TOWN OF COLONIE

Justice Court Town Justice:
Public Safety Center Peter G. Crummey
312 Wolf Rd. Senior Town Justice
Latham, New York 12110
L 2

Phone (518) 783-2738

Paula A. Mahan, Supervisor

Town of Colonie March 8, 2012
Memorial Town Hall

Newtonville, NY 12128

RE: The State of the Colonie Town Court- 2011 update

Dear Supervisor Mahan;

It 1s a pleasure to submit electronically the 2011 update to our
inaugural Report entitled, The State of the Colonie Town Justice Court
- 2009. We continue to commend your attention this Report so that the
Town’s Legislative Body can best understand the Colonie Justice Court
and join us in our effort to maintain and enhance our Town’s Court
system.

During 2011, we have taken a variety of steps, within our power,
to continue in our effort to maintain and enhance our Court system.

According to the New York State Office of Court Administration,
the Colonie Justice Court, in 2011, continues to be in the top twenty five
(25) busiest criminal courts regarding finger printable offenses in the
entire State Court System. As you can imagine, our criminal case load
places us as the second busiest court in Albany County- (see addendum



1 attached). Overall, our Court handles approximately 25,000 criminal,
vehicle and traffic and civil cases per year.

As to revenue, our Court collected $2,605,652.74 in revenue. Of
that amount, the Town of Colonie retained $1,130,664.59, the State
received $1,339,907.74, and Albany County received $135,080.41 -(see
addendum 2 attached).

As you know, our Justice Department budget for 2011 was $
726,296. As one could readily see, the Court system more than pays for
itself and in fact, the revenue generated by our Court should be
reinvested into the Court system as outlined in our inaugural report
and our 2010 update.

It remains interesting to note, as has been noted by Thomas P.
DiNapoli, State Comptroller in his August 2010, Report on the Justice
Court Fund, that in 2009, Colonie Court, the third highest revenue
generating Justice Court in the State of New York; retained only 44% of
its revenue with the balance retained by the County and the State. In
contrast, the Towns of Southampton and Amherst, the number one and
number two revenue generating Justice Courts in the State
respectively, retained more than 60% of their revenue. This may be
due, in large part, to local parking enforcement and revenues generated
by such which are typically entirely retained by the municipality.

Many of the recommendations made to the Town Board in our
maugural report require Town Board action and we wholeheartedly
urge the Town Legislative Body to take the action as requested. We are
certainly pleased to have had Town Board members Daniel Hornick and
Linda Murphy observe our Court in action, and I am sure they are
continuing to analyze the information they have gathered in connection
with our recommendations. Further, we welcome Town Board member
David Rowley as our new Department liaison and look forward to
meeting with Councilman Rowley later this month.

In the meantime, during 2011, the Court took the action it could
to better facilitate Court functions.



As to our proposals for reform found in the inaugural Court report
and specifically as to II (A) ,“Creating a Greener Court”, we purchased
our digital sender as part of our 2011 department budgeted
expenditures, which was granted by the Town Legislative Body. As
you know from the inaugural report, digital sending is imperative
considering the document forwarding requirements imposed on the
Court system and considering our extraordinary case volume.

Further, based on our efforts, we have been awarded over $21,000
as part of the 2011-12 cycle of the Justice Court Assistance Program
(JCAP) grant from New York State. These funds will be used towards
the purchase of an x-ray scanning machine to be used in conjunction
with our walk through metal detector in order to heighten the security
of the Court.

Further, at the request of the New York State Office of Court
Administration our court hosted a Judge School to teach and facilitate
other Judges in their continuing legal education requirements. Judge
Crummey also serves as Vice President of the Albany County Bar
Association and serves on the New York State Bar Association Special
Committee on Youth Courts whose effort is to promote the creation of
more youth Courts throughout the State of New York. Further, Clerk of
the Court Julie Gansle also continues to teach Court Clerks throughout
the State and currently serves as Third Vice President to the New York
State Association of Magistrates Court Clerks, Inc.

