From Town Supervisor to New York 

State Department of Health, Bureau of Public Water Supply
• State Administrative Procedures Act (SAPA) Process
• NYSDOH Shepherds the Process and Assists the Town through 

the Process
• Public Involvement is Part of the SAPA Process
• No Commitment of Current or Future Town Board until 

Publication of the final rule
• Process is expected to take 18 to 24 months



Additional Stony Creek Reservoir 
Information

https://www.colonie.org/departments/lathamwater/stony-creek-faqs

Email:  frazerj@colonie.org Telephone:  (518) 783-2750

mailto:frazerj@colonie.org


Additional Information

Annual Water Quality 
Report:
https://www.colonie.org/departments
/lathamwater/documents/LWDAWQR.
pdf



Questions

Thank You!

 
 