Our continued call to the Town Legislative Body to take the action
necessary to establish the Albany County Correctional facility as the
Town’s overnight holding facility, to permit video arraignments, to
reclassify Court staff and add a law clerk remains of paramount
1importance and should be addressed. We renew our plea to the Town’s
Legislative Body to take the action necessary to implement these cost
saving and long overdue upgrades to our Court system which also
enhance the public safety of the citizens of the Town of Colonie.

Judge Crummey has spoken to Sheriff Craig Apple who
wholeheartedly endorses these proposals involving the Correctional
Facility. In fact, his facility is now wired to facilitate our call for video



arraignments. Further, at the request of Judge Crummey,
Assemblyman Reilly’s office has drafted proposed legislation to
facilitate our efforts to promote justice. We have enclosed copies of the
bill drafts (see addendum 3 attached). Judge Crummey has requested
Assemblyman Reilly’s office to introduce these proposals (see addendum
4 attached).

In the wake of Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman’s recent call, in his
The State of the Judiciary 2012, for defense counsel to be present even
at arraignment, at all hours of the night, the urgency in adopting these
proposals, which we have advocated for three (3) years, is upon us.

As always, thank you for your consideration and support. Please
feel free to contact us if you have any questions or comments. We would
be pleased to provide a compact disc or paper copy of this report upon
request.

Very truly yours,

A2 G
.

Hon. Peter G. Crummey
Senior Colonie Town Justice

U

Julie L. Gansle
Clerk of the Court

Cc:  Honorable Andrew C. Sommers
Honorable Norman C. Massry
Hon. Nancy R. Hernandez, Deputy Supervisor
Hon. William E. Carl, Town Board
Hon. Daniel A. Hornick, Town Board
Hon. Linda J. Murphy, Town Board
Hon. Paul L. Rosano, Town Board
Hon. David C. Rowley, Town Board



ADDENDUM # 1

2011 Albany County 29/2012 Page 1 of 63
Activity Placement Estimated Percent
Court Not Reported

Court 1D County State Court Events Reported
NY001011d 1 12 Aibany City Court 3,707 97 97 3%
NY0O1291) 19 350 Albany City Traffic Count Q o 0.00%
NYDD10134 3 37 Albany County Court 1.218 10 99.18%
NY001121) 18 349 Altamont Village Court 1 1 2.00%
NY00127%4 17 340 Berne Town Court 10 2 80.00°%
NY001061J 5 90 Bethlehem Town Count 475 0 100.00%
NY001101J g ' " 267 Coeymans Town Court 84 7 91.67%
NY0D1C&1d 6 95 Gohoes City Police Court 460 1 97.61%
MY001131J 2 25 Colonie Town Coun 1,856 52 97.20%
NY001241) 10 277 Green Island Tovn Court 74 4 04.59%
NYQO12114 4 54 Guilderland Town Court 813 92 BB.68%
NY00118J 14 330 Knax Town Court 20 0 100.00%
NYQ01081J B i Menands Village Court 180 1 99 44%
NY001071J 12 300 New Scotiand Town Court 50 5 90.00%
NYQO1091. 1" 299 Ravena Village Court 51 12 76.47%
NYGO1 111 16 337 Renssalaenville Town Court 13 4 69.73%
NY001251J 15 322 Voorhaesville Village Court 18 1 94 44%
NYQ01051J 7 150 Waterviiet City Counl 258 15 94,15%
WNYQO1141) 13 327 Weslerto Tewn Court 23 9 BO.BT%

Totals for County are: 831 123 96.53 %

Ajbany



2011 Total
January $204,086.95
February $228,851.14
March $239,023.40
April $221,560.05
May $230,144.50
June $234,881.56
July $178,917.65
August $204,551.75
September $231,360.05
October $232,974.75
November $207,227.04
December $192,073.90
TOTALS $2,605,652.74

ADDENDUM #2

State

$109,174.67
$127,335.10
$126,899.13
$122,149.77
$122,186.00
$117,842.01

$91,509.75
$111,919.60
$113,062.81
$113,325.20

$95,733.50

$88,770.20

$1,339,907.74

County
$9,444.96
$13,448.68
$17,102.59
$11,540.92
$8,801.00
$19,611.10
$5,696.80
$10,666.25
$5,283.18
$16,183.85
$10,434.93
$6,866.15

Town

$85,467.32
$88,067.36
$95,021.68
$87,869.36
$99,157.50
$97,428.45
$81,711.10
$81,965.90
$113,014.06
$103,465.70
$101,058.61
$96,437.55

$135,080.41 $1,130,664.59

Other
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

Hand
Park

$210.00
$60.00
$135.00
$60.00
$60.00
$75.00
$75.00
$30.00

$60.00
$0.00
$75.00

$840.00
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Legislativé Bill Drafting Commission

14053-01-2

s.  —

Benate
IN SENATE--Introduced by Sen

--read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed
to the Committee on

—————— AL

Azszembly

IN ASSEMBLY--Introduced by M. of A.

with M. of A. as CO-SpONsCIs

--read onge ‘and referzed to the
Committee on

*CORRELA*
(Authorizes the use of the albany
county correctional faecility for
detentjon of “persons under arrest
being held for arraignment in Colo-
nie town court)

Cor. alb cor facil colon hold
AN ACT

to amend the correction. law, in
relation to authoriging the use of
the Albany county correctional
facility for the detention of
persgns under arrest being held for
arraignment in. the Colonie town
court >

The People . of the Etate of Hew
York, reprecented in  Senate and
Assemhly, do enact a5 follows:
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BIKIB/ZQIZ 18:87 518-455-5840 A ASSEMBLYMAN REILLY

‘ 01/13/12 . - co2 o 14059-01=2
1 Section 1. Section 500-a of the correction law is amended by adding a
2 new subdivision 2-1 to read as follows: o .
3 i-l. The Albanz'ﬁountg correctional facility may also be used fo:. the
4 detention of pergons under arrest being held for arraiggﬁgnﬁ in_the
5 gourt logated in the town of Colonie, county of Albany.
.6 § 2. Section 500-a of ghe correction law is amended by adding . a new
7 subdivigion 18 to read as follows:

B 18. Notwithstanding .‘;Lny: other provision of law,. in the town of Colo-
9 npie, county of Albany, all the g:oyisions of this section shall equally
10 apply in any case whare the sheriff is holding a person under arrest for
11 arraigomept prior to commﬁtment, as if such person hag been judiciallz‘
12 aommitfed to the custody of the cheriff and guch person may be held in

13 the Albany caunéz‘correctional fagility.

ia § 3. This act shall take effect itmediately, provided that the amend-
15 ment to section 500-v of the corxection law, made by section two of this
16 act, shall not affect the'repeal of such séction pursuant to sectiem 12
17 of chapter 907 of the laws of 1984, as ameﬂaed, and shall be deemed
18 repealed therewith.

PAGE . B3/@6
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p
Legislative Bill Drafting Commission
- ) 14063~01-2

S. ——————

Senate

IN SENATE--Introduced by Sen

——read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed
to the Committee om

—————-— A

Aggembly

IN ASSEMBLY--Introduced by M. of A.

with M. of A. as co-sponsors

==read once and referred to the
Committee on

*CRIMIPLA*
(Creates
pllot program for the Colonie
court; repealer)

an  electronic arraigament
town

CP L. elect arraign pilot
AN ACT

to amend the criminal procedure law,
in relation to creating an elec¢trom—
ic arraignment pilot program and to
repeal article 185 of the ariminal
procedure law relating thereto; and
providing for the repeal of such
provisions upon expiration thezeof

The People of the State of New

?orkl represented in  Senate and

Asgembly, do enact as follows:

ASSEMBLYMAN REILLY
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01312 2 : 14063-01-2

1 Section 1. Article 185 of the criminal procedure law is REPEALED and é

2 new article 185 ig added to read 1 follows-

3 ARTICLE 185 ~ ALTERNATIVE METE0OD OF ARRATGNMENT

4 "Section 185.10. Blectronic ér:aiqnment pilot program,.

5 §.185.10 Electronic arraigonment pilot program.

6 1. As used in this section:

7 (a; "Independent audio-visual sysﬁem" means an electronic éystem for

8 the transmission and receiving of apdio and vigual signals, encéﬁjaééihq

9 gncodéd signals, frecquency domain multiplexing or other switable, means
10 to é?ecludé the uypauthorized reception and decoding of the eigpale by
11l commercially available television receivers or monitors, channel
12 gonverters, or other available receiving deviees.
13 b "Electronic  arraigpment" weans an arraigogment in whigh various
14 Vgarticigantsg—including the defenﬁant, are not persehally present in the
15 court but im which all of the participants are simultanecusly able to
16 =ee and hear reproductions of the voices and images of the 4udge, coun-
17 gels, defendant, police officer and any ofher _appropriste participant,
1B W 4
19 (e) "Secure location" - means any Eacili&v uged by the state, county,
20 city, town or village law enforcement entity to temporarily hold a
21 person not released on his or her own reao;£iz$ncg and given an appear-
Zé ance ticket or susmons pending arraigmment om an accusatory ihstrument.
23 2. There is Dhereby established an  "electronic arraignment pilot
24 proqram“> to  be administergd in the toﬁn of Colonie, gounty of Albany.
J2§ Pursuant o thié-p:oqram-and notwithstanding the provisions of subdivi=-
26 sion nime of s‘ection 1,20, sections 110,10, 120.10, 120.40, 120.90,
27 140.20, 140, 27, 140.40, 170.10 and 180.10 of this chapter or any other
2B provision of law as they pertain to a deféndant's_personal appearance gt

PAGE  B5/BE



81/18/2012 ' 18:87  518-455-5848 ' ASSEMBLYMAN RETLLY -
01/13/12 ' j , 3 14063-01-2
1 arraignment, the Colonie town court, in its discretion, ﬁaﬁ dispense
2 withrthe defendant's personal appearapce at the arraignment, whenever
3 such defendant is being held at a secure locatiup cutside the c0ur£
4 house, and conduct an elegktronic arzaignment utilizing an independent
5 . zudio-visual system. : k
6 3, Whenever a person is érraigned by means of an electronic arraign-
7 ment, the following conditions andklimitations shall apply:
.8 (a) The defendant may not enter a plea of quiltys
o (b) No electronic recording of an electronic arraigmment may be made,
10 viewed or inspected except as may be authorized by rules of +the chief
11 administrator of the ecurts: and a
12 (g) . Stenographic recording of the arraignment shall be made to the
13 same extent as if it were an ordinary arraignment rather than an_ elec—
14 irénic a:raignment.
15 SV 2, This act shall take effect January 1, 2013 and shall éxpire and
16 be deemted repealed January 1, 2015,

PAGE  BS/B6



ADDENDUM #4

TOWN OF COLONIE
Justice Court Town Justice:
Public Safety Center Peter G. Crummey
312 Wolf Rd. Senior Town Justice
Latham, New York 12110
L 2

Phone (518) 783-2738

March 8, 2012

Assemblyman Bob Reilly

New York State Assembly
Legislative Office Building 452
Albany, NY 12248 ’

Re: Bill Drafts to enhance the delivery of Justice in the Colonie Justice Court

Dear Bob,

Thank you very much for generating the attached two bill drafts that I requested in an
effort to continue to enhance the Colonie Justice Court system. 1 certainly appreciate your
interest in our efforts. These requests flow from our inaugural Report entitied, The State of the
Colonie Justice Court-2009 and our subsequent annual updates.

I respectfully request that you introduce these two proposals and seek a Senate sponsor. 1
would be pleased to assist you in any way in facilitating the consideration of these important
pieces of legislation.

I look forward to continuing to work with you and hope to see you soon.

gl/()fable Peter G. Crummey
Senior Town Justice



